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EMILY De VARMONT. 



Emixt to DoaoTHT. 

Aaguft 1 6^ mtdoight* 

'TiS all over with your fifter I 'tis all 
9ver ! No longer muft I entertain anjf^ 
hope of ever enjoying happinefs on this 
fide the graye — happineft, did I fay ? 
—•I muft not even expe£l to find peace. 
Wherever peace has fixed her abode, 
let me but make my appearance^ and 
£he inftantly vanifhes. Misfortune, 
which fo clofely purfues my fteps, in- 
volves every one who comes near me* 
Woe betide the perfon, whoever he be, 
who, impelled by a fatal attachment to 
Vot.III. B 
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2 £MXLY D£ VARMONT^ 

m&, fhaH'v^nfiire t<5 udiftf hisrfete WTtK 
mine ! He will foon become the obje£l 
of univerfal pity, while my condition 
will only be rendered more deplorable. 



Before I .came , tor iatnide on his 
peaceful retreat. Father Sevin enjoyed 
ibm€ portion of comfort and fatisfac- 
iion : but fince I have taken up my 
abod6 with birfl, tjrhat a wretched re- 
*fetfei At fight of me,, each tranquil 
pleafiire has^ &td the houfe — ** never 
more to return. ' No Jonger is my uncle 
capable of attendmg to thofe domeftic 
duties wbicb he formerly looked on as 
an amufement rather than a toil. His 
garden is no longer cultivated : •*- his 
favourite birds languifb, forgotten and 
unfed :— their mafter himfelf withers 
and confumes : -^his youth, worn out 
vrith CBXt and chagrin, is rapidly haft- 



*ning away at the approach of pre^ 
mattire oH agne : '-^^ in fine, his facnstf 
duties,' the moft h6]j fuhftiotis of his^ 
miniftry, are become infupportable to^ 
him : I fee him carry to the very aftar 
his melancholy reveries— his deep diP 
traction — his bitter tears •— his dei 
fpair ! 

And I, Dorothy, who am rfie authof 
of fiTch comph'cated calamity — doybt^ 
flrink I c^n remain an indifferent fpcc*^ 
fator of the fcene? — No I niy foul, 
harrowed up with racking an guilh^'lir 
no longer fufceptible of the fmallcft 
<!onfolalion. — But, even if this were? 
not the cafe, where are now the coi¥-- 
folations which fortune might have re-' 

ferved in ftofe for me? — For fome 

• 

<iays paft, Mdnfieur Dolerval appparSf 
ito be full as unhappy as my TOcle;^-- 

B a 



4 BMZLY ]>S VARMONT« 

like him,. he conftantly wears a counte<r 
Dtance of anxiety, and is immerfed in 
melancholy r6verics. A vifiblc alte- 
ration i^ppeskrs in him from day today. 
His countenance, now pale and dif- 
coloured, no longer retains that en* 
X^gi'^g fwcetneis- which once confti- 
luted its principal Keauty, •— but pre- 
fents manifeft traces of corroding care. 
Ji^f eyes too •— his eyes, inflamed and 
£vrQln« feldom fparklq with that lively 
fire which heretofore gave them fuch 
animation. Even his voice is impaired, 
«»}-Sametimes, confufed and agitated, he 
^cms inclined to make us the depofi- 
taries of a painful fecret which feems 
to fit heavy on his mind : -r but a cer- 
tain fear, apparently bordering on dif- 
truft, immediately checks him — and 
he only expljaips himfelf by h^lf-fmo- 
thered figW. 



EMXLY DE VARMOKt. 5 

If Father Sevin is not afraid to hear 
the dreadful fecret, I cannot (foficeive 
hf what unaccountable fatality h hap«> 
pen* that he throws every obftacle in 
the way to prevent his' communicating 
It. — I believe I have already told yirti 
that my uncle hardly allows me time to 
perforpi the duties of common civility 
to his friend on his arrival. It is not 
mufic that now prevents our convir- 
fation: — a book is put into Monfieur 
Dolerval's hands the moment he enters 
the houfe — and what kind of book, « 
think you ? — A book in which the 
author labours to prove that fotdid 
felf-intereft is the grand principle of 
all our aflions, •— that, confequently, 
there is very little of genuine virtue to 
be found m the world, — • no filial ten- 
demcfs, for inftance, — no fraternal af- 
fe6l ion, -^ no faithful and difinterefttti 

B3 



6 SMILT P£ VARMONT. 

Jovc^-*^not even any fiiicere friend- 
ihip!-^But fuppofing all this to be 
true^ what good purpofe can it anfwer, 
to prefent mankind with this frightful 
pi^ure of their own deformity ? For 
my part) that vile book wounds me to 
tke very foul ^ it afflicts*-— it difgufts — 
it humiliates-— -it difcourages me. And 
as, ;to my uncle, his forrows muft have 
prodigio^y impaired the native good- 
ifiefs of his difpofition, ifince he can 
already take pleafiire in fuch reading, 
4 ^nd ef|}eciallyiince he c€Ui perfevere in 
lor«>enting us with it every day. Don*t 
ycu perceive, Porothy, that this abo* 
tninsible fyftem, if once adopted, would 
jn^ke usdeteft the whole human race? 
TT^ Alas !• *^ no faithful and difinterefted 
love !'' r$ not thcvcry idea dreadful r 

. " Not 6ven siny fincere friendflijp !''--' 



n.MlLY DE VAIMOHT. ^ 

I (hpald indeed be tempted to iobk cfti 
thb pidioiis maxim as true, if (he fcen<is 
lo which of late I h»ve been a iritnefs^ 
iR^rie long to continue. The one of the 
two .friends often forgets the kindnels 
imd attention he owes to the other. 
Father Sevin no longer addreffes thie 
ypung man in the fame gentle and 
friendly manner as heretofore — but 
with evident fymptoms of pcevifli im- 
patience — and fometunes in a tone of 
^a,fperity which is abfolutely intolerable. 
yput what aftoniflics me ftill more> is^ 
.j^at Monfieur Dolerval himfelf very 
frequently gives way to fits of ill-hu« 
mour. . The other evening —• no, *twas 
yefterday T- but to me it appears a 
whole age*^yefterday evening, Mon- 
fieur Dolerval — difguiled, I fuppofe, 
as I was, with the book in queftion — 
flung it dpwn on {h^ table) in rtfther 

B4 
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I , ,- ./tldJVTf^DB VABLMOKT. / >i 

iim^a^biiij^t niWtief, I grant : -*- but, in> 

"iteediatitV (^^^^^ '^^^'^ *^^^ breach of 
dbtdMbi, ni leaned Tor fupport on the 
"table J. c6viei-ed his face with both his 
vh)8lTids, >nd riemained for fome minutes 
:& that Wf tltud^ of humiliation. . l)ur- 

s 4 1 

ing tSe interval, Dorothy, I faw his 
^breaft heave with rapid and unequal 
. throbs, —- 1 perceived fome tears drop 
between hisfingers,— -and my heart was 
.deeply moved at the fight. At length 
HKf uncle, -Who had filently obferved.us, 
/rofe'frotn'his feat,^nd1h a melancholy 
,^ne of voice, but which on this occi- 
•fion had nothing pflfenfiver in it, "You 
will allow,'* faid he to his j^oung friend, 
: *v that the awkward figure we both ex- 
hibit at this nmment, muft be very 

, far from entertaining^ to my niece.*' 

.- • ■ ' « - . 

—'••,■/. ■ -■ • ' • • ' 

^. Though you are pleafed to fay w^i'* 



EMXLT 2>K VArnmST* 9 

replied Dolerval, ^ I can pircwft diat 
the remark is intended for mt, idone. 
Ah ! if I had but fufficient rcfoliitioli 
to remain at bome» and ther^ cougmI 
mj weaknefs, you wouldj no doubt, be 
better pleaied. No doubts it ixroaU 
be much more convenient for yooi thst 
jrour friend, fatisfied at a diftanor with 
the tranquil confciouinefs of your bap- 
pinefs, fhouM nev^r come here to ich 
tcmipt it.*' 

** What !" cried my uncle in a? tone 
of paflipn, '* You . banter me . then I -^ 
If I were you, Dolerval — if I enters 
fained thofe ideas . which you have 
dared to exprefs ^ — I would at leaft b^ 
generous enough to exert that courage 
of which you fpeak^" 

> 

" I hare long expe£ted this/' replied 
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iBjitlafml^ now fciifdlkg in bis rtum. 
*fYmviiamy^rt]f<Ak it, 1 (hali endeavour 
itiiiibUMr jroiirodvios;'^ . '. 

'>dl Accordingly he ftarted up ffoiB his 
Hhart^ and was haftily retiring,— -but 
:fufiideiily ifaopped for a moiRient, and> 
ibMtkff a parting look ait me, utiiered 
t|ifife.'WDrds^ in.ifviiich my uncle &neted 
-ht poBrcxavjed xx infult to himfelf and to 
Juliette, but I which, to my apprehen^ 
fion, do not convey any diftin£t mean- 
ing! tiiat can poifibly excite my anger, 
though idieir flrahge and myfteriou^ 
obfcurity ms^'gnre me fbme uneafineik 
w-j*^ Undoubiedfy, Sir, you are very 
iteippy in having M^emotfeUe JoUette 
^mider your xaoof : but never •--riince you 
force me to fpeak my mind — never 
could I have thought that you, like fo 
inany others, would one day have a 
niece /" 



1^ this >^tienH)9n i and it i^ mmfm*- 

I plainly fee that this laft quarrel wilt 

Jfiave^ 4^raUe jr^Cwtfntnjt on'hia itfuid : 

:*^npyjUnde,Qa the other band* yrho.l& 

^qifally jn ^jolt^ wd who ItUl ^lerfir- 

rvere3'Ui pjuttiog an infuUing ponfir-uc- 

4kai on. h)3 ^wprd$^ vfhkch w^e whaUy 

.£n^i^?tAcal/--- j|)}p undej |.i«yj folcjm* 

Jjr prote(i^ that xm the prefent occaiicb 

.be wiU.iiot|;o in qu^^ of ^im. . W^tt 

•* not even aiy, real friend&ip T'^— Yet* 

^tcpr.aU^is my unde (b muoh to blaonct? 

fw What -hufinefs had that qruel young 

man in this houfe ? and how ftrangeky 

did he hchav^ wh^n he wii5.hcret4f 
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• 4lftitfb owf'fctkx^^ ^^ teifr ff he is sot, 

-^at gmat HStfm bta Kir fwzSE&S^nm ? 

ik^gpv^can^'bi^ tkflhkrbf icsrbfifi^ me (QCh 

|inca6nc&?— ^It is now futt lbiir»«tfd- 

twexUy hours imce I have feen him t 

i; At. -length my eyes are opened-^ 
^Ibmewbat toolate^ t:^rBiit'^--butI wiU 
-liever (U^r theno f6 be ogam blinded. 

-^-**-Tbat diftreffing meafum which' 1 

thought jmpraaicabk, is the only cmt 

tlMit Hn^yr can^ adopt : ^*^ I muft flee ~ 

rl> muft^ go -^^-^iio matter Whither;- prb^ 

!^ided I do but fleeiHo- jfcsne^'^ii^e re* 

.mate, far remote, from this 'fpot where 

my pfefenqi entails niifery oti^'all 'sr* 

. round' me» A few days mwe, ecJtiaHy 

tedlouss equally melancholy- with 'this 

>— ia £ew days more. andiihaU har^ 



ilbpfofficieflt ^MNif^d tittriB 

}iifiW Whkbtiidbfdit fio (helter agtitift 
rfte^io^oadyibf the-ptffionir : but L Wid 
careiulhf dvoid fixing my abddtf*iil atfjr 
othcTr bowever fecure it may appear to 
me. Its peaceful inhabitants would foon 
feel the dreadful influence ci that ia^ 
auipicious ftar which rules my fate.— ^ 
Yea! I am determined on it-^I will 
pafs the remainder of my mifortunate 
life in wandering frcmi village to tiI* 
lagCj without flopping any where iongw 
er than will be neceilary to earn bf 
manual labour a day'i fubfiftence : and 
ihofe tedious hours which remain lin* 
employed, (hall be fpent in the lonH^ 
recefies of the moft gloomy foreftsf. 
Thus my condition will become mofe 
fupportable: I ihall hare at leaft the 

9 



Gonfolation of thinking; tbat ff^y W2;eid|- 
ednefs is conned* to- n^gf^f alone. «» 
rOh ! X a,Dfi wrptphed ii^dec4 i^^U is 
(fb}ir<^aDd<*tw.entj ..liourg^ (u^e/^ J h^iae 
ftealiiml. .,. 
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EmI Vt to' DoftOTRY. 't 

... •. • • •. • ■ . 'i 

- 6t* €ijrr> Avgnft t^« 



I VOWi my life feems predeftined .4o 
be a conftant fucceffion of furprifj^ } ^t- 
Happily they are fometimes of fuch a 
nature as to fupport my drooping fpirits 
•wto gi¥e Hie confplatiou — - to reftoie 
me a ray of hope* 

m 

This afternoon^ at an early hour^ he 
came : but he was not alone :-—» he was 

.^companied by no ! my eyes 

had not deceivf;d me **- it was not the 
work of fancy> that create fo ftrong ^ 
xefemblance between Monfiepr Doler- 
val and die unknown woman at the 
foot of the altar. That woman exifts-*- 

I 



flie exifti; pf^t^j tl^ fam<^^ I thought 
I had fcen her. This day, at the very 
firft fight f )iad iof her from a diftance;, 
i iimiiedtatefy recogfhi^ her. My bufy 
tahkaryiidA fiAtMfuilf^^Ptti&itdme of 
the time, the plitbeii^nd the aHkudie, iii 
"Which I'had difcovefed h^r for the fii^ 
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■ / ; • ■ ' ■ 1 « ■ T . • ) ■ * - . ! • 

'"• *'.ATW;&*w'liei'^tihftelB*g hiifbitfd 
bang, hi* ^1i*re' ' fa trian*^ over tntri 
Bbes'th6 perfidiotis'Wreteh dare tdf^c^ 
me in this mann:er — ^^to come and in> 
fiiik'thjitlgdef which he himfelf has 
caufe€t?"-^Su<Jh i/ifctt iHy reflexions: 
— niy heart was wrung within me •— 
aiid I felt the nroft aiutc hiortifitation 
and chaJgrfeii But Conceiye^ Dorothy, 
how great the joy which fucceedcd 
that trahfient tloud of anxiety ! Fathet 
iSevifi, with evident marks of the moft 
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livciy f^tisfa^Hon, ran forth to meet ^ 
£air,;yMtant, as4» w the tranfportsf^ of 
his jay^exclMiifd ^ At length we hav^ 
the plj^kiiire of feeing Madame • • • . • /* 
Hit idi^me^ her, Dorothy : he named a 
peVfbn whom Monfieur Doierval alEic-p 
tionately loves — but whom he msgr 
love without offence to any 6flier-»^a 
ferfoh* WhbAi 1 myfelf iilfe§dy lore* 
from the great encomiums I have lieaiM 
him beftow on her — a woman endow^ 
ed in an uncommon degfot with gen- 
tiehefs, feiifibility, goodnefe of' heart '^ 
poffeffed'of eve fy. virtue, every chartn — 
ji moft accomplilhedwbmati^— in ihort, 
Madame D*Efioles!—i Yes, Dorothy, 
'ttvras Madame D'Etioles. This explain^ 
the whole myftery of thofe expreflions 
— " Come, unite two fevers ! — Haffc 
to crown herhappinefs and mine!'^— • 
No doubt he was iinpatient to (be hi& 



•jEiiepppra. bleft.-r-J^xci^JJpnt.y he 

knpw^ nQ. other ; happiueis than that.qf 
his filler. How /.delig^te^' |[he mvift be 
to have, fuch *. braver ! , Aiiji,. ho^^ 
prpudj I (bouLdlpiE;,. if hciavf^ h^d pff- 
.^tedfr • * • Neverthelefk I epi better 
«|»leafe^ that it is fiie who enjoys that 
aUys^n^ei-^ nxuch better pleaJ^sd ,iip- 

■•'WO.'.- *'^ '1' . "^* * -' - '^ ■ '^ ' V * ■ . ■; 

. , 4 bave oot apy.doubt at prefect r^- 
.jKL^iningr-aot the fnxalleft dtmbt : — it 
.is ..Madame D*Etioles' fecret which 
■chance has bxoDg]^t to my kx^owledg^. 
^ Monfieujf Etolerval h ftill free ! at li- 
berty to love any woman who has fuf- 
ficient merit to, win his affeftion !•— 'It 
. was bis fiftex; whg.. .was married ! ,Oh [' 
Jxow delighted;JLamrAt:the event ! Slje 
13 to be comijousnded ior it> > jGnce Ike. 



poiTejSes evj^ry x^^ialification ,that ^9^ 
cnfure the happinefs of a man of (en^ 
bility and difcernmcntiT-ribe is muc|i 
to be commended for it. . x 

She and I.have^ as it were, ftudied 
each other in a converfation which tp 
me appeared fliort, and did i^pt.feein 
long to her» if I may take her word fpr 
it — nor to her brother, if I may veii- 
tufe to form an opinion ob the fubje^ 
He inceffantly watched u& both during 
the whole time that this inter^fting 
canyerfation lafted:*-^and his lookf ••••• 
i>ut it is impofilble to defcribe thecnM* 
To. fee the attention with which he 
liiicned to me as I fpoke^ you would 
have imagined that his life ortd^^ath 
folely dependfsd on what I was i^ilt 
to fay : and eyory word that fell frodi 
my lips, Iftf puifued it, if I may. 



liailie, in otdtr to difcwer the'itnpref- 

• 

•fion it made Upon licfr mind. — * I own 
that MonfieurDoiervdl^s attention feeW- 
«d at firft to be' not wholly void of nth- 
edSi^fs. I feh hurt at ' the -idea : for 
^oeld he {ixppok thM I Wduld take tiO 
-paing'td wiii thie cftefem' of a peffoh 
-who is fo dear to him^ and on whofe 
opitiion I know he fets fo high a value? 
•6r hid he toy reafon to fear thaj I 
"(ifaooM %i6 incapable of gaining her 
,gD^ Will ?— However thafmay be,*I 
«ha<i the good 'fortune' to fricceed ; aiid 
"In^^ptehenfioiis were quickly baniih- 
\eti.. :fiur you^annot form an idea of 
^tilt ^tlsfiiflion which beamed on his 
cfOum^Uance every time that Madame 
^tD^idtes was pkafed^ to honour Ju- 
iliette MrJtban obliging fmile of appro- 
IbMidd^v PthoUffht he wouM' harci rrm 



fmntic with, joy ivhm fte ^rfL^condit^ 
fcended to pay ^ me a ^rbrf jfta^eriqf: 
compliment. In ihprt, L Iwm not 
what feo^^fympathy. prei^wJM ^ 
twe^n the brother and ^er^^^bntbe. 
eagerly returned to her the caccflM; 
which (he beih)wed opi me : -~ twtC9. 
ihe embraced me — and twice he kiS» 
ed her hands. 

Before fhe took her leave, ihe Jik 
rifhed on me aloud the mdft pleafing 
encomiums ; then, lowering her voip^ 
laid to her brother in an audible whif- 
per ^^ I difcover in her all the unaffe£led 
graces of innocence-— I fee modefty 
and candor perfonified —*' I perceive- 
thofe innate charms of genuine wor^i^ 
which pnoceed from the , heart a)otic» 
and which cannot be counterfeited,''«r« 
^ Then>^I^anfwered he in the &me 






tone cyf Voice, ^ I itiuft bfe verjr cul-^ 

- Hetietrpon, my uncle, who, though^ 
wiihdtlt' any apparent emotion,, gave 
hit wh61e attention to this myfterious 
dialogue, haftily cried *• Yes you are, 
attd a thoufend thnes litore fo than you 
fuppofe.— To fufpeft my ff iendfliip, m/ 
principles, my conduft — might ftill ad- 
xhit of fbnie fixciife : — -batlier modefty, 
her virtue, fp juftly entitled to the moft 
profound ref^eft ...... Ah! young 

ihinJ young man .\ . .\ . J 



man •«••«•." 
cc 



Ah! my friend,*" exclaimed Do- 
lerval, *< pkfdbn me ! deign to fnter- 
oWe for nfie, and obtain her pkfdon 
aHb. And you. Madam, will you not 
aHow me '* 



t» fall ottiiiir fcD<r^9'!J€?f6i« itte'— wfc«* 
fenced ^Mm. 



> « 4« 






In taking her leave of me, Maddftlii 
D'EtioIes repeatedly requefted to be fa- 
T^tirfefl TTfiih irty f/iend'ftiji :^^'^ iny 
MendOvi]^!*'— charming v^oihari ! 



/••i 



- But> Dorofhy^ what can tkai ififuH 
bey With which^ Monfiew Dolervii) ' iii 
bitterly reproaches himfelf ? Cai* tb*rt 
in k^i be, in thofe words be fitteiied 
the otlier day, a hidden meaning which 
i^^nders t Aem an affront «o your fiftcr ? 
**-* Well f fince eveiry one of them will 
httrt it fo -^ fin<5e be himfelf feems to 
acknowledge it -— then be has ofFencU 
^d me. Bt»t, if Madame lyEtioled had 
not pr^ehted him^ he would have im« 
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a. 

plored my fbrgivcncii ofi h^jiMK^Kiees : 
and what words can be.,liifffii<iiff|rly crjir. 
miqftly to deferve that.I fl)puljd ^^pCofe ta 
pardon him after that 2 AhJ whatevcs 
his fault has been, his tears have ex- 

> ■ ■• 

I diink it almoft luiniece^Suy to ob* 
ferve ; that we have* had no mufic this 
evening, although at firft our party 
feemed difpofed for a concert. Pro- 
htkAy that was, on the part of Mon- 
fiflir Poleryal, only a pretext for the 
^t Befides we had not a fpare mo- 
ment to think of muiic. But I muft 
not forget to inform you, that, during 
my converfation with Madame D^Eti* 
oles, my uncle's countenance wore that 
air of calm tranquillity, and, I might 
almoft fay, contentment, which I have 
fo long wiihed to f^e reftortd to hitt. 
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It ii certain that this delightful even- 
ing's entertainment was fo pleafing to 
til the p^rties^ ^hait every one of us re- 
gretted its being too foon brought to a 
icotic}iifioli, 
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2 8di Attguft/ nine ia tkfek'kiAmlflg; 

Another difagreeable occurrence, 
Dorothy ! Has fate determined to per* 
fecute me for ever ? 

This morning Father Sevin was im- 
merfed in one of his ufual reveries, 
when a fervant came and delivered 
him a note. He read it -^ changed co- 
lour — and exclaimed *^ lil-fated Ma- 
dame D'Etioles ! Poor Dolerval ! — 
Hark'ye, Picard, tell your mafter I 
requeft he will delay one moment for 
my fake : — 111 be with him in an in- 
ftant — I muft pofitively embrace him 
before his departure.** 



««f«t''*8 ^XKlMlwyi if 









it 



** Alas ! my niece, yes/ 






** Ah ! uncle, I beg you will fhow 
me that'letteV." : • ' / . ' 



J . * 1 ■ . , * . " 



** Father Sevin, I entreat and con- 
jure 9tj£u- 









^* What! the fecrets of a friendr'* 






** Sffcfet&?*-*d6 yeb think he feaih 
liav$f Anf feferet ■#hidr' hfe -#rfhes "'tS 
concfe! ftortrtnc?^ •'■'•'' 



■ 1 



« Cruel girl, what fs «ifs^ I hea# 
* • • 
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" Uncle, if you have anj^ regard for 



me ••••«« 



'1 » • , T ■ « I 



" And can you doubt it, Juliette ?** 

. • f ■ * 

*' I alk this fingle proof ©fit;" ri: . 

" In the name of frieHdfiiip, I beg 
you will not alk it/* 

• ■ J • 

. _ { I ... . . I 

" It is in the name oi frientlihip I do 
a& if* 



f r 



^ Well, Madam, take advantage o? 
the deplorable fiate to.. which you fee 
me reduced ; -rf* complete my wretqh? 
ednefs and my fhame ; — ► force me to 
betray the confidence of my friend ; — 
nay, cruelly compel me at the., fame 
time to furniOi you with weapons 
agamft myfelf/' 
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I fald no more to him^ Dorothy : but 
he obferved that I was overwhelmed 
with grief, and exclaimed ** Ohi fu- 
preme power of beauty ! what mortal, 
fo inieniible as to refift thy influence V 
At thefe words he delivered me the 
not^, which! here tranfcribe, and fioift- 
ttk with my tears 



■^rl ' T 
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^ • • . r ' *i ' 

• ■ Dfeti^RTAt'^o Father Seyik. 

. .» • • ,^ . /: . J -J. ^. 1../ • -. ....«#. 

•JUBGE^iqiy&ienyd, whether I am not 
much to be lamented;. I iituft iiiftaiiiljr 
quit this fpot whicti was every day be« 
coming more and more dear to me ^— 
and I leave Madame D'Etioles plugged 
in the deepeft affti£tion. — ^The hufband 
of EleoQora is an upright man ~* and 
the wicked will never ceafe to pexie- 
cute* him^ Four days. after bis mar* 
^iage, he tore himfelf from the arms of 
his bride^r— a happy turn of affair^ 
ieeming to demand his fpeedy depar* 
turc for the capital: but on the very 
night of his, arrival in Faris he was 
drzfrged {tcm/his bed^ and planged 



inia tfab/abyflei of the Baftille.«i— We 
j^ave.}iiftttciured4bedroadfu] news of 
A\% ereDt^ahdtit becomes mdifperin 
fablyi neodS^y^ tbjEit I yi]>ould inflantly 
let out farTerfaillcfi^ ^faere. I muft re- 
Jttaia a. fufficifantneng^b of time to 
ipabr a. variety of applications, in his 
fctvoiur — though; with what degree of 
^cc^ na Jkuman foreiight camdetcr- 
.spiae.>t>i««Oh i . my poor £fter .^ ! . : 






* My fTiend> I recommend her to your 
tandecraft^and a^endoni and this do» 
pofity fo dear to my hearty is nbt.iba 
only or the deareO: one intrufted to you. 

My friend, do not inform your ador- 
able niece that I bum for her with a 
flame which (hall never b^ extinguilh- 
ed,-^ that the mod exalted happinefs 1 
^fplre tOx is that of pofleiTm^ her,-^ 

C4 
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that I am determined, at : whatever 
price, to merit her r-^— •no! tcHfiheriaoi 

f 

thin^'^of all this.' My behaviotir hafs 
been fuch as to juftify ;your'>diftituff, 
your anger, and pefhaps her enmity* 
But condefcend, at leaft> to affbre her 
that riiy injurious fufpicioos, even when 
flie Ihall have ronf^ited to bury them 
in eternal oblivion, will fiillxontinue 
to be a torment to my remeiiibrance** 
— • Adieu ? how hard that I muft be 
obliged to fet out on myijourney with* 
out dhce more feeing her 1— Jidleu i 

adietlJ : ?; ^-.c^.-. t;; ••;:•!} (>1 .'• yn 

■ :» ' r ( i , ■ . • • - • » •. c- . -f 
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Emily to Dorothy. 



• f 



I . . 



28th Augiift^>n at tught 

■ -• . . # • 

jVJY uncle was pot long gone before 
i fa w him return^ accompanied - by his 
young friend. ^* Behold, Juliette/*^ faid 
he> '^ I bring him back to you, fotho^ 
roughly convinced of his error, that he 
did 'not dare to come- without your 

order and my permiffioiti** . . • 

• • ■ 

"I depart, Aladara," faid t)olerval, 
** in the : deepcft ' affliQlon at the 
thoughts of quitting you :, and it would 
render me completely mif^rtfblei werfe 
you to iiiffer me to enteftain^thef idea 
that 1 carry with- me your refentment^ 
which I have but too well merited^ 

C5 
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Ah ! detgu at leail -^ l.entreat you^ in 
the Qtme o£ that tender compailion 
ivhlch oi|^;]jitYiQ& alimys tQ.^^ refund 
to thofe who are deeply fenfible of 
their ^fi^uUta^ Tw^^'^ciig^ to give me fome 
hope .that you wUl one day pardon ..u'* 

• i ' . ; ■ ^ * ' ■ . . ' L / ■ I ■ . . * . , . * ,# - fZ. 

•: ** T*6*i:y«»!:v replied I* 15;rottjh<i* 
my pardon •^Rnd Yetqrn a& loon -a* 
poffibk." 

- . - .- , . » ■ , • 

',..«<-»••'- ' '•"■ ■•.-... ' ... 

, .» * ^ ^i ..■ *-^ •■ •* ' ■ . , » - ' # . ■ ( • ^ ' ' 

: TWe teft TVMdv^riuiih he did not 
€xp€i^ Of vreqittre^ e£caped nie thi;ov|^ 
ina4v^t0Qey. Immediaitely he fell on 
juji )cntf^i|iefbre.me^-r-iinn«diaikly'he 
prefli^d. my band to his. bofom# Not a 
^Ua^k dropped from his lips: but 



getic tXk apr^ tbi^ thonfand onfpeak* 
Hbk things^ w]i4p)^ j(iU doqueii^ filem^ 
fHfL his .«rdc{i^ Jookf conveyed to 19} 
htsart} iP^rbapSji Iflk tlu|t moB^eBt .<^ 
fiirpfife and tiun^luoua eixK>tiQdyi| 
miky kavi? e«pr^£BB!$l my feelings in tto 
fameommnef :<H* I'kooiNr not-^ but 9t 
k^fi I an) glad that I caimot pofitivejjjr 
afiert it*^ flthoog^ I do not wiAi £k>» 
rotiiy^ to difgkiife or conceal any cU^ 
cumftance from your, knowledge. 

M tluit tnftaai m^ ancle exclaimed 
^ Is it nofc a fi»/to th.w^ their mutual 
jifieCHon,. fo tender, (i^ iajoocent and 
'pUHe; ? Ah I j^olet^^ ab { Juliette, ear 
joy your rights ! happy pair 1 are you 
»»t ajt^Jib^fy t^ ad^re e^^t qiber ? 
Xbere caA be:ltO':Cfii|ie. iqjmr aUacl^ 
ment !** /. .., . 
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The tone in which he pronounced 
tbefe laft words, inftantly reminded me 
of the mortifying' fehfelkms that muft 
have beea excited in his bofom by the 
fcene which he witneffed/ rimmedi* 
ately made an effort — perhaps a pain* 
ful effort — to recover from the ^(latis 
delirium which ^ had- fetzed me -i— and 
defired Dolerval to retire. But, without 
waiting for his obedience fa my com-* 
mand, I myfelf hsiftily ran out of the 
room. ' 

He remained but a moment B&er 
hie; and as he- was ■going- out of the? 
houfe, repeatedly exclaimed to Fathw 
S^vin, ^* *T!S for life ! — ^tis for life !" 

■ ' ■ • '. . ■, 

'Oh my parttoey, Dofpfhy-i-for'in 
vafn would. I- 'fti*uggle<*^titift an- irrev 
fiftible power— 'tis for life* 1 



s 



>'^ '."r^'f -. ?■• .::' ::'.•.',•■. , n- «S'''/ '' ' ' 

*f - . • 

ftt\ ; »u-* fv". t .:. '■ if . -.' ■ - i •J.---. 

• ■ • • • 

' ft TCh Au^fli 'tea tt nights 

Eight days ^^ to me aJmoA at ifKltiy 
centawies^-^are Jiow elapfed fiiic€>1iis 
depaiture:^' and the ddepiaffli^tan of 
his fifter feems to,afibr<L«'foo iare.apre*- 
fage that :he will not' fpeediiy retarm 
I know not how I could find fufficient 
firength to fupport me during this te* 
dibus abCenccji^if the company of Ma* 
dame D*£tioleg^did< not come in to my 
aid. We vifit her every day. The ador* 
abfe 'Womahl a thoufand times, in 
lookingitft her, J &ncied he was before 
jny eyes. It iis not<hawcveir the bare,re-I 
fembl^nee betvMfen their beautiful -fea^ 
twos thkt ' Urikesi me;: <;r- ^^ !^ that en^ 



gaging woman poflfefles moreover all 
thofe charms which are the pioft capti* 
vating in, hixxi-v^ bis fafcinating manner 
-—his winning addrefs — his tone of 
|>Ieai]iag.ie.i^nbiUtj^ which breathes the 
moft confummatc goodnefs of heart. 
in ptarfciculan. ftm 4iicoven(, tH^riiMi- 
ment Imitke my appeantnc^^ tihat ttir 
nf Hviefyf fatisfa^n. which keir:bcQtbir 
^ •••••:•. H)ec biiotbej;^ fiier fays, inalwi 
mention of me in every onccif hist lett^ft 
to her: -^ but vi4ttii wiU: (be fliow mi 
thofe letters ftom her bralber.?T^Ue:ft 
the conftant theme, of ojor difcourft.; 
i^r I pLaioLy perceiise that tot C^nvoft 
about himy is the only iconiblaitibni'fif 
which Madame 01Elii&le6 is at prefibaM 
fufceptible. When. Ji ipcdk to hti^ 
her owo affliSJon^i ibet is xin^ble to rat 
ply— her teara.imaMJdiisitely fe^^ 
flow ; .T^ £ fittSigle: omm. wUh bbr^s, w« 



snd ¥«ther SMsM. • • • hp^ poor'tnari 1 
is-tfae -molt wretched o(' the party v^^ 
he mufli< ndt dau^ to cotnplftid'^— « Ke 
Muft not ihed teartf 1 



•^> 






. HereiofbM ht fought tny company 
««^at prefiait bei'Attdioufly avoids- me; 
•All thofekours. whiclk )m»is not obliged 
«K^ facrifitt^ in' the peiibfiniuice of^hll 
fttterdotal duliite> he fpcnds In the g^ 
A^tky m that, gloomy arbour^ for whicll 
hoihowe of late an uti^otninon predi^ 
MkiOfK Oft dor (fee hibniiKfB\k in ft 
virith hMig and hafty ftrid^s^i till M 
kmglti^ exhauft^ witb^ fatigue) lie finki ^ 
fm a feat : nor can I Venture to go and 
foiife him from thofe profound and 
toelshchoiy^ r^erie^,' left, by the a^ 
tempt, 1^ ihould enly aggra^(e bis a A 
fii^tion; Hitherto there*' was »6ut on* 
floode I ooiild think of> to recall him t6 
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the prefbytery T- Mufic fUU pofTefles 
her wonted influence over him — ^ I 
have found neverthelefs that the founds 
of the piano were alone iafofficient to 
attraft him : -^ to produce that eflfefl, 
it becomes neceflfary to accompany it 
with my voice. As foon as my notes 
^re heard in hii^ folitary recefs^ he im- 
iD^d^ately quits it,- — ^^inftinftircly' ap* 
proacfaes the hpufe^ — r advances to the 
parlour where I am play in g>— ftOps at 
the door — and there liftens with filent 
inotionlefs a,ttention.-7- A great change 
has ; t^ken ' place in him, Dorothyj 
>vhich has nojr efcaped my notioe :-^ 
thpfe lively airs of which he was once 
(b fond, have now little power to roufe 
Km fipm his , reveries :— it is only by 
p^aijitivej tunes that I can foqthe his 
ipelamcholy.. 7- The. moment, however^ 
that I ce;afe^ he immediately returns Uk 

8 



his iblitary arbour; and if I wlfh t6 
Ijaften his flight, I have only to hum i 
fianzaof my favourite ballade ' ' 

■ • r 

But this afternoon I was deeply mor- 
tified on finding it impoflible to obtain 
my ufual fucceii. Inftead'of coining as 
iar as the^ parlouj" ddo'r, my unfortu* 
nato uiide flopped ^undet Uhe ^window. 
Wearied with myJlbngi-oontinUed but 
-fruitfefs eflfortSjI at length (leppeddbwa 
into the garden, where I found him 
firetched on a^ftonV bench/ in a kind 
of lethargic doze. iTdt^-Qia^^jddge of 
his condition, Dorothy, when I inform 
you^ tbat, oft aWaking' fron^hi&f trsuice, 
he felt himfelf too weak' to pay Ma^ 
dame D'Etioles a vifit : — - he had only 
foiBcientiftrenglh^to cpeeip'td'lhlart f&tal 
arbour, where I again ikw bil^ fink ii^ 
to a Hate of annihilation^ as it were ; 



gpd notvf it^ilftndiog all the <»re9 axid 
^ttentJQi¥ which my anxiety ceu)diug- 
geft, it \ySi$iBOt.Jill fua-fct that ha 
could be prevailed on to return to the 



*. 'J 
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On :;hi$ mtraitc^ I prefcnted him 
Somi food, and thought it neceflEaryte 
jrertirvd hint tl«it.four*and-twcttty houti 
jbad jel^pfed without his lakb^ any* rcK 
^reibment ;: . ^ 

• • ' I ■ 

, . . • J * ■ » ■■ r . »- 
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At ;0iefa words he retired -to hi$ 
.chamber: J pan. fe^ tbftt bin candH^ 
,(lill buraiog ii: and though I Xbould rife 
jtQ-pv>?raw : with th^ ifw,. I fliould iPO * 
doubt find thi^t Father Sevin was . al*- 
ready up before me. I have indeed 
eveiyreafim to thinks Dorothy* :^t a 
^^ery finaU portion of his nights ia 4^ 
vot«d to.fleep. 

Id prefeating you with this alirmiog 
pii^e of his fuferings* I feel that I 
! clearly point out the. road which it be* 
;Comci my duty to puifwk /Bbew ia no 
longer any room for hefitadoiit^notit 
moment ta be loft -^ I muft fly.— How 
can I think of prolonging my flay in a 
houfe where I am the fource of perpe* 
tual torment to the moft generous, the 
moft unfortunate of men ? «-^ I muft 
quit it:f— my abfence cannot caufe 
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ihere any calamities that will bear the 
Ymalleft comparifon with thofe which- 
arife from my prefence. — • But then, 
what is to become of me ? — I know 
•not : ~ but I wuft depart. 



', '. . t 

i . / X 



Depart ? and fliall Mdnfieur Doler- 
-viAfOn hi§ return^ not find me here? — 
He would not furvive the (hock i And 
I myfelf . . i , , . . Dorothy ! my dear Do^ 
:Totbyllfdo* 1 fondly indulge a ground- 
lefshope} do yoii think that Madami^ 
D^Etioles #.»,•...? ^But whether (he 

^dmitaixtii reje£l6 ^le^ { muft fly fronv 
4he.pcefbytery/ - "' 
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Emily to. Dorothy. 

' ■ • \ ■ J ■ 

Touii, Augaft 28^ nooa. 

This mdmnig I roifo' at a Very early 
how. — My «uncle' Wfts klready in iht 
parlour.— " What !*' faid he : " fo 
early ! It feems^ then,* you forefaw that 
it would be well to have a long morn- 
ing before us/* 



1 1 
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Hethen^c>pofed id iAeto take a 
turn in the garden: ^we walked tKert 
for a confiderable time, and vilited 
every part of it except the arbour. 
At length' he nequbfte4 the ' to ^water 
fome flowers, — next to train up the 
drooping branches of a negle£ted wood* 
bine, — then he whiftfcd to- his pf cf ty 



4& i^^Uir.nx iraRsiiurr; 

little feathered &vourites, that they 
might come all together to receive my 
carefTes. A moment after^ at. his own 
defire, we returned to the parlour^ 
where I had much lefs difficulty than I 
expefted in prevailing on him to take 
Cbnike bre^k/aft With ancu-r- Sooit iaftec, 
he preflfed me to iing : and atieoglh; 
a^ the clock ftruck nine, he rofe from 
lu${ fe^ in evident agitation, and : 

** Come/' faid he : " it is time, J^Kt 

ette— it is time We did not fee 

Ma4ame tD'fitiok) yefterday : — *ill 
you do, me the favour of deliveriAg^ her 
this note?" 



.1 . • 



.^^;« WjUh thp greateft pleafure, uncle.^ 

/ ... ... 

.; I was immediately fetting dut:-^ 
^^fecatl^d me 




L^IWloctl M&ch'hflAbt/jAlasf li^i^ 
Iter are. ^ott. il»sn*yi^f : W¥a)ri^^ 0^ 
moment, Juliette! I requeft but <MI 



moment/* 



ii > ■ 
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'J >'#cenisncld, I ofdfmlt^ by mf 
ieaffiiief& and /lifpsich» ia gif« ybu « 

. Hd aidinot Isl}ow^mi <tbi fiiMOii^Air 
feaiciice, **4#;^^biM^ ^ ' the m^ ^melting 
tfid; sct'tKe'fame tin«ei':|h^^riibft^liekit^/ 
picfeiog tone, ^< A4iMFy lullettfe !*^ faid 
he: <' adieu, my chilH^i^Hnt 1 flddl 

prefently My niece," added he, 

audcropiing^ :fai6l vfiibMird^'^rip^e^ 
(Mdieoibobriefli jouhieryihiap 



** What is this I hear ? — You'tdahii 



1 



an^} iinifter /defign againft your emit 






*' I, my child ? — I ? — It feems then 
yoM ill toiotr wie:.a» y^tl— wl nielf'he 
vmfQriufi«]l^;.,bi;l never^ never will I 
confent to commit an infeotioniil cdhne.! 
»— Banifh your fears, Juliette ! I am 
4initxft}djsl^d to liye ; H* alas I I; will ItVe. 
^•^•;. .,f»Ad4:you>mcaowhik, my dcair 
2jch) *mi»bl^ : girl, go — deliver i that 
)^ter :tOrM<»d^a^:Di*£tioles> Qn dw>ii i^ 
fior ;€V)cr, a^ieu ! 









,: At thefe words he Tank on Ihistibair 
r-^a f^ddenialteratioa ih.his bounte-^ 
i^ince jbetrayed : evident fy mptoms of 
the moft violent internal agitation, -^ 
and a convuUive tremor Ihook his whole 
*frame.:'..v— •' ■ ^ • ■ • ... 
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'•^ Ah ! unble ! dear uncle !** ex- 
clairtied T. 

, ** Be not alarmed at my (ituation ;'* 
replied he. " My ej^es have long for- 
got to weep. The tears, unable to find 
a paflage, fcald my diftraftcd brain •— 
if I can give them vent, I am fafe. -^ 
But, go, my child — why don't you go ?. 
I command you to go, in the name of 
the greateft facrlfice of which a man is^ 
capable — in the name of the facrificc 
which I feel myfelf bound to make,'' 

" Adieu, uncle I my dear uncle, 
adieu !'* 

" Go, Juliette ! charming girl ! go ! 
— and if ever you deign to bcftow a 
thought on me — ah! think of me, i 
conjure you, not barely with com- 

VoL.III. D 
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^affion — but alfo — for perhaps I have 
deferved it — with good-will and ef- 
,teem !" 

Thefe laft words "excited in my bo- 
fom a tender emotion which I was 
.unable to controuL My uncle lire teh- 
eed forth his hand to me — I caught it 
— affe6tionately fqueezed it — prefled 
it to my lips — let fall on it a tear — 
and fuddenly darted out of the houfe. 
As I paffed through the court-yard, I 
heard the heart-rending fighs of the 
poor prieft s and as I was fhutting the 
.outer door of the prefbytery, another 
adieu reached my ear. That -was the 
:laft one, Dorothy : but, were I to live 
.a.hundred years, I (hall never forget it. 

J foon arrived at Madame D'Eti- 
^ dies', agitated to a degree that I can- 
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not defcribe. Not only was my mind 
difturbed by the fcene I had juft wit- 
neffed :— but being aware of the per- 
haps indifcreet requeft contained in the 
letter I had delivered, I waited with the 
moft lively anxiety to fee the effeft 
^hich its perufal would produce. — It 
was read over — * devoured as it were — 
in an inftant : and Madame D'Etioles * 
at the fame moment exhibited tokens 
of furprife, of forrow, and of joy. 
Then, inftead of entering into any ex- 
planations, Ihe took me by the hand, 
and, condu6ting me into an adjoining 
apartment, *' My dear Juliette," faid 
flie, " this is the chamber which I re- 
queft you to occupy. In my houfc, be 
your own abfolute miftrefs — deign to 
teeome to me a. fecond felf. Ah ! if 
you .have* occafion for my confolatrons, 
I iland. in jao. Jefe. neecLof jcours*'? . 
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«' Madam ..... ." 

■yi. ~. - « It is not ' Madam,* but * My friend/ 
' that you muft call me," replied flue, 
embracing me. 

" My friend, then, my genwrous 
friend, I know not what Father Sevin 
may have written to you : — but if yoa 
knew in What a condition I left 
him .'' 

*'You fliall foon fee what he has 
written," replied fhe, putting the letter' ' 
into my hand : *^ but ae to his condi* 
tion, you may make your mind eafy on 
that fcore. I'll fend him a fervant, who 
fliall watch over him, and never quit 
him for a moment. You may depend 
dipon it, that the greateft care (hall be 
taken of hinu Dolerval and I are fuf-* 
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ficiently rich to make the neceflfary pro- 
vifion for his friend, and to take care 
that he want for nothing. — But I quit 
you for a while : you feem to ft and in 
need of quiet and retirement : when 
you choofe to join fociety again, yoa 
know where to find me." 

At thefe words (he quitted the room. 
— 1 remained aftoniflied and confound- 
ed at the noble fimplicity of manner 
iwrith which this divine woman loaded 
BK with favours. 

. I will not undertake, Dorothy, to tell 
you what a flood of tears I ihed on 
■reading the letter from my unfortunate 
uncle:—- 1 content myfelf with fending 
you a copy of it. 
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Father Sevin to Madame 
D'Etioles. 

St. Cyr, 28th Augiift, two in the morning. 

At length my hour is come. The 
darknefs of the night by which I am 
furrounded is lefs gloomy than that 
mental darknefs which begins to ob- 
fcure my reafon. My virtue — my too 
feeble virtue begins to totter. One 
day more, and I fhall perhaps lofe all' 
the fruits of my painful refiftancCi "^ 
perhaps infult her modefty by a con- 
feflion which ought never to reach her 
ears. — My hour is come! every cir- 
cumftance imperiouQy demands the 
cruel facrifice. Quick ! let a feparation 
immediately take place ! — Let a great 
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iTjisfortune »fave me from a greater : 
and fmce I muft at all events lofe her, 
ah! let me. at lead lofe her without- 
having given her offence. 

'Tis you, Madam, who are befl en- 
titled to the. honour of receiving her. 
Your virtues give you a juft claim tO' 
the privilege of being intruded with the 
objeft of your brother's innocent af- 
feftion, and of my guilty paffion. Guil-- 
ty! — but why guilty? why (hould 
there exift fuch a difference between 
the unfortunate Sevin and the happy 
Dolerval ? Why where thofe unjuft 
inftitutions eftabliflied, which deprive 
me of thofe rights that he is permitted 
to enjoy ? By what ftrange perverfion 
of Nature's law am I forbidden to be a 
man as well as he ? What power on 
earth has a right to prohibit the exer- 
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cife of thofe faculties with which the ' 
Almighty has endowed me, and which 
I, dill retain unimpaired? — Ah! un** 
feeling law-makers, who without a 
blufh have decreed, that, from the day 
when 1 fhould enter into holy orders, I 
muft ceafe to love the faireft, lovelieft 
objeft under heaven, — why did you riot 
at the fame time provide that I fliould 
no longer poffefs eyes to fee, ears to 
hear, and, above all, that I (hould no 
longer poffefs a heart to feel ? 

But what concern do they feelat the 
injuftice, the abfurdity, the imjpradtica- 
bility of the Ijiws they impofe on their 
inferiors? They themfelves every day 
trample thofe laws under foot. It i$ 
only for us they have enafted them — 
for us whom they would deem un- 
worthy of their notice, if it were not. 
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that they derive fome advantage from 
our oppreffion,-— for us, a vile, degraded, 
defpifed race — and defervedly defpif- 
^d, fince, enflaved as we are, we are 
ftupid enough to glory in our obedient 
fubmiilion to their iron yoke. 

• 

And though one of our body (hould 
be inclined to difobey them, how can 
he burft the fetters with which they 
keep him bowed down to the ground ? 
As to myfelf — lucklefs man ! — do I, 
in the condition which I have been 
compelled to embrace *— do I ftill re- 
tlLin even the human figure ? What 
woman — 1 mean what virtuous modeft* 
woman like Juliette — could, on feeing' 
me clad in this garb of profcription, 
even fufpeft that I belong to the hu- 
man fpecies? And if, prompted by 
foolilh hope, I had ventured to fay to* 
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her, " Juliette ! I mud poffefs you, or 
my death is the confequence," — would 
fhe not have immediately anfwered, 
** Thoughtlefs, inconfiderate man ! what 
propofal can you make ? View • that 
funereal veft that envelops your limbs r 
— it is in my eyes a conftant badge of 
your reprobation : — it is the drefs.of 
mourning — and for yourfelf you wear 
it. Go, wretch ! bafte to open the 
gates of Hymen for whoever demands- 
admittance ; but you muft never pre- 
fume to enter the temple yourfelf: you 
.would bring to the altar only unavail- 
ing vows : your God can no longer 
admit them, fince he is prohibited by 

human laws !" 
« 

Oh ! what a material dltTerence it 
would make, if I were allowed to re- 
fume the dignity of my nature in fome 




EMILY DE VAEMONT. gg 

Other profefEon, though deemed lefs 
honourable than that in which I am 
now placed ! Then, perhaps, the 
happy Dolerval would not fo eafiiy 
have carried off the prize ! I wpuld. 
have ventured to have difputed it with 
him — yes, I would have difputed it 
with him, or with the moft amlabKi 
man upon earth : — the moft amiable ! 
but who better defeives that name, 
than the man who poffefles the greatcfl 
portion of fenfibility ? Who could 
have more ardently loved and adored 

her- than I ? Oh happincfs ! oh 

blifs fupreme ! fhc might have become 
my wife ! flie might have loved me ! I 
might have been able to obtain her ! — 
Obtain her? — avaunt the idea! it is 
dreadful— it is infupportable — it kin- 
dles a devouring flame in my bofom — 
my feveriQi blood boils in my veins — 

D 6 



'"»«~ 



\ 



Go EMILY DB rARMONt. 

I feel my heart torn with anguifh — 

my foul overwhelmed with defpair 

But, what noife, what tumult affails 
my ears ? -—The rage of the tempeft is 
let loofe — the forked lightning fur- 
rows the dark concave of heaven—- 
the loud-roaring thunder breaks the 
ftill filence of night ! — Await, thou 
avenging God ! await ! I hafte to meet 
thy bolt— -I hafte — and may it in- 
ftantly ftrike me to annihilation ! 



Four o* clock in the morniDg* 

How came I to interrupt my letter ? 
what unknown power conveyed me to 
the arbour where I juft now found my- 
felf ? what an oppreflive fleep over- 
came me there ! what ftrange dreams 
haunted my imagination ! what a fitu- 
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ation was that from which I have juft 
emerged ! — Let's fee — let me read 
what I had written-—" tempeft ! 
lightning! thunder !**— alas ! on awak- 
ing, all nature was calm and ferene : — 
the tempeft muft have raged only in my 
own bofom. 

Ah ! in pity, remove from my fight 
this young woman whofe prefence 
gives me both pleafure and pain,-— 
whofe voice foothes and torments me, 
-^ whofe looks attraft and inflame me, 
— this dangerous woman, in fliort, whofe 
every word finks deep into my remem- 
brance, — whofe every gefture I ap- 
plaud, — whofe every motion I admire, 
— and whofe every motion, every gef- 
ture, every word, carries an irrefiftible 
charm that fafcjnates all my fenfes ! — • 
Let her be removed from my fight ! 
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let her be taken away! — let her be 
torn from me! it is full time— -if it 
is not already too late ! 

Into your hands. Madam, I furrcn- 
der her : — it is now your turn to af- 
ford her proteftipn. — Even her per*- 
fonal fafety requires that you fhould be 
informed of the cruel perfecutions fhe 
has already undergone in fuch early 
youth : and when the humiliating con- 
feffion of my own wretched condition 
cfe^pes me, can (he refufe to pardon me 
for revealing the fecret of her misfor- 
tunes, which are totally exempt from 
fhame or difgrace?— I have not the 
fmalleft doubt on the fubjeft: to en- 
tertain a doubt, would be an unpar- 
donable crime. — There exift, Madam 
— would you believe it ? — there exift 
certain monfters who are capable of 



EMILY DE VARMONT. 6^ 

hating this accompliflied mafter-piece 
of nature and education ! Be it your 
talk to defend Juliette from their rage: 
confole her for their injuftice, which 
will find no imitators. Juliette ! did I 
fay? — no, flie is not Juliette: (lie is 
not the niece of the humble Sevin. 
Heaven muft have intended that flic- 
fliould be born of noble extra&ion ; 
and it has not done her juftice, if it did 
not place her on a throne, — Calm and 
undifturbed in noy peaceful retreat, I 
knew not that the Almighty had taken 
pleafure in forming a creature fo fupe- 
rior to all the reft of the human race. 
One day (he came at the firft dawn of 
the morn — but the blufli of morn was 
lefs beauteous than the tints which 
glowed on her youthful cheek — (lie 
came, accompanied by all her graces'—, 
charming in her terror — powerful in 
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her diftrefs — irreCftible in her forrom 
condition. She appeared — (he fpoke 
— (he entreated — her every word was 
^ command. Fool that I was ! I ef- 
teemed myfelf happy to afford fhelter 
tp this daughter of heaven I . Rafh^ 
thoughtlefs man 1 1 did not refleft, that, 
although it may be poffible to refift Na- 
tare when her voice, alone is heard, 
flie becomes irrefiftible when fhe has 
ftrengthened her own power by the fu- 
preme power of beauty. 

. How dearly have I paid for this 
raiftaken confidence ! and yet, fuch is 
ray folly, that, notwithftanding all I 
have fuffered — notwithftanding all I 
am ftill doomed to fuffer — • there is no 
misfortune which I would more dread 
than that of relapfing into my former 
indifference. I have fucceffively and 
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coUeSively felt, in their full force, all 
thofe pleafing and painful fenfations' 
which can be excited in the human 
heart by that paflion which ever reignff 
paramount over all the hoft of fubordi- 
ndte paflions that fojlow in its train. I 
have experienced the firft rifing tu- 
mults of love in my bofom-— its mo- 
deft confufion — its timid reveries — • 
its melting languor-^ its courageous 
felf-denial — its virtuous facrifices. I 
have tafted the painful plcafore of it* 
ftruggles — the charming delufion of h» 
hopes — the rapid enchantment of it* 
delirium. — Alas ! I have not always 
.been abl? to refift its powerful energy, 
ijts ardent defines, its guilty projects. 
And, for my greater torment, I have 
felt the influence of cruel jealoufy, 
which, like a corroding vulture, preyed 
upon my heart — and, though a hun-- 
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dred times fabdued, has proved as of- 
ten viftorious. Ah ! Dolerval ! ah, my 
friend ! pardon me : — you may fafely 
do it — you ought to do it '—'tis no* 
difficult talk for a fuccefsful rival to- 
ihow his clemency .^ Happy Dolerval } 
you, who poffefs fufficient merit to 
pleafe her, are worthy to obtain her^ 
Let her be for ever yours ! you will 
render her happy — and that is the 
only pleafure I am permitted to look 
to : — my only real confolation arifes 
from the hope of feeing her completely 
bleft. 

. Tell her. Madam No f tell 

her nothing at all — but fhow her this- 
letter — I requeft you will fliow it to- 
her.. Alas ! when you read it, I fhall be 
alone in the wide world — abfolutely 
alone! Her prefence will no longer 
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adorn my humble abode : — I (hall 
have loft her — for ever loft her I — 
The unfortunate Sevin will be, to her, 
as one numbered with the dead.— Ah 1^ 
Juliette ! retain at leaft fome memorial 
of me — accept this teftimony of your 
own power and of my weaknefs : — • 
deign to accept and preferve it. If it 
betrays an unfortunate paffion which^ 
ought never to have been revealed to 
you, — you will alfo find in it a tefti- 
mony of that profound refpe6l from 
which I have never fwerved in your 
prefence — of that truly religious ve- 
neration with which your fuperior vir- 
tues never ceafed to imprefs me, even in 
oppofition to the powerful influence of 
your charms. 

I, meanwhile, after the lenient hand 
of time fhall have poured balm int^ 
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the wounds of my heart — will indulge 
the fweetefl", fondeft remembrance : — - 
I will repair to that garden where I 
have feen her take a pleafure in tend- 
ing the (hrubs and flowers — dextrous, 
as tlie Graces — light as young Ze- 
phyr. My foot (hall tread in the print 
• of her fteps — my care fhall be en> 
''ployed in perpetuating thofe flowers 
which flie has cultivated. Of my birds, 
the one that (he honoured with her 
preference —* the fame that has fince 
been mfy favourite «— (hall be taught to^ 
repeat her name. Oft will 1 fit by that 
in(trument who(e vocal firings were 
fiwaked into harmony divitie by the 
rapid and mafterly touch of her fingers : 
there, with attentive ear^ I'll endea- 
vour to catch the floating founds of her 
enchanting voice ; -— but never, never 
will I dare to profane by a fingle look 
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the fanftuary where 'Ihe paffed her 
peaceful nights. 

Irhus, in the deep folitude of my re- 
treat, every thing will ftill remind me 
-of Juliette; nor fhall her adored image 
be effaced from my remembrance, till 
life (hall be no more. 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

■ 

Tours, September io# 

How poignantly I feel your new afflic- 
tions, my dear Dorothy ! — how I re- 
gret that I cannot fly to Paris to afford 
you every confolation in my power ! 
But my mother's hatred, and the fa- 
vage barbarity of her fon, have for ever 
feparated me from my fifter : — of all 
the misfortunes which their injuftice 
has entailed on me, this is the moft cruel, 
and I every day more fenfibly feel it. 
How completely wretched muft I my- 
felf be, when every individual in whofe 
welfare I take an intereft, is involved 
in misfortune ! This woman, whofe 
every day, every hour, is marked by 
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:fome beneficent deed, — whofe greateft 
pleafure is to feek out the unfortunate, 
and adminifter confolation to them, — 
whofe thoughts feem entirely engroffed 
with the means of difFufing happinefs 
on all around her,— who ftudies incef- 
fantly to afford me frefli proofs of her 
tender friendfliip — well ! fate conti- 
nues with unwearied perfeverance to 
put her fortitude to the fevereft trials ! 

— and her brother . it appears 

as if he were never more to return ! 

You may perhaps recolleft, that, 
.during the firft days of my refidence 
here, J was furprifed that Madame. 
.D'Etbles did not, in the mod diftant 
manner, attempt to queftion me re- 
fpeSing my fecrets, which were partly 
revealed in my uncle^ letter. Sinpe 
that time I have reflected that this con^ 
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duft may on her part be a necefla- 
ry inftance of difcretion — a delicacy 
-'which circumftances in fome meafure 
compel her to obferve : *— for, in faft, 
how can fhe with propriety expeft that 
I fliould freely unbofom myfelf to her, 
while (lie cannot on the other hand ho- 
nour me with her unlimited confidence? 
The world at large think ihe is ftill a 
widow y and fhe herfelf continues to , 
leave me in the dark refpefting her fe- 
cond marriage. I da not intend either 
to furprife her into a difclofure of her 
fecret, or to extort it by importunity : 
but fmce (he with-holds from me that 
mark of her confidence, I prefume flie 
rs no doubt obliged to obferve fuch 
myfterious fecrecy. In the mean time, 
however, I am thus deprived of ray 
only remaining confolation — that of 
feeing what h^r brother writes con-^ 
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cerhing me in thofe letters which regu- 
larly come from him by every poft. It 
muft certainly be from this circum- 
ilance alone, that I find my days drag 
heavily on in the fociety of this woman, 
engaging as fhe is in every other re- 
fpe£l. 

• But, exclufive of this, have I not an- 
other fource of affliftion ? My uncle's 
indifpofrtion ftill continues. His grief 
on our feparation has thrown him into 
a deep and languid melancholy, from 
which time alone can recover him. 
We fend every morning to make in- 
quiries concerning him; my amiable 
friend pays him a vifit every. evening, 
and I with fad anxiety wait her return, 
to Jearn particulars. You are well 
are that I cannot with propriety vi- 
VoL. III. E 
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fit him myfelf — I am never to fee.him 
again — poor Father Sevin ! 

When I fee, Dorothy — when I fee 
misfortune thus purfue every individual 
who has any regard for me, I often fay 
to myfelf in the bitternefs of my heart 
— though indeed without fufficient 
foundation — that the generous Bovile 
might perhaps not have met with his 
untimely fate, if he had not taken too 
deep an intereft in my welfare. I ac- 
cufe myfelf of having extended to him 
the finifter influence of my unlucky 
ftar : — I then tremble left Madame 
D'Etioles — charming and kind as (he 
is — (hould one day have reafon to re- 
pent of having ever been acquainted 
with me. Oh ! my God ! if any misfor- 
tune were to befall faer brother ! 
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Adieu, Dorothy ! my mind is clouded 
with the mod gloomy ideas, which I 
forbear to dcfcribe, as they could only 
add to the weight of your affliftions.— 
Adieu ! 



/ 



E* 



76 JMAy ©E TJtRMQNT. 



Emily to Dorothy. 



Toursy Qftober 



Congratulate your fifter, my 

dear Dorothy ! He has been here thefe 
ten days ! Lament my misfortune ne- 
verthelefs — for to-morrow he is to fet 
out again. 

How enchantingly have paffed thofe 
happy days ! what an efFeft have our 
paflions in lengthening or fliortening 
the duration of time ! In his abfence, 
every hour appeared an age: — in his 
company, ten days were but as a mo- 
ment. 
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But how can I attempt to defcribe to 
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you the charm which accompanied our 
employments, our relaxations, our con- 
verfations, and even his (ilence ? Hovr 
expreflive is his filence i how attentive 
he is to me — and how tender in his 
attentions ! But at the fame time what 
a refpeftful referve prevails in his dif- 
courfe ! what delicacy in his manner! 
Would you believe, that, fince his re- 
turn, he has never once ventured to fay 
a fingle word to me on the fcore of 
Jove, though it is evidently in full pof- 
Jeffion of his heart ? — It is trpe, in- 
deed, that his filler how he 

idolifes her I and hov^^ he is beloved by 
her in turn ! How warmly they both 
feem attached to me 1 She cannot exift 
without me^ — flie never quits my com- 
pany. He, on*the other hand, is no 
fooner abfent for a moment from his 
Eteonora, than he runs in fearch of her. 
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You fee, Dorothy, that we are almoft 
infeparable ; — fo that I fometimes 
doubt whether Madame D'Etioles is, 
not even more tenderly attached to me 
than to her brother, — and whether he 
does not entertain a greater degree of 
friendfliip for her than of love for me. 
As to him, however, I have fome reafon 
to think that he would not always fo ea- 
gerly feek his filler's company, were it 
not that he well knows a certain perfon 
-is conftantly with her. ^More than once 
-have I overheard him — ^when haftily en- 
tering the houfe, quite warm and fa- 
tigued — call out, " Picard ! where is 

Mademoifelle ?" then fuddenly 

checking himfelf " Where is 

Madame D'Etioles ? I beg you will tell 
•me where I can find her." 

It ought ever to be an enchanting 
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fpeflacle, to behold the tender union 
which prevails between thefc two rela- 
tives, both equally alive to the firft and 
deareft affections of nature. Ncverthe- 
lefs it has often thrown me into the 
dcepeft afHiftion, by adding a tenfold 
portion of bitternefs to the regret I feel 
for my eternal feparation from my dear 
Dorothy, Often, by an unhappy con- 
catenation of ideas, it excites in my 
bofom confufed fenfations of horror 

and affright, when I reflect on 

Shall I never hie able to banifli the 
dreadful remembrance ? fliall I never 
be. able entirely to forget the cruel bar- 
barian ? 

But let us divert our eyes from the 
frightful pifture : let us direft ©ur at- 
tention to this interefting pair, who ex- 
hibit fo perfect a model of fraternal 

E4 
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love. How worthy he is of infpiring 
thofe tender fentiments which he ex- 
periences from her ! captivating youth ! 
— and how juftly is (he entitled to his 
affeflion! (he, who, by her example 
ftill more than her inftruftions, has 
called forth into aftion the numerous 
good qualities which have fallen to the 
lot of her brother ! 

This adorable woman cannot fail of 
always appearing to greater advantage, 
the longer and better (he is known. 
Whoever happens occa(ionally to en- 
joy her company, muft no doubt re- 
main enchanted with her accompli(h- 
ments and her attraftions : but in the 
happinefs of a more intimate connec- 
tion, it is the amiable qualities of her 
heart that will attraft the principal at- 
tention : ■ her heart ! it poflTeflfes 
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charms a thoufand times fuperior even 
to thofe of her perfon. And then her 
mind, fo cultivated, endowed bcfides 
with fo many native graces— her happy 
difpofition — that fweet ferenity of tem- 
per which her long affliftions have been 
unable to ruffle — to what can I com- 
pare them, unlefs to the excellent cha- 
mfter, the amiable difpofition, and the 
charming temper of her brother and 
her pupil ? 

Do you think he does not alfo equal 
her in the endowments of the heart ? — 
But, Dorothy, to-morrow is the day ap- 
pointed for his departure ! 

He is diftrafted at the idea — yes, I 
can plainly fee that he is! Neverthelefs 
he quits me ! he offers this violence to 
kts feelings ! and from what motive ? — 

'e5 
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No other than that of putting a period 
to his fifter's anxiety — or perhaps even 
of barely fupporting her drooping fpi- 
jits by the phantoms of hope. 

And (liall I tell you to what lengths 
he carries the attentions of friendlhip ? 
Know then, Dorothy, that he has 
brought down a phyfician from Paris^ 
for the exprefs purpofe of prefcribing 
for my unfortunate uncle. I am in- 
formed, however, that Father Sevin is 
not in danger. But he requires very 
delicate management ; and perhaps^ 
after a languid exiftence of feveral 
years, the kind of melancholy with 
which he is afFefted may degenerate 
into a confumption, if timely precaution 
be not taken to prevent it. Poor Fa- ' 
ther Sevin ! why was he doomed ever 
to become acquainted with me? or 
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rather why was he, thruft into a pro- 
feffion which is perhaps wholly unfit 
for a man of fenfibility ? — Poor Fa- 
ther Sevin ! , 

, His young friend pays him, every 
morning and evening, a long vifit. He 
is always melancholy when he returns / 
from the prefbytery. I efteem him 
the more for his folicitude and his 
fympathy, in both of which I fincercly 
participate. 

« 

Fortunately I fee him labouring un- 
der a load of anxiety from a different 
caufe. I fay " fortunately" — becaufe 
that extreme referve in his conver- 
fation, which I have commended in a 
former part of this letter, — and which 
cannot but affedt me very much, — 

E 6 
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would caufe me a certain degree of 
une^nefs, if I did not plainly perceive 
that his conftrained filence cofts hiirt 
many fevere internal ftruggles. Sonre- 
times, after a paufe of feveral minutes 
fpent in reverie and irrefolution, he is 
fuddenly hurried away by ati invblun^ 
tary tranfport, a'ncf feems on the point 
of confeflihg to rte his hopes or fears. 
But a fingle gefture, a word, a lobk 
from Madame t)'Etioles immediately 
reprefles his impetuofity : — s- fo power* 
ful an afcendancy has fhe over him ! 
Madame D'Etioles, indeed, feems to 
, poffefs much greater influence over him 
than I, and to hold in her hand, as ft 
were, the heart and foul of the young 
man, who (hoWs hiiiifelf fo docile and 
fubmiffive to her guidance, even in his 
moft lively emotions. 
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But, to-morrow is the day appointed 
for his departure \ To-morrow — to- 
morrow, we muft bid each other a mer 
lancholy adieu. 



4 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

, • ■ * • 

06lober 3, noon. 

Oh ! his adieux ! I did not forefee a 
circumftance which was to render them 
much more aj(Fe£ting. 

He was on the point of fetting out 
on his journey, ahd, with a counte- 
nance expreflive of deep dejeftion, wa$ 
quitting us. — I, meanwhile — my 
voice faultering, my heart ready to 
burft with fighs, my eyes bathed with 
tears — had hardly ventured to breathe 
my wilhes for his fpeedy return.— 
Suddenly he (lopped (hort, ran towards 
us, and fell on his knees at my feet. — 
His fitter attempting to check his tran£- 
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port — " No ! no !" cried he : " I 
have already fufFered too much from 
this cruel filence ! I can no longer 
endure it !" Then addreffing me, " I 
am wretched," faid he, " in the ex- 
treme! The love with which 1 burn for 
you — that love fo tender, fo pure, fo 
honourable — does not affeft you I 
You perfift in remaining unknown to 
us, and would ftill have us to con- 
fider you as Juliette, the niece of Father 
Sevin. But do you, my dear Eleonora, 
extort from her a confeffion of her fe- 
cret. Banifli that delicacy which has 
hitherto with-held you, and relieve me 
from my prefent ftate of cruel uncer- 
tainty. Begin by imparting to her all 
your own fecrets — reveal them to her 
for my fake." 

. Madame D'EtioIes was about ta 
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fpeak : but I h&ftily anticipated her 
words. " Dear Madam," faid I, ** it 
would no doubt be highly flattering to 
me to be honoured with yx)ur fecrets ; 
and I fliould be happy that you thought 
me worthy of fuch confidence : but let 
me, in the firft inilance, premife that 
fuch conduft on your part can never 
induce me to reveal my own fecrets. 
You have long poffefled my entire ccm* 
fidence : and if I have hitherto for* 
borne to give you that proof of it, it is 
only becaufe I am unfortunately con« 
demned to remain for ever filent on the 
fubje£t in queftion/' 

" My dear Juliette,'" replied flie, '' I 
fliall not oflfer any apologies in juftifi* 
cation of the filence I have hitherto 
preferved : I leave it to yourfelf to judge 
^f its motives. I a^ now prepared to 
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make a full difclofure : for there no 
longer feems to cxift any reafon why I 
(bould henceforward deprive myfelf of 
the confolations to be received from 
fuch a friend as you." After this pre- 
face fhe immediately informed me of 
what (be thought I did not already 
know — her fecond marriage and her 
hufband's imprifonment, — adding " 1 
am not at Kberty to reveal any further 
particulars at prefent : 1 muft not dif- 
clofe either* iiiy hufband's ndm^, or the 
unfortunate affair which obliges him to 
live irtcog'irito J bec^ufe thefe are fecrets 
which b^ldng to him ilone." Then 
addreffing her brother, " Would he 
have intruded them to you, Dolerval, 
if he had thought you would make no 
fcruple of revealing them to the woman 
ydu love ? You need not repeat to me 
that dangetous argument that this 
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young lady is worthy of your entire 
confidence : for where is the lover who 
will not fay the fam^ thing of tb^ 
woman on whopi he has fixed his af- 
feftions? Thus the principle, though 
in itfelf undeniable, woul4* be over- 
thrown by the crowd of exception's ; 
•and the fecrets of friendfliip' would be 
facrifice4 to the indifcretions of ]ove» 
I have a thoufand times told you, Dor 
lerval — and I have myfelf, by fad 
experience, lately proved , the truth of 
the maxim, — that if we wifli fteadi}y 
to perfeyere in the pi^rforjSaance of a 
painful <duty,'we muft never venture to 
reafon or compound with it." 

During the latter part of this dif- 
courfe her brother feemed wrapt in 
deep abftraflion, unconfcious of what 
ijie faid : — his afflidion is not to be 
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defcribed. — " We (hall never," cried 
he in the accent of grief, — " we fhall 
never become acquainted with the 
particulars of her fate ! I (hall never be 
able to obtain her ! And that happy 
union, the nope of which fupport- 
ed '' 



" You fee," interrupted Madame 
D'Etioles, clafping me in her arms — 
" You fee how ardently he loves you. 
By a fingle word you can alleviate my 
^misfortunes, as I fhould then have the 
ipleafure of feeing my brother's happi- 
nefs begun. — What ! can you not at 
leaft do as I have done, — difclofe fo 
much of your hiftory as concerns your- 
felf alone, and fupprefs that part which 

folely relates to your ^emies, 

fince we are given to underftand that it 
is poffible you (hould have enemies ?*' 



1* 
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Well, Dorothy ! whether it was that 
Madame D'Etloles' remarks (hed a ray 
of hope dn my mind, or that I could not 
endure to behold Monfieur Dolerval's 
agitation, I was no longer able to re- 
prefs the eiFufions of my foul, — but, 
" However fortunate," faid I, " you 
may deem that union of 'which you 
fpeak, I know — fp well am I ac- 
quainted with your heart — that you 
could never relifh the fweets of it, 
while your filler continued to groan 
under the weight of affliftion. Go, 
Dolerval ! exert your every effort to 
reftore to her arms the hufband of her 
afFeftions ! Hafte to bring him back ! 

I fhall then fee I (hall then dif^ 

clofe to you the chief part of my mif- 
fortunes : I (hall reveal my name, if 
poflible : and then you (hall judge what 
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means may be fufficient to overcome 
the numerous obftacles ..... /* 

The Jmpatient efFervefcence of his 
joy did not allow me to conclude : — 
he loaded me with a profufion of the 
liK)ft tender thanks — he afFeftionately 
embraced his fifter — and immediately 
requcfted my permlfllon to write to me 
from Paris. 



«i 



Dire£Hy ? — by no means !'* 



** Well then, one fingle letter, when 
I have obtained the enlargement of 
your future brother-in-law." 

" Let the happy intelligence be di- 
refted to me ! Mine be the inexpref- 
(ible fatisfaftion of communicating it 
to my dear friend ! -— And you. Do- 
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lerval, endeavour to be here as foon as 
your letter/' 

Scarcely had I uttered thefe words, 
when Madame D'Etioles tenderly em- 
braced me, and Dolerval flied tears of 
joy on my hand which his fitter had put 
into his. Meanwhile the hour of his 
departure approached — twenty times 
he attempted to go — as often he re- 
turned : — at length he tore himfelf 
away : and now I remain alone with 
Madame D'Etioles. 
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DoLERVAL to MURVILLE, 

Paris, November 21. 

At length, Murville, I begin to flatter 
myfelf with the expectation that my 
long abfence will fpeedily be at an 
end. I hope I Ihall foon be at liberty 
to inform you of the urgent motives 
and the fortunate fuccefs of this jour- 
ney which feems to give you fo much 
uneafinefs. As to my feveral months' 
filence, of which you complain, I con- 
fefs I thought it neceflary to adopt the 
painful refolution of not writing to you 
until I fhould no longer have any thing 
to fear either from my own indifcretion 
or from your counfels^— you had aK 
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ready rendered me guilty of fo grofs an 
infult to the fuppofcd niece of jFather 
Sevin. 

At length the happy, the .long-wifti- 
ed-for hour is come, when I can, even 
with you, fafely mdulge in the eflfufions 
of my joy. 1 hat adorable woman to 
whom you were unwilling to rentier 
juftice, was not Father Sevin's niece, ■—• 
in whatever fenfe you choofip to under* 
ftand the term. She has now lived 
three months with my fifter: during 
three months her.company and conver- 
fation have been Madame D'Etioles* 
only comfort. — As to myfelf, I fliall in 
all probability very foon return to. 

Tours : and then I fhall But 

tell me, Murville, can't you contrive, 
towards the end of next week, to fpare 

6 
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a few days from the duties of your 
ftation? Can't you pay our dear Ele- 
onora a vifit ? Surely you will not let 
flip the opportunity of being one of the 
happieft party upon earth ? Ah ! you 
may then boaft of having, for your fifter- 
in-law, one of the moft charming wo- 
men in the univerfe ! See ! behold ! 
I fend you her picture, which I have 
drawn from memory alone. It is, no 
doubt, a very imperfeft fketch : nevcr- 
thelefs, my greateft pleafurc is to mul- 
tiply copies of it. Hitherto I have pro- 
duced only three : yet I am willing to 
give you one of them. But in fending 
it to you, my dear brother, it is a very 
ferious facrifice I make, through friend- 
fliip for you. 

Adieu, Murville ! You will cer- 
Voi. lU. F 
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tainly not fail to come to my wedding ? 
You will witnefs the happinefe of your 
brother ; and you will find -^ yes» 
every thing tells me that you will find 
my fifter elate with joy. Adieu J 



^ 



£MILY DE VARMOKT. 99 



1 1 



MXXRVILLE to VaRMONT. 

Breft, November 25, midnight, 

I THOUGHT, Varmont, that it was 
you who had fo dexteroufly carried off 
Mademoifelle Terville ; and I was fe- 
rioufly. vexed at the idea. You, on the 
other hand, thought that I ftill kept her 
concealed ; and you were angry with 
me for the fuppofed detention of your 
Dulcinea. But while both you and I 
vainly regretted the lofs of the damfe], 
a third perfon enjoyed the prize at our 
expenfe. I therefore pardon you all 
the pad, fince you do not poflTcfs her : 
and you muft equally patdon me, fince 
I have not as yet obtained poffeffion of 
the fair fugitive. 

Fa 
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Would you advife me to go and 
carry her off? Her unlucky ftars have 
thrown her into the hands of one of 
thofe modern Celadons, who, if they 
happen to fall in with a girl deferving 
of any attention, make nothing of her 
— nothing but their wife ! She would 
undoubtedly find herfelf a thoufand 
times happier in being the miftrefs of 
an accomplifhed young fellow like me! 
There is, however, one circumftance 
which embarraffes and reftrains me :— 
the amorous Celadon in queftion is a 
perfon for whom I am bound to enter- 
^tain fome regard. But, on fecdnd 
thoughts, that is only an additional 
reafon why I (hould prevent him from . 
committing fo grofs a folly. Very 
well ! But then if I play him a trick, 
and that he fliould take it very much 
to heart ?. . . . Pooh ! pooh ! he can never 
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be fo romantic as to break his heart iii 
confequence. Neverthelefs, he is of 
fp good and friendly a difpoGtion him- 
fclf, that it would be cruel to giye him 
the flightcft uneafinefs. Granted ! but 
thea,bow cruelly muft I fafFer in the 
mean time I— lam much perplexed, 
and uncertain which way to determine. 
Tell me then, Varmont — you, who 
have heretofore been my oracle — how 
would you a£t in my fituation ? Mind, 
Varmont— in my fituation, I fay : mif- 
take me not — I do not mt^vr in yours. 

I know, Varmont, that in your fitu- 
ation you would be lefs irrefolute and 
lefs fcrupulous than I am : I therefore 
take the prudent precaution of not dif- 
covering to you the place of the fair 
one's concealment : for if 1 Ihould fi- 
joally conclude to let her remain there 

Fa . 
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unmolefted, I am determined that yCu 
alfo, my dear friend, (hall let her alone* 
And, on the other hand, if I carry hilr 
off, I promife you that I fhall take good 
care to keep her, this time. 

Adieu, Varmont! I am yours fin- 
cerely, and without any rancourj and 
I hope to meet a fimilar return of. 
friendfbip on your part. 



BMlLlr bfi VARMCJNt. l6^ 



Emily to Dorothy^ 

Tours, December 7, noon, 

I 

At length, Dorothy, the long-wiftied- 
for letter is come. He himfelf is to ar- 
rive to-night. He reftores his beloved 
£leonora to life — he brings back her 
adored huiband to her arms. Charm- 
ing woman ! then her fon*ow^s are at 
an end ! How can I find words to cx- 
prefs her joy and mine ? how collect 
fufficient ftrength to bear the united 
tranfports of my own happinefs and 
that of fo dear a friend ? Adieu, Do- 
rothy ! I quit you for a while, to go 
converfe with her refpe6ting the two 
travellers who are fo impatiently ex- 
pefted. 

F4 



i04 IMILY BE VilRMONT. 



Eleven at night. 

Oh ! Dorothy ! Dorothy ! what a 
cruel reverfe ! I am now convinced — 
I can no longer doubt, that heaven fent 
me into the world for no other purpofe 
than that of pouring on my head the 
whole torrent of its wrath, and render- 
ing me the plague and torment of all 
who fliould have the misfortune to be 
acquainted with me. 

Madame D'Etioles meafured the 
time by her own impatience -, and, to 
me as well as to her, the evening feem- 
ed as if it would never have an end. 
At length the rattling of wheels at the* 
door threw us both into lively emotion, 
and prepared us for the pleafure of re- 
ceiving the two gentlemen. The firft 

6 . 
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who entered was that unknown perfon 
whofe fpeedy return I had fo ardently 
wifhed for. He entered without ob* 
ferving me — his whole attention be-r 
ing fixed on his wife, whom he imme- 
diately clafped in his arms. But alas i 
I obferved Aim — ■ I too plainly faw him^ 
—his image is ftill prefent to my view.. 
I rivetted my eyes on him j — not that 
a long examination was neceflary to re- 
cognife his features — but the more at- 
tentively I viewed him, the more I wa^ 
tempted to doubt whether I was really 
awake — whether it was not a dear 
but now unwelcome phantom that: 
came to delude my fight — whether 
this error of my fenfes was not the ef- 
fe£l of a dream at once picafing and. 
painful. He fpoke to Madame D'Eti-- 
oles — t heard the voice of that bro- 
ther-in-law whofe deliverance had beeai 
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cfFefted by the youth who expelled to 
obtain my hand. I attentively liftened, 
and would fain have perfuaded myfelf 
that my ears deceived me. But there 
was no room for doubt : I too plainly 
diftinguiftied the plealing found of his 
voice — though, at this moment, his 
every word was a dagger to my foul; 
In (hort, Dorothy, this hufband, fo dear 
to Madame D'Etioles, is no other than 
mine — no other than the too gene- 
rous, the unfortunate Bovile ! 

His deliverer was on his knees be- 
.fore me : and at the moment when he 
expefted to have foleiy entertained me 
with his hopes, I forced him to exprefs 
his anxious .uneafinefs. '' Can you be 
fo much furprifed at the ardor of their 
afFefition," faid he, " as to fufFer it to 
engrofs your whole attention? WiH: 
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you hot deign, Madam, to beftow a 
look -upon me?'* 

- Scarcely had he thus exj)reffed his 
anxiety, when I gave him caufe for more 
ferious alarm. My ftrength fuddenly 
failed me, and I was finking to the 
floor, if he had not caught me in his 
^rnis, and fupported me. His cries at- 
trafted the attention of his fifter and 
his brother-in-law. "Gracious heaven !'' 
exclaimed Bovile, ** it is . ..... it is the 

cxcefs of joy !*' 

I remained for a few moments in that 
kind of fwoon which deprives us of all 
<^ur faculties except that of hearing. 
Madame D'Etioles and her brother la* 
vifhed all their care and attention on 
vine : Bovile was equally attentive : but 
in giving me afliftance, his extreme fur- 

F6 
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prife feveral times extorted from him a 
repetition of that exclamation, — • tq 
which however he gave a different 
turn, as he had done in the firft in- 

ftance — ** Yes ! it is ; it is the 

excefs of joy !" — " May I venture ta 
flatter myfelf with the pleafing idea ?** 
alked Dolerval. — Madame D'Etioles 
affured him that it could be nothing 
elfe. 

« And is this," added Bovile, " the 
young lady who was the conftant fub- 
jecl of your cenverfation during our 
journey ?'* 

The young man having anfwered ixk 
the afBrmative 
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" And you are wholly ignorant of 
her birth and family?" feid Bovile.. 
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'* You are abfplutely unacquainted 
with her hiftory ?*' 

" Precifely as I hare told yon/' re* 
plied Dolerval. *^ But (he fliall foon 
fpeak for herfelf: — we (hall be unit- 
ed: — I expeft the reward due to my 
faithful and conftant aflfeftion: — and 
then, what lover upon earth fo happy 
as I ? — See ! even in her prefent con- 
dition, how beautiful ! how captivat- 
ing ! — Ah I there ! there ! (he reco-^ 
vers. !*' 

At this moment in fa£l I was begin* 
ning to recover the ufe of my faculties ; 
when my unfortunate benefafilor, to 
whom the imminence of the threaten- 
ing danger reftored all his prefence of 
mind> feized my hand s and gently 
firikbg it, as if (imply to haften my re^ 
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covery,. but, no doubt, with the addi- 
tional view of attrafting my notice, and 
inducing me to pay the ftrifteft atten- 
tion to his words, as well as to the cri- 
tical fituation in which we were botl| 
involved -^ ^^ Doderval,'^ faid he;'raift 
ing his voice, ** are you Aire that y6u 
have not too fondly indulged a hope 
which was void of foundation ? Since 
the lady has fo long avoided difclofing 
to you a fecret of that nature, flie mofi: 
probably had very cogent reafons for 
obferving filence on the fubjeft. And 
can you be certain that circumftances 
will yet permit her to explain ! matters 
fo foon as you wifli ?'* 

' " Yes !" replied the youth, 1*. I have 
her own word for it: and can any^ 
thing be more facred with her thaa' 
her promife?*' ^- . 1 
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At this remark, unable to reprefs my 
emotions, I exclaimed, " Ah Dolerval I 
what is this I hear? Are you aware 
how far that promife might lead me ?'^ 
Then, afFe£tcd with the idea of the mif* 
fortunes which threatened Madame 
D'Etioles, and impelled by fcntiments 
of commiferation for her, I ruflicd into 
her arms, and, " Dear Madam,*-' faid I, 
^ let me warn you to forbear inquiring 
into my hiftory: it is dreadful to relate. 
I am not the only perfon deferving of 
pity, nor am I the moft to be pitied/*^ 
— I would perhaps have continued — ► 
perhaps have betrayed my fecret : but 
a fignificant look from Bovile feemed 
to entreat that I would be filent for the 
fake of his new bride : and I perceiv- 
ed that I muft, in tendernefs for her 
feelings, conceal from her knowledge 
the real caufe of my affli£lion» 
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Meanwhile, Dorothy, piftureto your- 
felf my fituation — with Bovile before 
my eyes — Bovile, whofe fuppofed tra- 
gical death I had deplored ! If I may 
venture to truft to appearances, — and 
efpecially to the virtuous character of 
my hufband, who is certainly incapable 
of an aft of perfidy, — the lover of Ma- 
dame D'Etioles muft have adored her 
long before he was acquainted with, 
me. When, for the purpofe of refcu« 
ing me from the flavery of a cloifter, he 
conduced me to the altar, the generous, 
man facrlficed not only his fortune for 
my fake, but alfo his moft tender affec- 
tions, to which the advanced age of 
Monlieur D'Etioles ftill left a reafon- 
able hope. — I felt myfelf powerfully 
impelled to fall on my knees before 
him, and in that humble pofture to tef- 
tify the gratitude and admiration exr 
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cited in my bofom by his difinterefted 
conduft. But in what a place, in what 
circumftances, did I meet him again ! 
How many witneffes by ray fide ! wit- 
nefles whom I both loved and dreaded 
i— and with whom there was no alter- 
native but that of deceiving them, or 
cruelly wounding them to the heart, and 
for ever deftroying the peace and hap- 
pinefs of their lives. Was ever unfortu- 
nate woman placed in a more critical, 
a more deplorable fituation than I ? To 
fuflfer the flighteft word to efcape, ex- 
preffive of my refpe£tful attachment to 
Bovile, would have at once aftoniflicd 
and confounded both the filler and the 
brother, Neverthelefs, to favour Ma- 
dame D'Etioles* error, on which her 
happinefs depended, muft I not in fome 
meafure deceive and betray Dolerval ? 
Al^! muft I not flill continue to feed 
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his hopes — thofe flattering hopes, irf 
which I had myfelf participated, but 
Xvhic^i now can never be realifed ? On 
the other hand, can I quietJy liften to 
bis declarations of love, without ofFend* 
ing my hulband, who hears every word? 
' — " My hufband ! — But is he mine, if 
he is the hufband of Madame D*Eti- 
oles ? No doubt he has forfeited all 
claim to Emily — no doubt he h^s re- 
nounced it! And neverthdefs E'mtff 
becomes guilty of a crime, if her Heirt 
continues to entertain a fecret attach- 
ment to another objeft ! — Ah ! I>oteN 
val ! Dolervd ! then I never can be 
yours!" - ' 

*. Such were the afflifting ideas that 
racked my foul, whofe inward work- 
ings each moment betrayed thcnrfelviek 
in -my countenance by trident f;^rtip'- 
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tomsy which the ifond youth obferved 
•With the utmoft anxiety. I calmed his 
uneafmefs however by an offieious falfe- 
hood : — I told him — yes I dared to 
tell him, that my agitation was wholly 
•to be attributed to the painful ftnigglc 
I naturally experienced at the ap- 
proach of the time when I was to re* 
veal to him all the horrors of my fate. 
— But Bovile, more unfortunate in thi^ 
inftance than I, — liovile could not al- 
lege any colourable excufe for his grief. 
His gridf, did I fay ? He was even 
obh'ged — while h^s foul was racked 
with the moft cruel anxiety — while 
his heart was a prey to dark defpair — 
he was obliged to feign ail the tranf- 
ports of joy. He did not, however, 
throughout the whole of the fcene, ex- 
hibit that kind of courage which his 
fituation required : his countenance fre- 
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quently changed — his voice faultered 
— he fell into gloomy reveries. His 
condition was not unobferved by Ma- 
dame D'Etioles, in whofe bofom it ex- 
cited at firft only a tender folicitude 
which had him alone for its obje£t. 
" Take patience/* faid flie — *^ take 
courage, my dear ! fince they have re^ 
ftored you your liberty, no doubt they 
will reftore your honour likewifeJ' 

But, notwithftanding her foothing 
confolations — notwithftanding the ut- 
moft efforts on his own part — (he foon 
faw him relapfe into a total abfence of 
thought. The fond bride then began to 
be alarmed and afflifted on her own 
account. "What!" laid flie — **are 
you more unfortunate now, than you 
were on your return from Cadiz? or 
am I become lefs dear to yx)u?*' 
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*' Ah !" replied he, '* if it were pof- 
fible that I could live without loving 
you, I (hould perhaps think myfelf lefs 
think myfelf fufficiently happy/* 

Madame D'Etioles was ftill more 
alarmed by this anfwer, which Iter huf- 
band refufed to explain, but whofe real 
meaning I believe I perfeftly compre- 
hended. 

In (hort, Dorothy, there would be no 
end, were I to attempt defcribing to 
you all the diftreffes of that night — 
a night of the greateft affliflion I ever 
experienced in my whole life. Bovile 
feemed defirous of an opportunity of 
converfing with me in private: I too 
was equally defirous that he fliould af* 
fift rae with his advice to guide my 
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condudl in my prefent critical fituation. 
But it was impoflible : for Madame 
D'Etioles — ^uneafy and calm by turns 
*— alternately pleafed and dejefted — ^ 
did not for one moment quit her huf- 
band's -company ; while, on the "other 
hand, ^ipoleryal conftantly fat clofe by 
my iidp i, and though at firft he had in- 
jdulged in all the tranfports of the moil 
lively hope, at length I thought I could 
perceive that he viewed me with in- 
ward anxiety. — Could my refufal to 
reveal my fecrets have been fufficient 
jcaufe for his deep chagrin ? or am I to 
fuppofe that he afFcfted to Ihow him- 
felf hurt and uneafy, in order to extort 
a confeffion from me? However that 
may be, he concluded by earneftly 
preffing me to come to an explana- 
tion ;— but he did it in a tone that be* 
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trayed a certain miftruft, far from con« 
genial with real love, which, in my 
opinion, cannot for a moment exift un- 
iefs wKere it is founded on the mod 
perfect efteem. — And this moment, 
again, when I was retiring to my 
apartment, " Why," faid he with impe- 
tuofity, " (hould that difclofure which 
you ftill continue to poftpone — why 
fhould it be a painful talk ? Innocence, 
perfecuted and calumniated, only ap- 
pears more engaging. We have no 
reafon to blufli for our misfortunes ; 
'tis vice alone that we need be afliamed 
of: — though, let me fay, that, if vice 
could for a moment have fullied a 
breaft like yours, I could never again 
believe in the exiftence of virtue." 

.To thefe remarks, Dorothy, I made 
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no anfwer, but contented myfclf with 
punifhing by my filence his ill-di(^ . 
guifed doubts. I immediately with* 
drew to my chamber, where I never 
more expeft to tafte the fweets of 
calm repofe. 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

8lh December, fix in (he evening. 

This moming I was obliged to make 
my appearance at the breakfaft hour* 
Madame D*Etioles did not feem per- 
feftly eafy in her mind : Bovile ap- 
peared very penfive ; and Dolerval fud- 
denly renewed his folicitations, but 
with an earneftnefs which fenfibly af- 
fefted me : for his language and man- 
ner difplayed all that refpeftful deli- 
cacy, which I was hurt to obferve 
wanting in fome parts of his behaviour 
yefterday. This circumdance, how- 
<^ver, was, in reality, only art additional 
fource of diffltftion to your unfortunate 
fiftelt-. How highly condernnablc muft 
Vot, III. G 
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that paffion be, which makes me take 
a pleafiire in the fincere homage of this 
young man, whom I am obliged to de- 
ceive by falfe promifes ! How cruel on 
my part to perfevere in my endeavours 
to pleafe the man whom I am no long- 
er at liberty to love ! Diftrafted with 
thefe ideas, I was on the poii^t of dif- 
clofing the fatal fecret, when JBavile, 
with a view, probabjy, to cgnfirna nie 
in my former refolution to .the contrary, 
fuddenly interpofed, by thus addreffin^ 
Madaine D'EtioJes .-/^ Well ! I ihall 
now, according to our agreement, re- 
late to your friend fuch part of my ad- 
vjentures as fliejs ypt ignorant of." 

Immediatelyhe informed me that his 
name was Bovile ;~— that having in the 
year 1776, for the firil time, feen Made- 
moifelle de Sancerre (now Madame D'E- 
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tioles) he was deeply fmitten with her 
charms ; — that being unable to obtain 
her from her parents, he had, in his 
grief for the difappointment, gone to 
fea; — that a celebrated marine com- 
jnander, Monfieur Varmont, had com- 
millioncd, protected, and promoted 
him in the royal navy; — that, after 
the death of his patron, finding his 
youngeft daughter at Paris in danger of 
being buried for life in a convent, he 
had married her. 

Here, Dorothy, I could not refrain 
from interrupting his rapid recital. 
'' Ah ! Sir,'* faid I, " what eftcem, 
what gratitude muft the young lady en- 
tertain for you !" 

" She is no longer in exiftcnce,'' re* 
pUed Bovile, 

G 2 
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** No longer in exiftence ? *— No ! 
certainly (he cannot be, firtce you have 
married Madame D'Etioles/' 

He then related how his Emily had 
'periflied by the blowing up of the vef- 
fel in which (he was embarked ; — that, 
in a few days after, his perfidious col* 
Jegues had bafely abandoned him in a 
Daval aftion againft the Engliffi in the 
latitude of the Azores, " My frigate/* 
added he, *' was funk to the bottom; 
— • I fwam on the furface of the abyfs ; 
and in that forlorn (late I ftill entertain- 
ed hopes. Chance favoured my efforts : 
I was thrown upoa a rock, where I 
lived three days upon wild herbs and 
Ihell-fifli. During the courfe of the 
third day I was taken up by a Spaniih 
veffel on her return from Tercera to Ca- 
diz. — ^Too powerfully convinced of the 
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inj ufti ce of mankind, who are ever prompt 
to condemn the unfortunate, I conceal- 
ed my real name. Fate, neverthelefs, 
feemed difpofed in the prefent inftancc 
to grant me a compenfation for all 
my former calamities : — on my ar- 
rival at Cadiz, I received a letter from 
Dolerval, informing me that his filler 
was now free to make a new choice. 
] immediately repaired to her houfe, in 
queft of an afylum — and of my recom- 
penfe. But how to fucceed ip the latter 
pointy was the queftion — how to con* 
tra»ft a fecond marriage. Of Emily's 
death there was a moral certainty : but 
there exJfted no legal proof that could 
" afcertain the fa£t ; and, under fuch cir- 
cumftances, the furviving partner is by 
our laws forbid to enter anew into the 
matrimonial ftate. Thus perplexed, 
thus debarred from the objeft of my 

G 3 
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wiflies, I bethought myfelf of a 
mode by which I might enfure my own 
happinefs, without injuring any body 
elfe, and which did not feem likely 
to be attended with any inconvenience* 
The lady was pleafed with the idea : 
we approached the altar with confi- 
dence; and I married her under the 
fiftitibus name which my misfortunes 
had obliged me to alTumc* It wa& 
during t-he night of . . . •:** 



'' Of the fixth of Auguft !" cried L 
•— " I (hall long remember that night 
— for — for, Madame D'Etioles ha& 
often mentioned to me the particular, 
time/* 

" I own/' replied that lady, prefling 
my hand in hers, — " I own that I have 
often recalled the remembrance of that 
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event with a mixture of pleafure and 
pain. — You fee how dangerous it is. to. 
compromife with our duty. On that oc- 
cafion I ventured to do it for the firft time 
in my life : and now I am puniflied for 
it, even in the midft of the moft perfe6l 
connubial blifs. The cup of happinefs is 
embittered by an alarming apprehcnfion 
— a groundlcfs one, no doubt — but 
eternally prcfent to my mind. Alas ! 
can it be a prefentiaient .... :" • 

** 1 think I comprehend yournifean- 
ing/* faid I, interrupting her : *• you 
are alarmed left his former v^ife, refcued 
from dcilrofiiion by fome miracle^ 
fliould one day make her appearance^ 
and '' 
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And nought would then remain for 
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nie but death !'' cried flie in a tone pf 
the deepeft affli£lion, 

** Tis impoffible r* xepUed her bro- 
ther, afiuming an airofeqtire convi^ioni 
well calculated to carry confol^tiQU to 
his filler's bofom* 

on me a fupplicating look* 

Even I myfolf, Dorothy, moved with 
terfoi; and compaflioni joined in the af« 
icrtion, and faid ** Tis impoffibl^ V^ ., 

*' And now," continued Bovilc, cpna- 
pletely relieved from his apprehenfionst 
— ** now let me. inform you.of the plan 
I had laid down, and of the meafure^ 
Yr))ich I have at prQ&nt iu ^xnt^mpla^* 



/ 
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tion. -^I was determined to* announce 
to the world that I was ftill living, and 
once more to face my enemies, when- 
ever a more favourable turn of a#kirs 
fhould allow me to foUcit' a feviHon of 
th^ iniquitous fentence which has (q 
unjuftly branded my memory with dif- 
grace. After that, it was my intention 
tip devote myfelf entirely to my bride, 
awl, under the fiftitious name which 
had enabled me to make her mine, to 
retire with her to fome obfcure village, 
there to fpend the remainder of my life 
with her. Five days hiK^- hardly eFapf- 
cti from the titm of our union, when a 
ireport prevailed, that, by fome court 
intrigue, Monfieur *^*1^, -the minifter-, 
of the marine, and ipy perfonal epemy^i 
was turned out of office. I immedi- 
ately hailed to Paris: but theintjeHi- 
ge^cQ \va3 upfQunded. •— ^^dgiwiUme;^ 
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however, fome bafe dependent of mjn 
powerful enemy informed him of thei 
exiftence of Boviie, and of my arrival 
in town : and in the middle of the en*-^ 
fuing night, I was dragged from my 
bed^ and plunged into that dark abyfs^: 
the hideous receptacle of the viftims of 
minifterial vengeance. — You are aW 
ready acquainted with what remains to- 
be told, except perhaps one circum-: 
fiance — that my wife is now entering- 
on the fifth month of her pregnancy.'*' 

This laft remark of Bovile's gave in* 
finite pleafure to Dolerval. ** Now/'" 
fold he to his fifter, ** now the bonds^ 
of your happy union are become more- 
fecred, and more dear, if poffiUe. 

More facred and more dear ! —yes' J 
the remark was juft : and Bovile's mo>- 
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five, in imparting thatifecret, was pro* 
bably no other than to convince mci 
that, in pity to a mother as well as a 
bride^ I muft fuffer the dreadful myftery 
to remain for ever covered with an inv- 
penetrable veil. But he need not be 
alarmed on that icore :-—I fliall prcferve 
eternal: filence on the fubjeft, however 
painful I may ftnd the taik on many 
occafions. I will continue deaf to the 
prefling foUcitations of youog Dolerval : 
Iwill rejeft his earneft entreaties — I 
will endure the weight of his reproaches^ 
— unmoved, I will fee his bitter tears 
flow — and I will coolly contemplate 
his defpair -~ happy if I can, at the 
expenfe of his life and my own, fave. 
that of his f]fter~« my dear and generous 
friend — that unfortunate jnolher— the 
wife of the worthy Bovile ! 

G 6 
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Dolerval, howeyer, who could vnot 
pofiibly fufpe£l how much lefs wretched 
I (hould be if i were at liberty to entes 
into an explanation, accufed me gf in^ 
fenfibility, of felfi{hnefs> of cnieh;)E, -*< 
and repeatedly inMed on the performs 
ance of my promtfe. Madame D -Etioles 
alfo united with her brother in remind*^ 
ingme of my engagement. Thoughtlef^ 
woman I flie ought to tremble leit^. I* 
fiiould not always have fuificient forti<^^ 
tude to conceal thofe feerets which iher 
fo earneftly foUcits me to difclofb. 



i 
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At length the ungrateful youth infult-r: 
ed me a fecond time by a -fepedtion of' 
thofe cruel eKpreflions which fo fevered- 
lyhurt my feelings laft night -«-"Inf 
xiecence, porfecuted and calunfmiated^ . 
only appears moie engaging. Don*k 
you underftand me^«Maklam ? or are you 
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4eteitmine4 not to ufiderftand me ?" — 
TlieQ he continued, as before, •^ We 
have no Fcafon to biuih for our mis^ 
fortunes : 'tis yke abne that we need 
be a0wne4 of^'' r 

Fortunately he added no more:— • 
fortunately he this day does me fuffi* 
eient JM^ice, or has fuffiqient refpeft 
for my feeliiig^, to refrain from making 
the concluding remark-— to fay the 
li^ft of it*, an unneceffary one —which 
I tpQ^ patiently fubmitted to hear, at 
tHe br^ftking up pf our party laft night 

. But wh^t can be the yeaning of 
feh^fe words whiqb he iq uniforqily re-^ 
p.^tp whjeqpyer | bftve vo.rfl;pi^t hif, 
pfitAenQe,-^and which be ?^pf at^ with 9. 
cf pt^in myfterio^iB affec^^tioii^ in: whic^ 

litbink I can dii5?oYer ^ ftrwgs vm^ 
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hire of threat and fear — of confidenc*^ 
and uneafinefs — of boldnefe and re- 
fpecl? What can be their meaning f 
Perhaps I may yet learn it : perhaps 
Monfieur Dolerval may at length con— 
defcend to explain himfelf more clearly. 

Meantime I have had a very delicate 
explanation with Bovile. He- thought 
he had found a favourable opportunity 
to whifper me* that he wouJki go down 
and wait for me in the garden. He 
infiagined he viras unobfervfed : but I 
am much afraid his wife took notice ol- 
his whifpering. It is true indeed, that 
her back was turned to us: Ihit then 
(he had her eyes fixed on a large pier- 
glafs which direfitly fronted us 5 and,^ 
in the firft emotions of furprife, (he-, 
turned round ; and it was not without-^ 
much difficulty that (he fupprefTed btr - 
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uaeaiinefs.-— In prudence I was obliged 
to ftay near half an hour : and at the 
expiration of that time,, fearing that 
Bovile's patience, would be exhaufted 
by the delay, I pretended that I had 
occaiipn to retire to my apartment, 
where you may naturally fuppofe I did 
not long, remain. 

On meeting Bovile, he in the. firft 
place begged my pardon a thoufand 
times over for the crime of which he. 
infifted he was guilty againft his firft 
wife. He next conjured me, in the 
name of that tender pity which is na-» 
tural to every bofom endued with real 
fenfibility, to fuffer Madame D'EtioIes. 
to rema'm undeceived of her prefent 
error, which could alone fave herfelf 
and the child in her womb from cer* 
Umi^ death. He then proteiled to me 



136 JEMILY DE VARMONT. 

in a itioft refpeftful tone — nor was 1 
furprifed, though I own I was fom^what 
embarraffed by the proteftation — that, 
with regard to him, I might make my- 
felf perfeftly eafy, fince the happy hujP- 
band of Eleonora had forfeited all his 
claims to Ejnily. But he muft have 
obferved my cheek fuffufed with the 
deepeft crimfon, when he told me that 
he thought it a moft unfortunate cir- 
eumftance for me to be under a necet 
fity of ftill encouraging the addreflfes of 
that amiable youth. Finally he requeffc* 
ed me to inform him what ftrange con^ 
catenation of miraculous events had re^ 
fcued me from deftruftion at Breft, and 
condii£Ved me fafe to Tours. — 'I minute^ 
ly related to him every circumftanc©,, 
except the black villany of my unnatu- 
ral brother, on whom I could now eafi- 
ly take vengeance, but whom I fincere- 
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ly pardon, and in whofe favour I each 
day fervently implore the Almighty, 
that he may in his infinite mercy turn 
the wretch's hegrt, and bring him to a 
iincere repentance of his crimes* 

During this recital, Bovile, who at^ 
tentively liftcned to every fyliable I ut- 
tered, obfcrvcdi with evident alarm, 
tbAt> ^s Murville was the intimate 
ftiefid of Varmopt, Madame D*£tioIes 
was hourly cxpofed to the misfortune 
of difcovering my birth : " and Mur- 
ville/' added he, " Js perhaps a more 
infamous chara£^er than you fuppofe : 
for— though it pains me to remind you 
of the circumftance — I muft never- 
thelefs remark, that the contagious ex- 
ample of your brother pannot fail of 
deeply infefting aijd corrupting every 
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one who has any connexion wi^l-b 
him," 

He had ftill many queftions to pro^ 
pofc to me ; and, above all, we were 
anxious to concert fome plan forfcreen- 
ing Madame D'Etioles from the dangers 
by which fhe is furrounded. But Bo- 
vile perceived his brother-in-law conr- 
rng towards us, and we were obliged 
to change the fubjedt of our convcrfa- 
tion. — On approaching' us, Monfieur 
Dolerval complimented us- on the hardy 
perfeverance we fhowed in continuing 
our walk fa long; notwithftanding tHfe 
fe verity of the weather: and when wc 
entered the 'drawing-room, Maldame 
D'Etioles formally obferved to me that 
fhe thought I had been all this while 
locked up in my own apartment. ■ 
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I am perfc£lly confcious that I ought 
to have retained fufficient command 
over myfelf, to endure, for the remain- 
der of the evening, the heart-rending 
fpeflacle of the ill-difguifed afflidlion 
of the brother and the filler. But pity 
me, Dorothy ! pity me ! the meafure of 
my misfortunes already exceeds that of 
my fortitude. Nor will you be furprifcd 
at this, if you for a moment confider, 
in all its different points of view, the 
cruel pofition of your fiftcr, in the midll 
of fo many objedts, each intimately 
linked with her moft tender affeftions. 
Bitter indeed, to every one of the party, 
muft be that portion of forrow, which,, 
in my fituation — a fituation each day be- 
coming more and more cruel, — I muft ne- 
ceflarily deal out to them. They, never- 
thelefs, will have but the fmallcft part of 
the burthen to fuftain ; — 'tis on the fee- 
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ble (boulders of Emily that the chief 
weight of the enormous mafs will bear. 
Ah ! while conftantly obliged to con- 
ceal from one or other of them fome 
hidden caufe of forrow, fome devour- 
ing chagrin, what would become of me> 
if I had not the confolatory refource of 
unbofoming myfelf to you^and reveal* 
Ing to you the dreadful pbnitude of my 
mifery and difirefs i 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

Tours, Deeemb^r to. 

How mortifying it is to give pain to 
thofe we love, and to incur their dif- 
pleafare ! Already Madame D'Etioles 
begins to fliow lefs afFeftion for her Ju- 
liette, fo lately the objeft of her fond 
attachment : and the ungrateful Doler- 
val will, I believe, foon learn to hate 
me. 

In his impatient fits, now become 
more frequent, he inceffantly torments 
me with thofe fentences --*• to me ftill 
enigmatical — ^which he has a thoufand 
time^ echoed in my ears : and you can- 
not conceive how much I feel myfelf 

7 
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hurt by his injuftice. I cannot defcribe 
what I fufFer when I obferve him caft 
a fcrutinifing glance of his eye at Ju- 
liette and Bovile. But when, in a mo- 
njent after, he turns afide, to conceal 
from my view the tears which bathe his 
cheek, — then, Dorothy, my internal 
ftruggles are more violent, — my wretch- 
ednefs is increafed tenfold* 

And that engaging woman — fo gen- 
tle, fo timid, even while agitated by 
the emotions of jcaloufy — when I fee 
her privately (leal an anxious look at 
Bovile and me — what is it that re- 
trains me from rufhing into her arms, 
clafping her to my bofom, and juftify- 
ing myfelf by relating to her my whole 
hiftory? What elfe could reftrain me, 
but the dreadful certainty that I cannot 
latisfy her as a lover and a friend^ with. 
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out ruining her forever as a mother and 
a wife:? 



What moft of all torments her and 
Dolerval, is to fee me fo frequently 
walking in company with Bovile. But 
we would not fo often refort to the 
garden — or, rather, we would no longer 
refort to it at all'—if they had but fljown 
ibfficient patience to let us walk ther« 
once or twice without interruption. 
Whenever, after repeated unfuccefsful 
attempts, we had at length been able 
to flip away and meet there, Dolerval 
immediately followed and joined us. 
-Yefterday, as .on the day before, he be- 
gan by an ironical compliment on " the 
invincible refolution which enabled us 
to brave the inclemency of the feafon/* 
•—To-day his condu£t is of a quite dif- 
ferent nature : — we have feveral times 
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<!etefted him in the very aft, I might 
almoft fay, of liftening to us. As foon 
as he fees us at a diftance, he approaches 
vs, but always contrives to let us walk 
before ; then, when he is very near, he 
advances flowly and foftly : but even 
in this cafe, he cannot avoid overtaking 
us, as we ftudioufly flacken our pace, 
though without any apparent defign% 
Thus forced to join company with us, 
he makes one of the party, but with- 
out uttering a fingle word. Perhaps 
l>e is afraid, that, if he attempted to 
fpeak, his fecret vexation would break 
out into fome unguarded expreflions. 
He therefore contents himfclf with 
walking by my fide,— -regulates his- 
fteps by ours, — and thus accompariic^i 
us, until he obliges u# to return tofhc 
houfe. 
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'This evening, however, he fuffered 
'US to remain near an hour together, 
and thus afforded us an opportunity of 
coming to fome important refolutions. 
The mcafures which we have • been 
obliged to determine on, are, to me, 
very cruel and fevere — much more fo 
than I was willing to acknowledge to 
Bovile. I found it neceffary to prevail 
on him — for the happinefs of his Eleo- 
nora — perhaps alfo for that of young 
Dolerval — but certainly, certainly, not 
for my own — to conduft me, one of 
thefe mornings — without the know- 
ledge of Madame D'Etioles or her bro- 
ther — to fome convent, in whatever 
fpot he thinks moft advifable. At firft 
I had entertained a hope, that, by tak- 
ing the neceffaryprecautions for fecrecy, 
I might, without being known, have 
been able to reach your convent : but 
Vol. III. H 
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Bovile firongly reprefeated to me the 
thoufand unforefeen accidents wbich 
might fooner or later difcover the place 
of my concealment: and when he fpoke 
of the hatred which Madame Varmont 
bears me^ I felt a fecret horror^ *and 
fhuddered at the idea of the ftill greater 
dangers to which I (bould be expofed 
from the cruelty of her fon. — Pity your 
fitter, my dear Dorothy! confole me 
under this new calamity ! it is not in 
the fame folitude with you that I am 
to fpend the remainder of my unfor- 
tunate life. 

This dreadful preliminary being once 
fettled, we hatted to muke our appear- 
ance in the parlour. I was aiioni(bed 
that we had not been interrjupted in 
our melancholy deliberations.^ but it 
feems that^ on their part alfo^ the bro* 



tIle^ and iifter had had fome bufinefn 
of a private and di&greeable nature to 
engage their attention : for, on our en* 
trance, they haftily put up fome letters 
they had been reading ; and I obferved 
m conliderable alteration in their coun- 
tenances : — that of Dolerval, indeed, 
exhibited every mark of the mod violent 
agitation. 

During the courfe of the nrght they 
have had very long and very myfterious 
confultations together. I fufpeft — and 
Bovile IS of the fame opinion — that I 
was the unfortunate v fubjeft of their 
Converfation. It is certain, that, while 
they whifpered each other, they caft 
fuch looks at me, as almoft terrified 
me. At fupper-time, young Dolerval 
did indeed occadonally addrefs his dif- 
couife to me, but not without extraor- 

Ha 



Z48 EMILY DB ViLRItfONT. 

dinary and painful efforts on his part; 
xvhile his lifter, ^. deeply wrapt in 
thought, feenied hardly confcious^ of 
my prefence. — It is all over, Dorothy ! 
I have loft their affeftions ! My heart, 
touched with tender pity, can ftill. par- 
don Madame D'Etioles : but as .tor Do- 
Jerval, he is utterly inexcufable. 

Do not, however, imagine, Dorothy, 
^hat their prefent injuftice to me will, 
render me lefs fenfible of the bitter- 
nefs of the feparation which is foon to 
take place. No ! do not once imagine 
it. My departure is to be followed by 
an eternal abfence — that cruel depar- 
ture will hurry me to an untimely 
grave ! Ah ! fo much the better, fince 
I fliall thus be the fooner releafed from 
a life of fuffering. But it is not that 
confideration which has influenced me 
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to take this ftep : — my principal ob- 
je£t is to reftore peace and happinefs 
to thofe two ungrateful perfons to 
whom my prefence k now a torment. 
Perhaps, at. no very diftant day, when 
they hear of the generous facriiice I 
have made, they may come and fhed 
ever my grave the tear of fympathy 
and regret. 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

Tours, December x i, nood.' 

\y HAT a fcene i happily, a few gaore 
fuch cruel trials will be fufficient to 
confign me. to. tbe peacefiil jpanfioss of 
the dead. .: 

This morning Madame D*Etioles re- 
ceived me with all thofe marks of 
friendfliip which were once familiar to 
us. I. .was at firft furprifed to find 
Monfieur Dolerval in her apartment at 
fo early an hour. They were pacing 
the room with hafty ftrides ; and Do- 
lerval, after the firft compliments were 
paffed, feeming eager to produce fome 
letters which he had in his pocket- 
book, his fitter flopped him, faying, 
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"Wait a moment: let us not be in too 
great a hurry : it cannot be long till 
your friend Bovile comes down." 

In' faft he foon made his appear-- 
tnce ; and Madame D'Etioles imme'* 
diately addreffed him,—- placing her* 
felf at the fame time between Dolerval 
and me.-— " I have impatiently waited 
feryou/' faid (he — ** I begyf>u will take 
a feat— I beg you will give me a mo- 
inent^s hearing, without interruption { 
and I requeft, that both of you**—- di- 
pefting her dvfcourfe to her brother 
and me — " will do me the ftme fa^ 

** Bovile/* continued fhe, '* by what 
unaccountable fatality has it happened 
that the period of your return —a pe- 

H4 
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riod fo ardently wiflied for by your wife 
and your friend, and which was to ter- 
minate all their forrows — has hitherto 
been produftive of nought but the mod 
bitter affli£tion to the one and to the 
other ? Whatever may be the hidden 
caufe of our misfortunes^ it is of the 
mod preffing importance immediately 
to inveftigate it. I do not think we are. 
all equally capable of much longer en- 
during our prefent fituation, which is 
evidently more or lefs painful to every 
one of us. And fince, fooner or later^ 
an explanation muft necefTarily take 
place^ you will^ no doubt, — at leaft 
1 hope you will — be obliged to me 
for the promptitude as well as the 
franknefs with which I mean to call 
for it. 
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— ^* Pefhaps, Madam,"' (addrefling me) 
ff my brother had fome right to ex- 
peft, in confideratlon of his tender af- 
fefiiion, that^yoii Ihould difclofe to him 
•~ to ' him, I fay, in preference to any 
one clfe — the impenetrable myftcry of 
yjour misfortunes. I do not inquire 
VHhether you have adually honoured 
my/ntore fortunate hufband with your 
oonfiderice, or why him rather than my 
liTother or me:. I content myfelf with 
rcquefting, that, for the general bene- 
fit .of all-prefent, you will impart your 
fecrets to us all. 'Tis a favour which 
I folicit for my hulband's fake, who 
cannot long enjoy domeftic happinefs, 
if he fees his wife and' his friend tor-, 
mented with continual anxiety :—* 'tis 
an a£l of juftice which I demand in fa- 
vour of my brother, who loves you — as, 

H5 



154 /BjMIbX ^s vaumoxt. 



no doubt, you weli diefiirve-9» to a de- 
gree of idolatry -^ but who is almoft 
driven to diftra£tion by your frequent 
find myfterious converfations with Bo«- 
vile, I conjure you to do it fbr my 
lEake alio/' continued (he, taking me 
by the hand, and affectionately iiqueez- 
ing it, — " fince I can no longer' conr 
ceal that I am fomewhat jealous of you. 
Finally, my dear Juliette, I qonjure you 
for your own fake — for the fake of 
your charaiSter— of your virtues, which, 
even here under the aufpices of the 
moft refpeflful love and the moft cor- 
dial friehdfhip, are not fecure from the 
attacks of what I am willing te^ fup« 
pofe the^blackeft calumny. 

" BrotRer, {how the two letters.-— 
He received them," continued (he. 
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^ on the fifth of tRis month, a few mo- 
ments before he fet out from Paris on 
Ws return hither/* 

" I do not believe one fyllable of the 
contents/' cried Dolerval — ** not a 
fingle fyllable/* 

•' In the firft place/* re(umed Madame 
D'Etioles, ** you muft allow me 'to ac- 
cufe you of the mod profound diffimu- 
^ation. I have often had occafion to 
fpeak to you of his elder brother Mur- 
Tille : but you never once gave me room 
even to fufpeft that you were acquaint- 
ed with him, I can account for your 
filence, Juliette : and as to the writer 
of the other letter-— Monfieur de Var- 
mont — I hope you have not had the 
misfortune to .... /* 

H 6 
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I could hear no more, Dorothy.--* 
At the name of my brother, pronounc-^ 
ed by Madame D'Etioles, I fainted 
away. 

On recovering my fenfes, I obferved 
her labouring under the moft violent 
agitation — her brother bathed in tears 
9^^n^ Bovile pale with affright. .^ 

• 

. " She is acquainted with him T' ex- 
cl^aimed Dolerval. 

. . . . ' 
*^ Why fhould the bare mention of 

his name, or the fight of a letter in hi& 
hand-writing, terrify her to fuch a de- 
gree ?" faid jyiadame D'EtipIes. 



■ kt . 



Here Bovile attempted to fpeafc : but 
his voice faultered 3 and he vainly in* 
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fifted on being put in poffeffion of ihofe 
two formidable. letters. 

f 

*' Read them aloud. Madam !*'faid 
I : " read them. 1 tremble, it is true : 
— but it is not for myfelf I tremble." 

J Soon after, I obferved ^Dolerval — r 
through pure compaffion for me, I pre- 
fume — putting back the letters into 
his pocket book. But I told him it 
was now too late to (land upon cere- 
mony, or obferve any further delicacy 
in the affair. — I begged to be allowed 
a fight of the letters : I entreated •— I 
urged-:- 1 conjured. At length Ma- 
dame • D'£tk>les pr^yailed-^on him to 
put them into my hands. I read them 
myfplf: — yes, Dorothy, £ had the cou- 
rag?. to. read them ! And now my eyes 
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fi^im in darknefs — <- my band (hakes «»» 
But, 'tis no matter ! *— before 1 relate 
to you the conclufion of that dreadful 
feeney let me fend you copies of botb 
the letters* I (hall then inform you of 
the comments to which they gave rHc 
—how they have remained in my pot 
fcflion — and what ufe I intexkl ta 
make of tbem. 



Mwrville to DtdervbL 

■ 9 

** Brcft, December x. 

« YoTj are an adept at the pencil, my 
dear brother I — a perfeft adept \ The 
miniature bears- fo ftriking a refem- 
blance, that the very firft fight of it 
made me almoft frantic with aftonifli- 
ment and joy. You muft know her 



~^ 



well, fince you can draw her piftarc: 
fo perfeftly jfrom memory alone : but>. 
luckily for you/ 1 am ftill better ac- 
quainted with her. No doubt^ fhe ia 
a charming girl : but if I can believe 
the account I have bad of her from^ 
Varmont, who has a more intimate 
knowledge of her than I, (he muft, with 
all her charms, be a downright monfter- 
However, I do not give implicit credit 
to every thing he lays : for I know that 
perfons difappointed in love-affairs are 
but too apt to harbour a lafting refent- 
ment, which, in fpite of their utmoft 
efforts to conceal it, will occaiionally^ 
break out, and will prompt them — if 
not to invent groft falf&hbods — at leaft 
to exaggerate difagreeable truths. On 
the whole, however, making all due al- 
lowance for this and every other cir- 
cumftance which might operate as a 
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drawback on the credibility of his; let- 
ter, I think I may pretty fafely yenturc 
to affirm that your intended bride is, 
to fay the lead of her^ a damfel of very 
fufpicious character •' — That. you &ouId 
take her as the temporary companion 
of your vacant hours, were, par don able 
enough ; and, in fuch cafe, I might 
perhaps confent,^ in your favour, to re- 
/ign my claims to her. But to think 
of marrying her ! Td endure a thoufand 
deaths rather thanfuffer you to take 
fuch a flep : — and kt me cautipn you. 
to be on your guard againft me ; for 
there are no meafures which I would 
hefitate to attempt with a view to re- 
fcue you from fuch a fatal connexion. 

I .... • • • 

" P, S. On fecond thoughts, I fend 

you the laft letter I received from Var"- 

mont. You will feq what an account 

7 
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he gives of the amiable girl whom you 
intend to honour with your hand. The 
pretty epiftle will no doubt charm you ; 
for I fend it to you entire, except the 
firft paragraph which is devoted to a 
pompous eulogium on the ^' adorable 
fair r' Adieu, my over-good-natured 
brother ; and let me again caution you 
to itand on your guard againft me/' 



Farmoni to Murville. 

" Paris, November ip 

" I was not in the fmalleft degree an- 
gry with you, my dear friend:-^ my 
only reafon for not writing to you was 
that my time was wholly engroffed by 
the plagues of bufinefst My younger 
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lifter, whom I had lately fettled ib the 
worldj has taken into her head to die ^ 
and you know the worthy exit of that 
Bovile, whofe property has been all 
confifcated. Now, the marriage-por* 
tion which I had given him with my 
fifter, is an objeft worth the trouble of 
reclaiming t and hence I am eteraall]^ 
furrounded hy lawyers and attoreeysi 
who almoft diftraft me^ You will fay^. 
perhaps, that they mnft certainly leave 
me feme moments of leifure: — ^verjr 
few, I affure you; and thofe few are 
pretty well employed in the company, 
of a handfome girl who is by no means, 
obdurate. You will therefore excufe 
me for having, under fuch circum- 
ftances, given love the preference ovet » 
£riendihip«. 

^ A3 to the wench y.ou mention^ 1 a£f 
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Aire yoix (he was as far from my thoughts 
as if I bad never feen her in hiy whole 
Kfe. I was, indeed, almoft furprifed to 
find that (he was ftill in exiffence : ftilt 
greater was my aftoniihrneht on learn- 
ing that ffae was in any other hands 
Alan yours. But Lafleur, with whom 
I have had (bme converfation on the 

ilibje^k, has' pofitively affured me 

thai he few her very negUgently warch* 
ed- at your country-feat ; and in feQ I 
itnow the damfel is very alert In de- 
camping. 

" J'^prapos f I had promifed you her 
•hiftory : I wili now give you a.iketch of 
it. The dear girl had been fold to me 
here for about half a hundred louia- 
d'ors, by a fort of a mother, who war- 
ranted her untouched. But, in this par-* 
ticular, I was, at the very outfet, cheat-* 
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ed in the bargain. Neverthelefs, fueh 
was my infatuation^ that I conf^nted, 
at her earneft entreaty, to condtifl her 
to Breft, where (he faid (he wiihed to 
bid adieu to her brother, who was 
ready to fail on board the fleet. -That 
pretended brother, however, was a 
fcoundrel gallant of hers : and on the 
very night of our arrival at Breft, whilft 
I lay faft afleep, and little dreaming of 
the trick that was prepared for me, the 
amiable girl, having firfttaken the pru^- 
dent precaution of feizing all my valu- 
ables, gently opened the door, and made 
a precipitate retreat. But my fervant, 
who is awaked by the flighteft noife, 
heard her footfteps on the . ftair-cafe^ 
purfued her, and was near overtaking 
her by the water-fide> when, blinded by 
her fears, flie jumped into the fea. By 
what miraculous interference of provi- 
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dence (he efcs^ed from that fituation 
and cahie into your poifeffion, heaven 
only knows. — You may now aft as 
youipleafe, my dear- friend : but, for 
your own fsike, I advife you to think no 
more of her. . You will have to en- 
^utiter abundant plagiie- and vexation 
irt the purfuit of her : but, 'pen honour, 
(he- is not vrorth the trouble. 

m 

■':^^ I grant, neverthelefs, that, if you 
do -really entertain a friendfliip for the 
itiiki who has conceived a fancy to 
Make her his wife, you cannot be too 
expeditious in taking meafures, how* 
ever violent, to prevent him from con- 
cluding a marriage which would dif- 
grace him in the firft inftance, and 
would fooner or later prove an inex- 
iikuftible fource of mifery to him. 
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•* Whatever refohition you may adoj^ 
on the occalioi^ the only intereft I fed 
in the bnlOsefs is wbtjit -proceeds from 
iriendihip for you^ ikiy dear Murville ; 
and I fincerely hope that yon may be 
able to banifli her from your thought^ 
as I wi(h her to forget me. I hope^ 
however^ that the fbolifli blockhead^ 
Vihoy on a former occafion, undertook 
to warrant me fafe with reiped: to her, 
and thereby in fome meafure cheated 
me of my money, will have reafon to 
repent of the dec^ytion. Adieuj Murr 
ville ! I pity you,if you ftill love her : I 
pity your friend much more^ if be marr 
ries her/' 



Such, Dorothy, were the mortifying 
infults I was obliged to endure in pre- 
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fence of that young man who is alafK)ft 
diilra^d with love and with fear^ and 
who perhaps finds a difficulty in re^^ 
pelling fufpicions the moft injurious tQ 
the woman he loves« I trembled foe 
his fifter when I began the dreadful 
taflc of reading the letters* But when 
I faw the tendency of the deteftable 
falfehoods which the ingenious villany. 
of Varmont had fabricated with a view 
of ruining me, — when I perceived 
that his atrocious calunmies would at 
leaft furniih a more impenetrable veil 
to blind the eyes of Madame D'Etioles 
— and that, at the expenfe of thefe 
new outrages offered to me, that amin 
able woman would be refcued from th^ 
frightful confequences of a difcovery, 
-—I in feme degree refumed my cou- 
rage. I continued to read with a more 
fteady voice : -— I read, th^ letters 
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through : and Bovile, whoj in all .the 
anguifh of cruel €xpe3atibn, was at 
firft alarmed for his wife, foon. changed 
the obje£l of his apprehenfions^ . and 
fliuddered for me alone. 

I pafs over in filence the long com- 
mentary to which the infolent remarks 
of Murville gave rife : but fome of the 
obfervations which were produced" by 
the calumnies of Varmont, unfortu-- 
nately deferve to be related. 

At that paflTage of Varment's letter 
where he fays " you know the worthy 
exit of that Bovile, whofe property has 
been all confifcated"-— 

^ Unparalleled infolence !" exclaim- 
ed the hufband of Madame D'Etioles 
— ** and (hall I, after that, any longer 
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obey the dictates of a miftaken delica- 
cy ? — Know then — what I repent of 
not having told you before — know that 
this Varmont was the very perfon who 
caufed me to be thrown into the Ba- 
ftille. Yes, it was he : every clrcum- 
ftance concurs in proving the faft tc^ 
demonftration. On my arrival at Paris, 
I immediately flew to the houfe of my 
unworthy brother-in-law, to inqtiire of 
himfelf in perfon whether it was true 
that he reclaimed fix hundred thoufand 
livres which he had never paid. — 'The 
unblufliing fcoundrel had the effrontery 
to tell me to my face that I never would 
have given him a receipt for that funi if 
he had not paid it to me. — Shocked at 
fuch confuramate villany, 1 inftantly 
quitted the houfe, and went to put up 
at an hotel, to which, I make no doubt. 
Vol. III. I 
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he had me followed by one of his fer« 
Vants. It was then, for tbe firft time, 
I learned that the report which had ea* 
couraged me to undertake the joxxm^y, 
was wholly unfounded. My enemy be* 
ing (till in office, I ought to have in- 
ftantly quitted the capital : but I wifkh 
ed tp write a letter to my wife ; and^ 
befides, I was much fatigued with tra- 
velling. I therefore ventured to flop for 
a few hours. Not a living foul in the 
whole city, ex<:ept Varmont, had even 
the flighteft fufpicion of my being ftill 
in exiftence, or of my journey to the 
capital. Neverthelefs an information 
was given againft me that very night) 
as you already know, fmce the mini-» 
ficrial runners, who were charged with 
the lettn-de-iacbet for ray arreft^ came to 
feizc me in my bed at four o'clpck in 
the morning." 



£MILT DS VARM6VT. I7I 

Madame D'Etioles and bcr brotlier 
ccttld fcarccly believe it poiEble that 
Varmont fliould be guilty of fuch black 
and infamous treachery : but, for my 
part^ Dorothy, the moment I heard the 
account, which I am convinced is if- 
terally true, I plainly recognifed the 
.hand of Varmont throughout the whole 
tranfa^ion. 

" Meanwhile, I refumed the reading of 
the letters, but foon flopped at a fub- 
(equent paflage, and, cafting a look to- 
wards Bovile, " Yes,^' faid I, " 'tis 
true, indeed that I was * fold by a fort 
of a mother -^ but it was the moft ge- 
nerous of men who bought me. Yet 
what a bafe requital h^ has received 
from my worthlefs relatives ! Ah 1 hea- 
ven grant, at lead, that he may expc^ 

I 2 
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rience, in a new alliance, that happinefs 
of which every individual of niy family 
feems deftined to deprive him !'* 

The two perfons, my dear Dorothy, 
to whom the real import of my words 
was unintelligible, could not forbear 
giving them a very unfavourable inter- 
pretation ; for I faw Madame D'Etioles 
blufli, and Monfieur Dolerval fink over- 
whelmed with conftemation. 

A few lines further on, Madame 
D'Etioles in a tremulous tone afked me 
whether it was true that I had been 
* conduced to Breft* 

" Alas ! Madam, it is true !" was 
my anfwer — an anfwcr which coft her 
brother feveral deep fighs. 
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*' Is it true," afked he in his turn, 
" that you loved fome perfon on board 
the fleet ?'* 

** Yes, Sir — ^ I — I did love a cer* 
tain perfon — " 

At this anfwer, Dorothy, he turned 
pale — he fat down — and I thought 
he would have fainted a\yay, 

A moment after, Bovile exclaimed 
with vehemence, ** But it is a labyrinth 
of complicated villany, obfcurity, and 
infamy, in the mazes of which my fen- 
fcs are loft — my reafon bewildered.** 

" Yes !" cried Dolerval, impetuouf- 
ly ftarting up from his feat — ** yes ! 
you have rightly named it a labyrinth 

Is 
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of complicated villany, obfcurity, and 
infamy — - a myftery of iniquity •^— a 
heap of calun:inies, to which, notwith-- 
ftanding her confeflions, I cannot yet 
prevail on myfelf to give credit." 

At Jength I r/sached the conclufion 
of the^etters. — Madanre D'Etioles re- 
mained for fome time filent : then look* 
ing at me with an air which affs£ted 
me to the very foul, "Well!'' faidlhe, 
** I now expedl ....'* 

" Expeft, dear Madam !'' 



'^ Your name, your fecrets, your hIiT- 
fortunes — - jhofe misfortunes which are 
to juftify you," 

"' "In ord^r to juftify my felfi Madam, 
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i muft iacrifice the moft defervingof 



women." 



" Juliette ! my dear Juliette ! appear- 
antes af e ilfongly againft you'* -—your 
own confeffion feems to confirm them : 
— fpeak, neverthelefs, and I am ready 
to beliiGfve . . . . **^ 

^* And I, Madam, am ready to facri* 
fiiie myfelf : . . . *' 

" I beg, Juliette^" faid flxjC, ftepping 
back to fome little diftance, " that you 
will ferjoufly refle6l on the matter. The 
cpi>fe()ion which I folicit you to maki?^ 
is indifpenfably neceflary.'' 

- ^ You infift} on it> Madam? -r- Then 

14 
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I — ;! reqfieft you yvijl sdloWifni three 
days to confider of iu" . : - ..:vv' 

" Three days !" exclaimed the youth, 
who had liftened all. the while in the 
moil cruel anxiety of. expe£tatipn. . . , 

" Three days ! " added Madame 
D'Etioles. 



« ■ I I 



" Yes;' three' days } and if I do not^ 
at the expiration of that time, acquaint 
you with my hiflory, I promife at leaft 
that I fhall thenx depart, though with 
the mod heart- felt regret, from this 
houfe where my prefence is pr6du£live 
of nought but .uneafinefs and 'Confti-' 



fion/' 



.1 



-^ What a fevere alternative you pro- 
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pofej Juliette \ And do you then think 
that I can^confent to it with indif- 
ference ? Befides fee that young man I 
— fee....!" 



"Take pity on my fufferings!'* in- 
terrupted he. 

" Your fufferings," faidi, " add poi- 
gnancy to mine : neverthelefs I muft 
continue inflexible. But will vou. Do- 
lerval, grant me one favour ?" 

" Speak, Juliette ! my very life is at 
your command." ^ 

' • * 

" The more dreadful the contents. q£ 
thofe letters, the more neceflary it is 
that they ihould remain in raypoffef- 

Is 



fion. I beg you will ullo'^ nie to keep 
and make ft proper ufe of them. ' 

** Alas !*' replied he, " what a pre- 
sent ! •— You are goings Juliette ? — 
Cruel woman ! do you wifh that fuch 
dreadful fufpicions ?*' 

*^ I cannot prevent you, Sir, fix)m 

entertaining them : but a day will yet 

come, Dolerval, — a day will come, 

. when calumniated innocence will only ap" 

fear more engaging /" 

At thefe words I withdrew. — * And 
now, Dorothy, that I have unbofomed 
niyfelf to you, let me commit to the 
flames thofe abominable letters, thofe 
additional proofs of the villahy of Var- 
mont.— -There ! — and thiis ferilh eve- 
ry trace of his crimes I 



,, /• I wits iwprifwl .to find JObe wa$ Axil 
m exiftenoe>'f fay» he# n-r- WretckJ I 
believe you were. You had left no 
meaCuresiiiUried to guard vagAinft fuch 
e furprijEe: and from the copcludi^ 
wDi^ds. af.tiuA Jktter peoned by yout 
murderdu^ hand, I am convinced that 
your unfortunate accomplice will be 
feverely puniflied for . having been lefs 
barbarous, inhuman, and favage, than 
his employer. 

And as to that Murville, whofe con- 
duft towards me has already been fo 
culpable, what defigns can he ftill have 
upon me? What new fchemeof op- 
preffion has he formed againft his flave ? 
— His flave ! no I I no longer am, I 
cannot again be, his flave. Bovile is 
here ! and Dolerval, moreover — I am 
convinced that Dolerval would never 

16 
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fufFer his brother to infult me. Befedfes,. 
liave I not an infallible refotirce againft 
every attempt of his ? What have I toi 
fear from the moft determined perfe- 
cutor, fince I fee myfelf reduced to that 
extreme of wretchediiefs ^wfaich- makes 
me look on death as a bleffing? - r.-'ra 
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Emily tp DoRoxHy. 

. .■ - ■ 

* • December II, midnight* 

At length the dreadful meafure of my 
misfortunes is filled. Read^ Dorothy^ 
and learn the new feries of difaftfbus. 
evients that have juft taken place. 

, It was near fix o'clock in the evening, 
when the growing darknefs rendered it 
difficult to diftinguifh obje£ts at a fmall 
diftance : I ftill kept myfelf Ihut up in 
my apartment, where I at leaft enjoyed 
the liberty of fighing without interrup- 
tion. — Bovile knocked at my door, 
requefted me to open it, and then en- 
treated that I would indulge him with 
l4ie opportunity, of a (hort converfation. 
-^ Alarmed left he Ihould be, feen in 
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my bed-chamber, and juftly apprehea- 
five that fuch a difagreeable difcovery 
would give additional force to the jea- 
lous fiifpicions entertained by his wife, 
I reprefented to him that it would be 
much more adviiable to converjfe in the 
garden. He agreed, to the propofal ; 
and, Ml our arrival there^ he imtnedi** 
ately exclaimed, *^ Your brother is the 
moft execrable villain upon earth. It 
was he •*-' I have not a doubt it was. he, 
that fet fire to the IJiip in which you 
were embarked." 

I endeavoured to defend my brother 
againft the charge, : - . 

^'-No ! no !'* cried Boviie: ^ yqur 
generofity can' no loo]^r .blind >me : 
convi£iion fialfaes on my mind j a»d 
from every circumftance: I am perfioad- 



ed tliat you too we convinced. My 
tlear Emily, I mutTi feaf that othcrt 
will foon be equally fo. This mdmihg^, 
In the agonynrfgriefby which yon were 
<)yerpowered, you feid too much; Mjr 
Wife's thoughts are liow bufily occu- 
pied in pondering, conjefturing, cot- 
lefting together a cr6wd of detached 
Circumftances, and comparing with 
them your irreproachable conduft and 
your equivocal anfwers. From your 
confeflions, obfcure as they were, 'fhe 
draws inferences which aid her in tra- 
cing with cruel certainty thofe fafts 
that have been fo dlftorted and mifre- 
prefented in Varmont*s letter. -^ A few 
minutes ago, walking about the room, 
Ae faid to herfelf -— * Her mother fold 
her ! — a generous man bought her !— ^ 
(he was conduced to Breft ! — (he was 
in love with fomebbdy on board the 
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fleet ! ^ (he fell into the fea V —Then 
fuddenly turning, to me, mjr unfortu- 
nate wife afked me with vdiemence 
this alarming queftion -*- ^ How old 
was Mademoifelie de Varmont when 
you married her ?' — Oh, Emily ! beau- 
teous and generous Emily, I much fear 
that the dreadful denotsenvM \s at handi 
Let us, however, redouble our precau- 
tions to keep it at a diftance." 



4i 



« 



Hufh !" faid I, interrupting him. 
Why ?'* faid Bovile. - 



** Look behind you — • fee that young 
man — Dolerval — following us — 
watching us — liftening to our dif- 
courfe." 

"One word more/* added he in a 



xvAyfper^ " Ldt us continue our walk a 
few minutes- longer, in order tafave 
appearances. Do you, then return to 
your apart meat — t^ lock, yourfelf in — 
andi^ Madanoe D'^tioles knocka at thie 
d6ori donU open it. At midnight Til 
CQme to you, and take you away *~ 
yes, -unfortunate Emily, 111 conduQ: 
you "back to the folitude of; the cloi- 
$«r, frpm- which I once^ reicuedJyou» 
only to plunge you ^deeper in mi»for* 
luue." i . 

f* Hufti ! hu(b ! ho is q^uite near us/' 

• "Well,, thco, let. us change ihe fub- 
jeft/of our converfation/* - 

« 

" Yes, let us fpeak of the alarm giv^ 
en me by Murville : after what has 
this day happened, I may, withdut im- 
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propriety, venture to tulk of him ia ^is 
brother's hearing." 

By this time, Dorothy, the young 
man joined our company, but, accordt 
ing to his ufual practice. of late* yiiihj 
out uttering a fingle word. He only 
walked by my fide, as on former occar 
fions, and regulated his fteps. by our& 
I, on the other hand, without fpeaking 
to him •*— without even looking at him 
— continued to converfe with Bovile 
in that eafy natural tone which one 
preferves when not afraid of . being 
overheard by a third perfon. " I con- 
fefs," faid I, " that I am . ferioufly a- 
larmed when I think of Murvillc* What 
wicked fcheme can it be that he is plot- 
ting againft me ?" 

*^Make your mind ^y^ oil that 
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head/' replied Bovile : ^^ thofe puny 
fparks, who are fo formidable in the fe* 
duftion of female innocence —believe 
me, it is only againft wdmen that they 
have any courage. It is not againft 
men who have feen fenrice that they 
dare difplay their ftrength and valour. 
As long as a fingle drop of blood flows 
ih my veins, you have nothing ta fear 
from your contemptible enemies : a bare 
look from a man of fpirit is fufficienl to 
make them tremble/' 

As he concluded thefe words, we had 
reached the extremity of the arbour, 
near a private door which' opens from 
the garden towards the f^iburbs. At the 
moment when Bovile turned round, in- 
tending to go quietly back to the houfe, 
the young man, unaccountably urged 
by a fudden impulfe of madnefs, feized 
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mc in his arms, and hurried me away 
with the rapidity of the lightning. At 
the fame time, the door opened of it- 
fclf, and inftantly (hut behind rae. Thus 
was I, in a moment,, feparated from my 
protestor ; and whilft Bovile — ftupe- 
fied, no doubt, by my fudden difappear- 
ancc •— remained confined in the gar- 
den, I was thrull hito a poft-chaifc 
which ftood in. waiting on the fpot; 
my ravilher fprang into it after me; the 
driver whipped his horfes, and I was 
carried away at full gallop, 

I confefs that even then I felt a great- 
er degree of furprife than of apprehen- 
fion, " Unfortunate Dolerval !'*• faid I 
— *' do you refle£l on the ftep you are 
taking ? to what an extreme of madnefs 
h^s your paljion impelled you ! Tis to 
your dearell friend that you now offer 
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an mfult : 'tis from the houfe ©f your be^ 
loved Eleonora that you cairy off the 
woman whom your refpeftful attach- 
ment had infpired with fentiments of 

of efteem ! What ! are you, too, 

Dolerval, become the oppreflbr of wo- 
mankind ?" 

To thefe expoftulations I received no 
other anfwer than a half-ftifled titter.— 
I now began to be feri6ufly alarmed: I 
loaded the young man with reproaches, 
and afked him a thoufand queftions : 
but he preferved an obftinate filence.— 
At length the moft frightful fufpicions 
began to darken my mind, andl (hriek- 
ed with terror. Immediately he flop- 
ped my mouth with one hand, while 
with the other he took infulting liber- 
ties. Enraged at his infolence, I ex- 
erted both Tiiy teeth aild my nails in in- 
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flirting 6ti him feveral marks of^ my re» 
fentmeftt : but this cruel ftrugglc was 
interrupted by one ftill more crueL We 
heard the report of a piftol ^ and the 
poftillion fell to the ground, crying 
** murder ! murder !" At the fame in- 
ftant, a ruffian appeared at the carriage^ 
door, and difcharged a fecond lhot» 
By the flafh of his piftol, I could per- 
ceive that the affaffin was mafked, and 
that the perfon wlio a moment before 
had infulted me, and was now become 
ray proteftor, was Murville. Murviile 
had thrown himfelf forward between 
me and the murderer, and received in 
his body the fl:iot which was levelled at 
me. " Whoever you are," cried he, 
" take my purfe and my life ! but fpare 
her ! refpeft fuch beauty !** Meanwhile 
he fearched for his piftols, but could 
not find them s ^nd whilft a4bxrd ihot 
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was fired, wbich> I. fup^fei xnifled 
him, he fprang from the carriage — 
feized his enemy by the throat — over- 
powered him, — - brought him to the 
ground— and^ whi^e rolUag and ftrug^ 
gUng with him in the dud, repeatedly 
^ried rOUt ** My piftols ! my piftols ! fee 
if tbey be not under the cufhion." 

, In this dneadfnl emergency, Dorothy, 
I felt myfelf animated with preternatu- 
rs^ courage. I Ie;apt from the chaiC?, 
armed with Murville's piftols ; and the 
hand of a woman was perhaps to ter- 
minate the life of a murderer. But judge 
how great my terror, when, at that ve- 
ry .moment, and at no great diftance 
£i;om the combatants, I perceived a man, 
who, in an attitude of pain and afto* 
pifhment, remained a quiet fpeftator of 
this dreadful confli^l^ — b^t who now 

9 
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approached me^ and eanHefflj examined 
my features. : • 

" What ! *tis you. Madam ! Allow 
me," faid he, fnatching thepiftols from 
my hand, -— " allow me, who , once 
faved your life in this very wood, fo 
fave you now from the commtffion of a 
crime. To me it belongs to take ven- 
geance for thofe diabolical deeds which 
he has fo often attempted to force me 
to perpetrate : — to me it belongs' to 
punifli him." ■' 

From thefe words, Dorothy, you will 
as readily conclude that it was Lafleur 
who fpoke to me, as I difcovered him 
by the found of his voice : — I need not 
therefore tell you who was the cruel 
monfter againft whom Murviile main- 
tained this unequal combat. 
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r.iEnxhgtd with liudfi .the . fcrvjBint . Je- 
vclled one of the'piRok.at^ hU maft^r, 
but with a feeble, trembling, unfteady 
handy 'wh en faddenty he daggered, aiid 
felt to thd^ ground, wTi\h'mg ia.^gony» 
llie fhot, neverthelfefs, muft have hit 
his accomplice, who im^iediately utter- 
ed ai l&ttd. (hfiefc; Ht was not however 
dtfabled by the woapid, which foemed, 
an the contrary, toijfedouble his ftrength 
iijf. reflaubling his .Rge : for, by one 
mighty effort,'.«h<? ' difengaged himfcif 
from the grafp of Murville, and ran 
Voj^ards me with a drawn dagger iji 
his hand. 



I •■ 



" Advance, cruel- wretch !" faid I. 
". I fhail not attempt to pick up the re- 
inaining piilol, whichyour accomplice 
was unable to make ufe of, in order to 
defend myfelf^ I hadja^tlier a thoufand 

Vol. in. K 



194 SMILT D£ VARMOJfT. 

times receive death at yow bapd> t&an 
take away your life." 

But it ieems my hour was SLptyet 
come. — « Murville^ animated^ . by . tho 
fight of my critical fituation^ colleded 
all his ftrength> fprang up> and rufhed 
in between us, exclaiming, ** Poor 
girl ! what have I brought you to ? *tis 
your blood that he thirfts for !" . Thus 
the unfortunate man, who was by this 
time fufficiently punifhed, lamented and 
prote6ted me at the fame moment 
With his unarmed h;;nd he Several 
times warded off the dagger which was 
aimed at my breaft : but there was lit- 
tle probability that he could have Tong 
refifted ; and his murderer muft have 
foon found himfelf at liberty to fhed 
his fitter's blood, unmolefted. The 
Jc.indnefs of heaven,* however, did nqt 



fuffeir the devoted vi6Hin to feel the 
concluding horrors of the dreadful fa- 
crifice : — ^ my knees tottered -:- my eyes 
grfew dim — and I fell feiifi^Ieft under 
the wheels of the caxtiage* 



1-' 



On rec6verfng tny fenfes, I di/cbver- 
ed a fcene — fuch a feenc a$ I'lhalt 
never forget! Alas J why was I I'efcalled 
to life ? — But, exciilfe me, Dorothy -^ 
I mfifl for a mornent quit you, and re- 
pair to the bed-fide of the dying tnah. 
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BoviLE to Dorothy. 

§ 

•' Tours, 12th December, fix in the afternoon. 

Worthy nflcr of a woman whofe 
inatchlefs beauty IS ftill inferior to her 
angelic gpodnefs, — unfortunate" filler 
of the moft execrable villain who has 
ever trod the earthy, — 'tis that Emily, 
for whom you entertain the ihbft teii-r 
der affe£lion, and in whofe defence I 
fhall be ever ready to rifk the laft drop 
of my blood — 'tis Emily, who, over- 
whelmed by the weight of her diftrefies, 
but ftill anxious to remove your unea- 
finefs, has charged me to acquaint you 
with the particulars of her fate. 

Be not alarmed. Madam : your fitter 
is now fafe from all further danger : 
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fhe efcaped without a wound : and 
would to heaven that we could as fuc* 
cefsfully fliield her heart from the 
fliafts of forrow and affliction, as we re- 
fcued her from the dagger of an alfaf- 
fin! 

Dolccval had fnatched away Emily 
from my fide — fo, at Icaft, I imagined. 
I ran into the houfe, and there. found 
him in company with his fjfter; " Aflo 
hifliing !" cried I—** you have but this 
moment carried off Juliette in the gar- 
den — and I now find you here !'* . 

r 

" Heavens !" exclaimed Dolerval — 
** it muft be my brother! — quick! 
quick ! let us purfue !** 

We haftiiy faddled our horfes, and, at 
all events, I thought it well to take 

K3 
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tnv cutlafi with me; Our fen'ants' were 
ordered to follow us with fill poflibic 
Ipeed, while Dolerval and I, with the 
rapidity of light wng^gallopped jqCF ia 
purfuit. of the raviiher^. 

At about half a league from Tows, 
ve caaic up with a carriage^andying 
in the highways m tW mickl)^ of. a 
wooi. At a fo^l diftftnce Arom Jt, 
were two men fighting near a TfpqoAfl 
who lay motiontofe on the ground* 
One of daieaa braodUbed: a. daggerr^iHe 
other was unarmed, v « Helpihelf^i" 
cried the courageous youth, who firmly 
maintained his ground, though repeat- 
edly wounded by his enemy. 

** 'Tis MurviUc that he is murder- 
ing !" exclaimed .dol^rvlil ^r^^d I im- 
mediately ru%4;.on the other, whom 
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we took for a itAbcr, and with repeat- 
ed ftrokes brought him to the ground. 

When the danger was over, Mur- 

ville, who had by* this time fuflfercd a 

confiderable lofs of blood, fainted away. 

We* bound up his -wounds as well as 

<thi3 dark«ie& of the night would allow 

.m> and iiftiiYg up £Illi]y^'who wais ftill 

i)fl« ftate of itiftxti&ility^ we placed her 

'ifi^^fte ':ihaife; -At tbb moment we 

•tewd-hoU^w ^oms^^at a imalldiftaoce 

*ih)m xi^ y 4ix^i(MmzSter a v6ice ArAtk 

our ears— ^•^ Oh, tny bowtla 1 tnysbmr- 

els ! I bum ! Fni undone i '— help ! 

iheip 1 •awi Vll difc^er ^ the whcde;'*; 

■' I , "■ : , • ■ ■ ■ ■ I . 

We turned, towards the found ; and 

w 

^ftpa#d!fii>g.for^he*p8ribn fro ns. whom it 
'^()ct^ed«d/l'ft4^ cm thd bodf 
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of a man who lay writhing 'cm' the 
ground in the moft cx-cruciating con- 
vulfions. He attempted to fpeak ; but, 
feized with a "more violent parbxyfm 
of pain, was unable to utter dny tiling 
but flirieks and groans. A few fteps 
.farther, Dolcrval found a man in the 
agonies of death: — 'twas Murville's 
poftillion. .On the other fide I heard 
mingled -groans* imprecations, ;and 
blafphemies, which fufficiently pfDvcfl 
to me thiat the viljam- whonj' I had lei- 
velled in the duft^wrifri'f^l/fwjfrcm hb 
•a.'ft knomcnls^v. -; vti; ,rIO '*- •- . . . :> 

Snrrbunded ." :b.y . fa'^if>an)^ ptrfds^ jift 

d anger, our fituation became embar- 

raffing,:.when fortunately; I'defcrj"e4 at 

a diftance ' tber* gleam, oi ;flamttwjgijt, 

which .1 iimneSdiately ; c<fncli^e<i ptfr 

ervants were lyiii|;ing to us. Nor was 
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I miftaken : it was Our people who were 
coming : but they came not unaccom- 
panied. They efcorted a carriage, in 

which was : uias ! my wife her- 

felf in perfon. — Eleonora, apprehen- 
five, that, after having overtaken the 
raviOier, we might perhaps be unable 
to prevail on him to refign hjs prey— • 
and that a fatal affray might enfue be- 
tween her brother and her huiband — 
Eleonora had Haded after* U8> with a 
view to try what efi'eft fhc could pro- 
duce on her brother's mind by her foli- 
citations, which nnght probably have 
greater influence than our Yemonftran- 
ces. — Unfortunate womin ! • what a 
dreadful fcene was (he doomed io wir- 
nefs ! — what a diftrefling part was-fl)© 
doomed to aft in it 1 but how much 
more cruelr. how .much more Bift^eff- 
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. - MHTville va& tito firft wita reddvered 
his fenfes, and '-'-firft ^ all/" faid fad jh 
va feeblQ tone, *^ Tclieve me Ironi: ibsf 
< doubts^, by tearing the tssfk* frcoii; iUt 
.YiUain'&face/* * 



•li 






^ We iinmedtately crbeycd him *^4«d 
he at oace recognifed< tbe.wiretc^;.:il 
too recognifed him, and Ihuddered at 
the dife^very. " Inhuman* Vawfaoiit!'' 
4aid fee — ^" it ia then triac that ydu 

«j!«0i{bedilo muffder me for^he fakeiof ^ 
woman 1 — to murder mef n^y j0i3k 
wifhed to murder your miftrefs her- 

•. • . . - , ■ . . • 

: ^ ; V.ztils xmfireiaii'interrapted ^e «aia 



ihe is hia fitter r* 
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: "f H^^fifter!)^ jfepeatediyeiiehrixiied 
M«iTviUe/i^hdfngfttt^?:^ fifttr i-^ 
ah I ySban I tbe 4ark: mj&try is now 
faDQUgbt.tO) fight rt^^tbis is ootthe &t& 
thne^you SiayB al^mpted to take away 
her life* And i was a friend to this 
i^ttmftef Is Gracious .heftVe& ! you hav« 
not yet fiflfiicicntly puAifhed me !^ 

** Hit ; lifter P ■ . : exclaimed' Heonor?, 
buTfting inlotearsf ««-< '* Ah \iikt i&lii^ 
lifitte's btotfaeii. whofe ii^i£e> ih^i MOt 

' • ■ . • - * ■ . •■.'•>' 

f Hist fifterl" r M-deboed: EjolienrAJ »in 
piteovis ^lie. > " -Thein (he is forevee 
inatchedv£rqai :ai3Sih(^s 1 Hue Hh*^ at) 

K 6 
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f iberty ! His fifW ! -r^-BwUei ! luckicfr 
Bovile ! you have ruined! Elfebiioraj!":'?^ 

• *' Yoii'-aYe then BdvStefir; faici lihe 
elder brother of Madarire .DfEtioles'i^ 
*• and this generous^ this! beauStecfusp* 
this refpcftable wdttton, 'wlicaiiJIJiajMi 
fo gtofsly ^ffandedi^-^ wharfs :;nvsforhJ 
tunes I have fo: cruelly iggtavated^ i-^i 
whole virtues >I'fo. blindly bveHobked^i 
— flic is-yours?. (he is yaur wife i'f^: j i 

" No !-• anfefrefed^EmJljryitvhaiat tlfat 
moment' recovered bapiejrfes >^f)ha\iH 
feid (he, {)oiTiting Ic^MadaTnteD^Et idles! 
— •" there is his wife." "\ i 

• "How4^i^pl^i«d.*Mur>Hlld^then^f- 
t<^^ a {hort paufe^-^** oh! yes i myr 
fifter .'.=;. . bnce^ moferat lihertyh JBai 
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1fftlfil.i;:i\ ; flaU ia: exift'enca ! .... loft 
his .former Iwfeii:.. * . Yes^) I\ now re»- 
colIe£t what Dolerval . .ii it, I conipre- 
hcnd-4he . wibole jmyftery ; !t— this gen- 
ilent^q p/piirte'to breathe l^uftand of two 
wiv'es/V-.At thefe iwords he pnefenteii 
his hand to Madame £V£tioles' with a 
look of: tender fympatby^ . and mingled 

his tears with hers. i 

I • • • - . 

- Meanwhile eveiy motiw iwrged us ta 
retire as' fpeedily as poffihleifrom this 
fcene .ofihorror^-TT-iMurville propofed 
that i he (hould fee. conveyed in the-' poftji 
diaifei-r?thatiLpfleur fljgwl^, b.t pl^epdk 
by his fide,— -aridi tjhiti'Ope/o£ thje',f<eirft 
vahts 'Ihonld keep, guard ovet .Var- 

mont^o^il ibnok^ ^[th^ .party. C9U(ldiifiln 
nira:jfa>itake hm/^y^ff^ ..4*^tiAhgi ^9b 
iataiidr.'gw^rQttS EiAilyM^^^ ipfit ^^Sq 
ftir iheridefefigblp:. bwCher Jo je^ftjarnf in 
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tluit .abandoaed- flate/; • SSte r«queftc»4 
or rather commanded^H^foi^' at'that 
moment efpeciall)% het evei^y word liad 
the influenee of a coaHn«nd«:^tlat 
Murville as^ JLafleor' fboidd b^ plac^4 
m. the frpnt feat of the toaeb/ white 
fta and Madanoe DfEtiofea took po^^ 
feffipn of the back feat. .Thosi her twsf 
perfecutors were indebtbd to her for 
the fad pleafure and confolation of be- 
ing able to renew tto ' her their aflur 
ratKes o( fmcisre repentance. Thus drf 
two unfortxinate wi^es, feated fide by 
fide,^ bad an opportunity of embracmg 
eK^^othery aod perhapa aHeviating> 
tbeir-inisfwtatieS'by rbingHng thfeirifon* 
rows, llfius tbe execrable .wretch. Vrha 
ha^'tittemfiltedejtheiiife oif ^her mhich is .ibr 
dean^ t^-iisfaM^ ¥^ placed Hajonahi.ther 
p^^oiiUitt which hw morderQjos^^liaadfc 
hftd -ftained \Vlth bloQd> and where -fab^ 



JMw im^tehC ragti Vented hfelf in the 
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As^to Murville*s unfortunate poftff- 
lion, I had his lifelefr body placed on 
one of the horfes. * — Dolerval and I, 
oppreifed with unutterable grief, took 
our ftation on each fide of the eoach, 
V^hich echoed with the fighs of thofe 
who were the deareft objeQs of our af- 
feCtion. In this order we fet out ; wd 
the fad cavalcade flowly proceeded to 
the city. 

We had difpalched a fervant before 
us to fummon the dffiflftnce of the fem 
culty ; and on our arrival at the houfe^ 
we found the furgeons in waiting. 
Th^y firft examined Murville*s wounds; 
und I hav^ the fatisfaftibh of attnotin^- 
tng to you that that coujH^eous youth^^ 

9 
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fo generous and. noblq even in the 
midfl: of his mifconduft, -i— tRat. youth, 
now reformed by the dreadful leffon he 
.has received, is not in danger- His. life 
will be preferved, to furnifh the young 
men of the age with the glorious ex- 
ample of a reformation which I believe 
to be. complete and fincere. The ball 
ba\'ing pnly. glanced on his brea/l, left 
but. a flight contufion: and', in the liii- 
equal ftruggle with Varmont, he dif- 
played fo much dexterity in parrying 
the dagger repeatedly aimed at his 
breaft, that his right arm only was 
' hurt :; and it fortunately. happens, that, 
.of two wounds he received in it, nei* 
ther is deep or dangerous. 



I ■ . t 



'J3uthow uniuft the decifion of fate 
in^ prdaiwrpgthatjt^e.yili^in Vermont 
fhould bo equally fortunate j— -The fliot 
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whicK was fired at him by his own'fer- 
vantytJid little more than graze his 
(houlderi and* of ^he three Wounds with 
which I 'brought him to the ground, 
Dot one IS ihortaL '• The pain which 
Murville begins to feel, prevents him 
fromclofing his e)xs during the whole 
•night i and Varmont can already enjoy 
.a found lleep ! 1 fear'p that, for the mis- 
'fidfCuneHftid th« ^ifgra^e of mankind, 
fWfe'fhairyeftore^lhsft in'6rifter to the fo- 
dfety of *mcn;j 'In-that cafe I fhould 
•have^ufch reaifon to regret that I did 
•not re40u()te-mjr btows* • - 

t » 

On the other hand, the unfortunate' 
Lrafleur, whofe eyes were how'opefied 
by thequeftions we had been obliged 
to-^ut to him, and by the increafirig 
'.p)MnsJ:which racked'' his whole, fra^d, 
fooiv-'tonjidfilured whaif -flie phyficislh 
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had already whifpcrcd :to Bs. r— ^* I am 
certainly poiioned T' was^ hi$ 0onftant 
exclamatiou. **-. At rler^tbf. as th^ me- 
dicines which were adcnmiftcred af- 
forded him no Telieft and dte convul- 
five fits feized him with greater fre- 
quency and violence^ he beg^ged that 
Emily, DolervaU and U ihould attend 
<at his .bed-r]de> to .reK:dive hiii dying 
confeifion. Th^(MoYfAx>g Me^.ftwrfy 
the whole of the pmtHHal^r^ <yf;^l>i€h 
you are yet ignorant :: but I 4o act pre- 
tend to. repeat themt Hi U^i.c^inal 
coarfenefs of expveflipn m(3t^)^ifj|i l^^cto* 
livered them. 

.''■■' ' • • • ' ■ ,,i.t • 

^* When I took the boftt tof my mAfta* 

.^* j?t Breft, I knew nothing of wbttt te 

/* had been doing on board the^'f^en- 

/^ taur. When otoce the ;criine^:;j«res 

« 

!^^ conunitted* Yarmoatileelaned t«ifM, 
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^f4ksA, if i betniyed him, he would 
^f confefs the whole, but would acoufe 
^ me of bebg his accomplice, and 
j^ would MBuatain that affertion to his 
^f lafft moment. --^ Soon after, learning 
-^ that his:yi£lim was^ ftill in exigence, 
'^f he charged me to go and complete 
f^ ^ mr €f9r4iti§Hy ^t he called it. My 
•Noilly inducement to titiddrtake thfe 
:^ee«imiffioiK ww my fear leflr the ior- 
"^ mtr^erihi^ ihotoM b« difcof ered, ^d 
^ Varmont flKyuId bring i»e f6 the fcaf- 
^ fold al(ytfg l^itb Kifnielf.. But I'^hiM 
^ not Ai^cieilt courage for fuch aideed't 
" ncverthelefs I pecfuaded my mafter, 
^* that I had punftually obeyed his of- 
■ ^* ders.-^ Vdnnoiit, who no doubt al- 
•** ready meditated my deftruftion, rfe- 
^iained me. in his fervice*. and l-^ 
'•^ wreiehed'man that 1 wasl-^I re- 
<' mailitNi with:<him^w piutlf terrified 
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" by his threats of vengeance in cafe 
'^ I (hould quit him, and more efpeci- 
ally, I own it, in hopes of at length 
obtaining the fum of mo&ey he. bad 
promifed as my reward. — He conti- 
." nucd to amufe me with, fair prc- 
'* mifes, ixntil he fliOuId find an oppor- 
" tunity of fecuring me beyond the 
^' reach of danger, as he exprefled him- 
^ &\(. , At length, about the beginning 
f^vf this month he told me that Mon^ 
-*^ deur Murville having infulted him, 
/{;and refufed to give, him apy.fatisfac- 
^^ tion» he was determined to force him 
" into a duel, * I cadnot/ adde4 he, 
" * compel him to it at Breft, where? he 
*' has a number of friends, and where 
** I.muft be cautious of making my ap- 
*^ pearance : but. do you, my dear La- 
"flcur, Jiafte thither — watch his mo- 
f* tions -* and the moment he. b'a$. the 
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^misfortune to quit the town> foH^iw' 
*^him wherever he goes*— and ^-wifite' 
** me word where I. care meet him !*?r-^ 
*.^ Unfortunate wretch thjat il was L I 
*5 /gave. into the fnare; ; On ihe* receipt 
^' of my fifft''letter5..m!y mafter:'came 
^ with all haftei to the tnciditv. of. Toiirs, 
•V where Monfieur Marville. had . been 
*^four days in cowceahwent. - I could 
**tiot tell whyitr was-~but yefterday 
^ my mind foreboded ' fomei evil that 
** awaited ibe. - ln> the' morning 'I gave 
** Varmorrt an account of a conyaerfa?- 
^* tion I had juft had with Monfieuf 
** Murville's poftillion, with whom I 
" haid taken a glafs, and ^ who informed 
"me that hi&iiiafter intended to return 
"in the evetiingtb bi^ couiitryiftat, 
" accompanied 'by 'a young- fellow-tra- 
" Veller. -^ '- We muft lie in wait for 
him on his palfoge/ replied he with 
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*^Alo6k of the ^ateft&ti8&Aibiit;^M 
** Accordingly we took otir ftatibii^^-^ 
^ bdut noon in the fpot ii^hepryou ifiiet 
** us. There we ten&ained on the vnitth 
•* the whole day ; and when it Was now 
dark nighty I heard the rattle of a poft*' 
chaife, and could diftioguifh JaDtes's 
voice encouraging his horfbs.— ^* Ha!* 
exclaimed my fcoundrel ntafler^ ^ 'tis 
" well ! but do yoi^ my dear-Lafleur,* 
** added he, taking frota his pocket a 
" bottle of brandy, of wlrich he knows 
I am paffionately fond, •— * do yon 
begin by taking a dram : — it will 
give you ftrength and codrage; and 
perhaps I may ftand in need of 
your afliftlmce/ — I haftily emptied 
" the bottle, and then for the firft time 
"recollefting myfelf, ^ But, Sir,* faid 
" I, * I have no arms/ -— * Polttoon V 
^' replied he in a^ brutal manner^ ^ 'tis 
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^'4}i(t.as it ifiioa^ibe. . Rafcall jrou 
^^JhaveoQce4ecci?cd me. . WeUJ look 
^^ oa at piiefeat^ and lq»re me to aj^ : 
but do not flii^ ; or^ by heanreo^ I 
infiadtLjr blow your brains out !* — -^ 
At thefe. wojrds Jbe.fpcang out into the 
*\ road ; and as foon as he could diftin* 
^ guiih Monficur Murville's livery,, he 
^. lerelled his piftoL at poor James, and^ 
'^ with the muzsle almoft touching his 
^'ear, difcharged hi& QpU ^ud killed 
<< him. ^— What happened afterwards, 
" you already know*'' 

It was near an hour, Dorothy, be« 
fore we could colle£t this dreadful 
confeflion, which was every moment 
interrupted by the excruciating ago** 
nies of the unfortunate wretchwho was 
making it, . He conGhidc4 by begging 
a thouiand pardons of Eniiljr, wbofe 
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whole frame was agitated by the. min- 
gled emolions of terror and- pity, dur- 
ing the fhocking recital, -^^et hew re- 
qucfted her ' blelli^ig^ and foon afler^ 
happy to fee his fufferings at an cnd^ 
he breathed his laft. . ..":(... 



' i 



. I cannot find words to defcribe to 
you. the admirable conduft of your fif- 
ter during the whole courfc of that fa- 
tal night. Figure to yourfelf our dear 
Emily alarmed at the ' long-eontinucd 
fwoon "cf her murderer-— refufing to 
quit us, except for one fliort moment 
to acquaint you with a part of her new 
inisfortuiiCS — haftening back to the bed 
where lay Varmont, on whom (he ftill 
beftowcd the tender appellation of bro- 
ther, but who was incapable of hear- 
ing her voice — next running to vifit 
Murvilie, whom her tender attention 
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^dletd&Ltd and cbnfoled at the fame 

tlftfC -^ en4ilettVfeuring . to revive thfe 

^i^odplrig fpirits df Ddlerval who i;ira8 

**flitik in IhcS deepeftdefpair-^-inlfpiring 

«Vcii jhe with courage and* refoliition 

^ to bear up againft this cfniefl reverfe of 

ftrfttine— mkigling her tears with thofe 

»<lf Madanie D'Eti^lcs — and fighing 

pV^f the dciath-bed of the unfortunate 

accompiice of Varmont. 

Dwtrf on the other hand^ conceive, 
even ffi the micJft of her misfortunes, 
J^ triumph- that attends her virtues 
Ib'ldtrig ^rfecmted, a^'her innocence 
ib late^ifcoveted. Beprefent to your- 
felf my deaJr EJednoWileft afBifted per-. 
4>ap9 by her ^am griefs Aan by thofe 
J^f her fifidnd,-rDoterval bitterly re- 
,proAdbiAf \im^{^\f for the unjuft }ea- 
loufylie had entertained, and the Jn- 

Vol. hi. L 
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jurious fufpicions he had beefi tempted 
to harbour, — and Murville now more 
fully convinced of the Wrongs he had 
done to her,— .more deeply repentant 
of his paft conduft, — more feverely 
mortified that he had not laboured to 
merit the efteem of that adorable wo* 
man — " Yes! Dolerval !'* cries he, 
" truly adorable, as you juftly reprefent- 
cdher!" 

But, above all the reft, conceive, if 
poflibic, how much I am at oncei bo^ 
enchanted and diftraft^d by the Agbt 
of thofe two woiuen, who, if not equal- 
ly idolifcd, have at leaft, equal .claims 
to my adoratioft. figure, to yourfetf, 
if you can, what horrors, what (:harais, 
I find in the .divcrfified . fcqpe which 
this eventful crifis has pxefented to. my 
view. : : 



I ith December, j in the afternoon. 



W^EEP, Dorothy ! — ^you have nolonger 
a brother. — Rejoice !— tfee earth, is rid 
of a nion{];er 1 \ <■: ;: ijh.v, 

Ihc clock had announcec) thehcur 
of, noon — Emily ftill fatimrnoYable. by 
his bcd-iide, J and impatiently .waited 
jlie termination of a refttefs yarefoefti* 
ipg^ fleep which. f<}Qi|\^»tb have opi* 
j>reffed him;— -when, rfaddenJyawalcr 
iagy he darted /a favag<* kn^ft-at his tif- 
-ter *-^ recognifed her f^" and • furioully 
Xprang from the bed towards her^iShe 
.fcrcamed . wi^h. terror,, and .betook 
hu^felf to flight. I inilanily ftew.to 
her affiftance,, and (lopped tbe;r*irffiaa» 

L z 
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Luckj it was that I did fo !««-one mo- 
ment later^ and he would have feized 
Emily —^hewcrtild have facrificed her. 
Meanwhile ;khe returmng pmx^xyfm of 
his fever gave him prodigious flreng^h^ 
and I muft unavoidably have been over- 
powered, if my friends had ndt all to* 
gcther run to my aififtance. When I 
was difengaged from his grafp, the 
blodd^thirfty tiger, thus difappointed 
of his prey, turned all his rage againft 
bimfelf. He furioufly rolled oh the 
fioor«-^-imangHng his own flefhj and tear- 
ing away the^i^ifflngs of his' wounds. 
An attempt w^smade to preveilt him': 
but I criM ioufi '' No ! let his deitn^ 
take its coui^f^ { Is k not better that 
he fhould die heiie than on a publie 
fcafTold? Have not his crfmes already 
brought fufficient afHi£lion on his fami'^ 
ly } do you wi(h» that, by an effe£l of thq 
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cruel prejudices of the age ^; he ibociU 
moreover entail infamy and • difgracd 
upon his relatives by fufiering an igtio^ 
mlnious death from tibie^ hand of the 
executioner? BeCidms, what exeeu^ 
tioner can be fouaci, whofe hand is 
fufficiently bafe and dctefiable for fuch 
a wretch? — Let the infamous villai!!i 
himfelf execute the decirees of aveng* 
log fate. Varment dlone is worthy to 
infii£t due punishment on- Varmont/*- 

I havei Dorothy, too great a: refpef): 
ibr your feelinga^ to repeat to you atU tht 
horuble expreffiorls which his impuvfc 
lips uttered during his lail moments; 
I will not diilrefa you by describing >the 

• 

* GuHt, not the gallows, co^ftituit^s the fliame. 

■ . . * ■ 

This beautiful maxim is henceforward confc- 

■• ■ ' * 

crated by a wife decree of tlie Ceilventioni an4 
by a great example. 

L3 
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inceflant ravings of his diftra£ied.xnind> 
liAunced by the moft frightful fpeflres* 
I will not tell you in what fliocking 
tleJirram he pad the laft five hours of 
lirs dreadful agony. But you may re- 
ly on it, thathelJ itfelf has not tor- 
ments equal to thofe he fuffered. 
? . * ■■-■■. 

^ At length he has breathed his liaft;^— 
he has juft expired, renouncing hid. fa*- 
mlty, his country^ and his God. 



«. . -X 



Happily liis fiiier was hot pr^ifent, 
torhear his' expiring groan. She— af- 
feftionate and credulous woman — ftiH 
relied on the mercy of heaven, — as if 
heaven could have any mercy in (lore 
for fuch a deteftable villain — or a death- 
bed repentance, extorted only by the 
goading apprehenfions of almighty juf- 
tice, could have any merit in the allr 
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feeing eye of the undeceivable fearcher 
of hearts! — She earneftly entreated us 
to procure a prieft to hear Varmont^B 
confeflion, and give him abfolution be- 
fore he died : and as none of us feemed 
to her to make fufficient hafte, (he her- 
felf, in that moment of confufion^ ran 
forth in queft of a clergyman to ad* 
miriifter ' fpiritual confolation to her 
agonifmg brother.—- Unfortunate wo-' 
man! (he quitted the affeding fcei c 
within doors, only to encounter a new 
fubjefit of affli£tion abroad !* 
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Emily to Dorothy. 

Touw, December i6i 

• 

After fuch a fatal eclaircijfmenl, af- 
ter fo dreadful an explofion, it woulc) 
have been utterly improper that Do « 
lerval and Bovile Oxould remaiii above, 
four and twenty hours longer in the 
place which refounded wltli tbailgh^ 
of the iil-fated Eleonora and tbe affii€|k*% 
cd Emily. Accordingly they fet ^but 
three days ago, and have together en*, 
tered on fliip-board, there fil^ntly to 
indulge their forrov^s and their hopes 
— yes ! Dorothy ! their hopes ! — the 
manner in which Bovile bade me adieu; 
has infpired my defponding heart with 
frefli courage. 



** That governnienfc,**£aiId he, ^ whofe 
galling yoke wergha fo heavy' on tht 
neck of every Frenchman, cannot mul!K 
longer (Tipport itfelft The iron rod of 
tyranny, fmear^d wUh the filth of cor* 
niption, difgraces tRe nation on whom 
it is in^£ted, and begins to wear oat 
her g^ftonifhing patience, Neverthdefei 
her enemies, blindly actuated h^ -iiijlt 
inconceivable infatuation, in(t6ad^^f 
alleviating the weight of her chaiiiSi 
are. daily t^n^ployed in labounng ta 
reader them ftill .more' heavy aiidop^ 
prcflive. The meaf^ire will fooni be" fi|K 
ed'^—the hour now rapidly approache^i 
when ray country will have no othei* 
alternative than ruin^ or regeneration; 
Ah ! I am willipg to cheriili the fond 
hope that the guardian genius c^France^ 
ever wsft^hful for her fafety, will fup-*^^ 
port her during the co^vulfions at- 

L5 



tendaiYl! oii thaf crifis-^a tFAx|i(£idDus 
cri(]&/ Tk& cloubt/ but which &1one> 4i(leT 
fomie moDients of anguifh^ can reftoffe 
her to her former youth and beauty, 
endue ht:r \vJth undecaymg vigour, and 
replace her iti the foremoft rank among 
nations. When that happy day fliines 
forth, its beams (hall inflahtly difpel a 
4ar^:ho(l of prejudices^ ancient and 
CQntefnptible as the ignorance and 
fuperftitlon which gave them birth, 
'i'hen/' added he, fqueezing my hand, 
*' your dear Dorothy (hall no longer 
figh in vain : for the cloifters (hall be 
forced to open their gates, and fuiFer 
their viftims to recover their liberty : 
— then, poor Father Sevin, now fo 
wretched, will bc; able to find fome 
confolation upon earth : for celibacy, 
bunted and purfued to the very altar^ 
(hall-no longer be permitted todevour 
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wbfl^e ge^eFaJtjbas 0f )th^ humm ^cm t 
-— lteBn>r€f|)wialfy," cfflfi tiflM^4 he^alling 
o|I:1hs kne^s l}efofe Madame D!£tioIes^ 
*^ Qlftr tribunals fliall no longer refound 
\yUb.thofe fuit« for divcxrcesy profecuted 
VRfik fo tnuch fcsmdalj pbtained at the. 
expenfe of ib mu^h fiuuijie, and pro- 
ductive of no pther confequence than 
that Qi condemning young people^ 
who are thus fepAratcd but not dif- 
united, to drag c>n the remainder of 
their lives between the evils of celi- 
bacy on the one hand, and the crime 
of adultery on, the other. Then will ^ 
total flop be put to thofe prudential 
marriages, as they are falfely denomi* 
nated,.— thofe marriages haftily conr- 
trafted by miftakcn young people, who,, 
without making any further inquiry 
than a* to the amount of property on. 
each, fide^ think they know, each other 
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fiiffifcietrtlfi-^biA often toticdve mu* 
tiial hatred and dctefta^il af fboa as 
they become better acqUaiflted witi¥ 
each other's difpofition. Then, too, 
fliaH we fee crofw*ding to the altats, 
eager to become hufbands- and fathers 
of famities, another fet of men, not 
]cfs unfortunate than the preceding*-*-^ 
tbofe who, terrified by the 'exan^ple rf 
the prefent marriages, and afraid to 
hazard a union with a woman to whom 
they muft be tied for life, make it their 
btifinefsj fooiier or later, to feduce the 
wives of their neighbourdi Andiic^v 
how many laws, thmk you, are reqnt'* 
fite to operate an immediate reg!fendfa- 
tion of manners I throughout this vaft 
empire,— -to enliire to millioiis of in- 
dividuals the termination of thew ml- 
fery, or the commencement of theii* 
happihefs?— 'A fiitgle one! a hiw-to 
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autibofifi?,.dLvonce6 1 The certtm 
fequenbe of fuch a regulationr woulick 
be to preveot the neceffity of divorces; 
as it woAld pnenneiafalutarf check da 
both Hudbahds aikd; vives» and lay thQm> 
imder a ifai£l ofaligaiion to. preferve, io. 
the marriage flate^ that mutual reipe£^ 
that delicate regard, thofe tender cares, 
tfapie flattering attentions, which firft 
gave birth to their love for each othw^ 
and by which it may be every day iiw 
creafed. - As foon as that beneficent 
law is proclaimed, thouiands of unk: 
fortunate individuals will break ther 
marriage chain, which is daily bathed' 
with tbeir tears '-*- that chain which i» 
now forged with the adacnantine lioka; 
of indi&dubiitty : ^— ^thoufands of iovers^ 
wBl, imder happier aufpices, form the 
^icibed^fbri union ;-^Dolerval will ob#^ 
tarn. die woman he kives^s^^suidBovile: 
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—the happy Bo?ile-^ will. recover hijfc 
iileonora/'^ 

■ 

*■ 
Such were his parting^^ .wordv which 
our fond credulity eafilycoUed^d^ and. 
takes a pleafurr hi, recalling to xn^r, 
xuory. 

■ . • ' . . 
. Meantime, however, that diftant hope, 
does not fufficiently fupport ^jladame 
D'Etioles under the preffurc . of her 

grief, and of (I would not venture 

to ufe the exprefiTion^if the unfortunate 
woman herfelf had it not conftantly in 
her mouth) .... of her reraorfe.^ Not- 
withftanding all my efforts to confole. 
her, I fee her hourly finking into a 
more and more profound melanchoIy,^ 
of which I dread the confequences . as. 
well to herfelf as to the innocent crea^ 
ture whom flie bears in her womb •— 
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a circumftance which is^ to her, a 
fource of the mod poignant anguifli. 

At leaft it would be fome alleviation 
of my diflrefs, if I were only condemn- 
ed to witnefs her aiffliftion. But there 
is another fcene, not lefs affli£tivei 
which, though it was but once pret- 
fented to my view, is ever prefent to 
my mind, and harrows up my foul 
with the painful recolleflion. Oh ! 
pity me, Dorothy ! pity me ! 



Z3\ ^V«T «ft 






•;■■;■ I .• 



Emily to Dorothy. 

• * . ■ ■ . ■ ' 
It is now, my dear Dorothyj, iijc .days 
fince I received your letter; an4 tly^ 
grief that it caufcd nae was the only, 
circumftance which has hitherto de- 
prived me of the cpijt&lation c(f,wxitipg 

to you in return,— rNotwithftandwigth^ 
wrongs we have both Ijuflfcred fronx Ma-. 
dame de Varmont, I could not refrain 
from bewailing her untimely death — I 
could not refufe the tribute of my tear$ 
to the memory of one who, with alL 
her faults, was ftill my mother. 

I am entirely of your opinion, and 
entertain not the fmalleft doubt that it 
was the nevvs of her fon's crimes^ too 



^ 
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foon wafted to her ear by the voice of 
public report^ that prematurely hurried 
her to the grave. What anguifh (he mu(t 
have CafEsred in her lad moments ! Oh 1 
God ! thou God of juflice and of mer« 
cy! her forrow has furely atoned for 
her £a,ults ; and let her obtain thy for* 
grvenelsj as (he has mine ! 

You tell me, Dorothy, that there 
now exi&a no obftaclei to prevent mj 
repairing to your folitude, and there 
giving and receiving thofe mutual con«» 
fulationsr of which we both (land Co 
n^uch in need. A'lpw me, however, 
to entertain a different opinion. My 
company becomes henceforth indifpen- 
(ably neceffary to Madame D'Etioles, 
I am to, attend her to a diftant and ob- 
fcure village where (he intends to con? 
eeal herfelf during the laft months of 



434 EMILY DE VARMONT. 

her pregnancy, and her lying-in. Af- 
ter that, we will both — for fhe has 
authorifed me to make the promifc— 
we will both take refuge in your con* 
%'cnt. — Monfieur Murville, already re-* 
covered of his wounds, is now at Breft ; 
but he has given his fifler room to hope 
that he will accompany her to Parisj 
when flic and I go to take up our abode 
in the fame houfe with my dear fitter. 
Purfuant to this plan, I have already 
made all my arrangen>ents« I know 
yoiir difpofitlon, Dorothy — I - know 
you Avill not require that I filould 
abandon ray friend in the hour of her 
greateft diftrefs. ' 

As to that fubjeft of affliQion 
which you accufe me of a wifli to 
conceal froai you, Dorothy, I (hall 
acquaint you with the whole — I 



ihall give you a long detail of* particu- 
lars, which, ill' the firft moments of 
my cruel agitation, I had ^fortunately 
almoft all forgotten : but* th*y have 
fince been too diftinftly brought back 
to my recollection' by the efforts of 
bufy memory, which, by a certain 
involuntary impulfe, inceffantly reverts 
t<> them. 

In the paroxyfms of his rarging feveri 
ttiy dear Dorothy,- Varmont had at-* 
tempted to facrffice his fitter, -^ Difap^^ 
pointed in his attempt, he vainly ttrug- 
gled under all the agonies of a dread* 
ful delirium ; and my only hopes fo* 
him retted on the boundlefs mercies 
of the Almighty. I fondly hoped that 
the all-powerful confolations of religioil 
would rcftore his reafon^ and recall 



At 
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her pregnancy, and her lying-m. 'Af- 
ter that, we will both — for fhe has 
authorifed me to make the promtfc — 
we will both take refuge in your con* 
%'cnt. -^Monfieur Murville, already re^ 
covered of his wounds, is now at Breft ; 
but he has given his fifler room to hope 
that he will accompany her to Paris, 
when flic and I go to take up our abode 
in ihc fame hbufe with my dear fitter. 
Purfuant to this plan, I have already 
made all my arrangen>ents. I know 
yoiir ' difpofitlon, Dorothy — • I - know 
you will -not require that I filould 
abandon- ray friend in the hour of her 
greateft diftrefs. * 

» 

^ As to that fubjeft of affliQion 
which you accufe me of a wifli to 
conceal from you, Dorothy, I (hall 
acquaint you with the whole — I 



ihall give you a long detail df' particu-i' 
lars, which, in* the firft moments of 
my cruel agifation, I had fortunately 
almoft all forgotten : but*th*y have 
fince been too diftinftly brought back 
to my recollection by the efforts of 
bufy memory, which, by a certain 
involuntary impulfe, inceffantly reverts 
t<> them, 

'."O . . . ■ . - 

In the pacoxyfms of his raging feveri 
ttiy dear Dorothy, Varmont had at-* 
tempted to facrifice his fitter. — Difap-^ 
pointed in his attempt, he vainly ttrug- 
gled under 'all the agonies of a dread* 
ful delirium ; and my only hopes fo* 
him retted on the boundlefs mercies 
of the Almighty. I fondly hoped that 
the all-powerful confolations of religioil 
would rcftore his reafon, and recall 



t|6 vmiSiY m wAmmTtns 

bim to a due fehfcof hi&filaeHrtiom 1 
repeatedly called for a pridl-r-biU: t 
faw no prieft arrive. At length, in 
one of tfaofc: Venible moments vrhen 
the frantic rage of my unfortunate 
brother engaged the atteodtion of every 
one prefent, I ran out of the houfe. It 
Vfzs not . ifi the city> . where I am 
wholly unacquainted, that I went ta 
inquire for a prieft : — ' no— • I flew to 
the jQ^^bouriPg viUagc, fully, pter- 
fuaded. that the teQw of St;>.Gyf 
would nop refiuie me hh afi^tancc* 

With the rapidity of. lightning I 
reached the preibytery,: The doot 
was opened to me by;Madajn}e P*Etir 
oles' old fervant, Rouflel, who with $a 
air of aftonidiment aik^ ^hat was my 
bufine(§,, ^ 



•«l wifli to-fpealri:o Patfher 86*^ 
iniu'* was my anfwSr. 

*« To Pather Sitihi^ Madam 1"^ * 



. r,:.'; 



(( 



TTei,- certainly/*' '• ■ •'^"'" 



^ To-Fatiher S^m t** exdamifed he 
again — " Ar^joh feribttij; WkdUiHl* 

^ A pnstty ^uettidn/timly !* reined I, 
— shd.tft tJjfe faftje finie gently pnfhM^ 
vhe fervah«ftfi)Jb, 1 dnferW *ehxyd<b;^ 

« Well, Madam," faidhe, "it does 
nW bee6tne m6*to ufe' vrolexide bgainft 
you : but — look 'in 'Hit ^^ardeh ' yi^tf- 
der/' 

• .: .V . i . I .*.• '. . : J' • c ' . .;• * 

I flew to the garden, and "^uSisflt! 
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quick. LFathef Seyin," faid I-itri** make 
haftel" . . ',.... . -., :, 



C< 



Pooh !" repHed he— 'Ms flie there?'* 



" Of whom arcyou fpeaking r*' 

.«. Whyi, of .her, ,to be fure!-^— Of 
wl^fliU elfe {houl4 I fpeak.?". 

- *' We do not feetn to underftand 
each pthen — 'Tis to a dying ^lan I 
requeft you to come, to,, perform the 
laft duttes for him/' 



« 

:if.- 



Ha^;^ j?;„ th^t .alii": n^iedf fc€» 



turning frpip flifi. : ; 






" But 'tis one of my relatives who 
is dying/' : . : . 



: ,/»! Wdt V there is ti<> hu?ry. ---.'Ah*, 
befides,' why do you . come to tell mc 
of death ? Let us only talk of mar- 






" But,. Sir .;;.... " • r 



> . 1 



*^ I will not go, fair lady ! — She 
fti^y come while I'rti abroaid ! --^ Think, 
indeed. . • . !"^ ' i ^; 

• ^ * I * / * js , - * - if' *' : • ' 






- At this expreffibn, he turned round, 
ami' ^azed on 'me — -but with a look 
.that/iihpirfled.mt at^oace with a*fiall 
convi£ir6n! of his /^melancholy ftate, 
whifch,. in niy. extreme. agitation, I had 
Tiot'bofbrelperceived* ! . i m ': . .; 

" • T ' ^ • *V 

T« ■, • .*"*/,•'■ •■• 

^ ",ycs i'' faid Jic in^ gentle lcaie.«!»*- 
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^ 'twMfoflieufcd to GaU me I-^Then 
you ane acquainted with her?'' 

" My dear uncle !" I exclaimed '•^^ 

and in the firft emotions of my furprifc 
and compafSon, \ 'ilretcfaed«'OUt tny 
hand to take hold of his. 






. " Tottch it nbtl'V cried fae^ drawing 
back his hand — *' touch it not I -i-^.ftie 
has kifled that hand ! Look i fee ! 
there is the fpot where fUe kifled it! — 
Oh ! charming woman ! oh ! dearly- 
,bek)ved ! hete fhe dropped a tear/-^— I 
-dried, it up with my lips— -and I feh 
lit on my beaxt.rf^Take.<esr^rytrani 
.trample on diat woodbine I IVl radier 
iyiOiU ibould trampdie on my body, r f!Fwafs 
ilie that trained it aprr^andil take great 
care of it. The others (land the win- 
der. weU enough!: :biit thi^ Mkiil' be 



uncomtnonly tender 4. and,' for "greater 
fafety, I pirote^ it with lira w. -^ Come 
this way ! See -thofe flowers ! I have 
plabe^ them under the gla£s-cafe, be- 
caiafe I am determined- to preferye 
them as long as I live. 'J.et me tell 
you — ihehasa hundred tim^a^ watered 
them wkhheri^own bandsJ Don't you 
think, that, when fl^e comes back, 
flieTl] be .delighted, to find them all in 
the niolil thriving condition *?'! . • r . 



fr 



Whilft he thus fpioke.tQ r^, Doro-, 
th/v I telt confiderabl^ unedmiefs, and 
was gxadiiallyc moimg b.wk tow^rfis^ 

t-he hottfp.: :-.o')V;;.:.i" .-;-.;, >;.;;.-.. 

ml'. 

'• "'jY.ou avoid:''thalbl^awerJ':faidM 

-*~ '^ ahd.ydu dtD'TfeH^tr-rln Ihatfp^, 

the god -ef loy^Taftajtbe tyr^nvl. .'Tw?S; 

t4ieEe.my-laafemfcji/'as flcnt-SPi)' erjj^rei^^r 

Vol. III. U M 
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caufelefs jealouff -^*twiis there mytom^ 
plaint began -^Oo^d God! what d 
iSreadful-cotnplaint ! -^ it neadjrcaufed 
toy death— I ihould hive died, but 
ibr Dolerv«tl. — I had taken it mto mjr 
head tlUtt file prefelred him to me ! I 
was not AWare that Ihe couM not give 
me any proofs of her affeftion, until 
priefts were allowed tomarry-— 'Twa$ 
ifte flie lovedi and' not Dolerval f He 
told me fo himfelfv'^ the dear friend 1- 
— he did more than that ! One day — 
on that ddy I was ready to firik int'6 the 
other world — I could neither eat, nor 
drink, not fle4p-j-I was ill-hTampured- 
•—peevifli — inceffantly fcolding^ftrikr 
ing every one that came in my way ! — 
Well 1 Madami^i on that day my dear 
friend arrived^ and'>brought vfiik him 
a fine gentleman ftom Paris -^ a well* 
Jboking^ gocNd-humouredxaaal -*!>•' a mail 



8f. r 



tf fpirit tooy for he was. not afraid of 
me } — • and fuch -a Scholar ! ? — be fpokie 
iUatin 9S fluently as I could* — That 
gentleman^ Madam^ wa$ the father of 
the woman I love.-:- ' Do not fret/ fa]fi 
he; ^ (he loyea you: flie will copip 
back to-morrow: — to-morrow the 
priefts will be married.'* 

, At this time, Dorothy, « I was ia th^ 
court-yard, and was haftening toward! 
the quter gate : — " Stay a moment,** 
faid he — '* ftep into thp hoyfe/' •»— I 
did not choofe to comply, and wai 
(till retiring, when he caiugbt hold of 
piy arm. Immediately RoufjTel, in 4 
whifper, advifed me to makq no refift- 
ance, affuring me that he would not 
do me the fmalleft injury. I thjerc/pre 
yielded to his entreaties^ and follpwed 
hjm . tp t\ke, parlo.urju jv^rc we weco 

Ma 
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Tcarcely entered when a whole floek 
-oJF birds camfe fluttering about tis, fe- 
veral of them chirping " Juliette, Ju- 
liette :'* one of the number in particu- 
lar very 'diftinftly pronounced,^* She'll 
Sortie to-fnorrbw.** 

" Yes !" exclaimed my unfortdrik'te 
uncle, leaping with joy — " yes ! for 
to-rtorrow the prtefts' will be married. 
i expeftfed her indeed to-day,** cbnti- 
nued' he;- poii'tihg to the; table which 
was laid for dinner: " but I'was mif- 
taken: — to-morrow is the day — 'tis 
io morrow* that the priefts will be mar- 
t^icd. — Biit, in. the mean time, totni 

• • • 

atid hear her ! 



Iff 






-i^At thefe words he conduced me itf- 
to the adjoining apartment — fat down 
near the piario«^~tdok Up tiisbafs — 

9 
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flourifhed a prteludeW-and would per- 
fuade me that a woman was lingingi 
and that he acc9mpanied her. After 
a while,. his inftrument fell from, his 
trembling grafp — and he remained for 
fome muiutcs motionlcfs, and in the 
attitude of a perfon liftenihg with the 
moft profound attention. At length 
he dropped on his knees, exclaiming 
** charming fair 1 dearly-beloved ! en* 
chanting woman ! my foul ! my life !, 
come! hafte ! come to-morrow! to-; 
morrow (he priefls will be married T' . 

Such, Dorothy, was his extrav^gaitt 

behaviour, which I could not wjtnefe 

without (bedding a flood of tears, and 

fomewhat indifcrcetly exclaimitigv— 

« Poor Father Sevin 1" ! .; 

» 

/' You need not pity me,'' replied 

M J. 



he : — ^ I am tlrtTEappieft ef men. I 
liare heard her Ringing in this mannef 
the whole day long ! the whole night, 
fee will be prefent tamy ey^ I But Ms 
to-morrow I (hail Teally fee her — to* 
morrow (he is to come — for to-mor- 
row the priefts are to be married. — 
Go, now •—go : — it would be too lon]^ 
for you to wait:— it will be at ItAd 
two hours before ih* (ings again—- ^ 
othefwifey you know, (he would rtiiii 
her breaft — and if Ae was to dte — 
if Juliette was to die— the world, the 
whole univerfe, of which (he is the 
charm and delight, would be immedi- 
ately annihilated 1'* 

At length we had reached the '<fe)or,. 
and I was truly impatient to efcape 
from this T^ene, at once fo painful andi 
IdaffeStin^* ' ' ' 



• .' j> .'.• , 
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•* Ah r iince you are acquainted with 
^er," faid he, " endeavour to fee her 
this evening. Speak to her of the ma» 
who adores her : —- {>e fure you tell her 
that I have carefully pr^fcrved every en- 
dearing token that can recall the pleaC- 
ing renfien>brance of her — • that I burn* 
for her — that I expeS her with all the 
k}ipatience of the moft ardent lover ! — ^' 
Ahj may Ihe come, the charming 1^0 •• 
mw I — may ll>e come to morrow ! — 
^\A!i to-morro^v tha( the priefts are to be 
married !'** 

Oh Dorothy I my dear Dorothy I 
what a deplorable fpecimen erf* human 
]!eafon ! Alas I fuch arc the confequen*' 
ces of my imprudent cpnduft! Though t- 

lefs woman ! to feek in this foot an 

. « •■ *. 

Jlfylum from the paffions I — Wherever " 

'* ..." "1 

Ihave mademy appearance, I havein--, 

M.4, 
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troduced diforder .and confufion I In 
whatever direftion I turn my eyes, I fee 
nought but misfortune and diflrefs ! — 
misfortune and diftrefs which I alone 
have caufed ! — Poor Father Sevin ! — 
And that young man! is'he Icfs'to be 
pitied ? does he lefs ardently adore me ? 
•—are we not equally feparated ? — can 
I ever be his ? — Tell me, Dorothy, is 
Dolerval lefs an objeft of pity ? — Yes> 
certainly lefs — for he is bel . . . ; Hea- 
veiis ! what was I going to write ? *— 
what thoughts crowd on my mind ! — 
Almoft under the eyes of a hufband ! and 
with a mother's grave yet frefh before 
my fight ! ah ! wretched Emily ! ' 



'\' 
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Dorothy to Emily. 



Paris, Januar)'^9, 1783. 

Yes, my dear and generous Emily, 
come at length to confole your fifter :— 
come ! — but firft fave your friend. 

Tell her before-hand — tell that en* 
gaging woman, that (lie Oiall fee, by 
the manner in which I receive her, 
whether or not I am worthy to boaft of 
being fifter to Emily. 

Meantime, however, behold a new 
caufe to call forth your tears — your 
bittereft tears. Read this letter, writ- 
ten in Madame de Varmont^s own hand, 
and not found till after the opening of 
her will. You will ftiudder at the per- 

Ms 



ttfal : but you will fee at leaft, that our 
mother — though crimuial in the very 
aft which terminated her exiftence — ^ 
was perhaps ftill entitled tb the confo- 
lation of having her daughters by her 
^e to receive her dyings breath and to* 
dofe her eyes. 

Adieu,, my dear Emily ! excufe ther 
ffiortnefs of this tetter, in confideration^ 
•f the grief excited in my bofom by that^ 
HJuch linclofe to you*^ Adieu ! 
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her IXaughtebjs.. 

PariSi. December ajy. i^if^ 

€?RACI0US-'Iieaven ! in wh^t iit^darfc: 
abyfs my foul i* loft! how dreadful, how 
alarming^ the fudden g4eam of light 
that darts act ofs the tremeiuk)us gloom I ^ 
Before my. eyesi ftands^ in mournitig;; 
garb, and heaving: bitter iighjS) thj^, 
daughter whom I buried alive 3 — -and» 
not far from her, a monfter to whom I 
fctve given birtb^-rmy fon —a Co^ 
worthy of his mother ! ^-. . (bedding th^ 
blood of his younger filler L*— *Myeye» 
Bave beheld — but too l^te — and af6« 
aow about ta cloJCe in eternal darkods* 

Yoi^. neTtrt&eki$> wbojOk Iba^i^ix' 
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cruelly facrificed — you, my daughters, 
who muft hitherto have entertained no 
other fentiments towards me than thofe 
of deteftation, — learn at length that I 
am perhaps entitled to your pity. 

• 

I^ t09, have been facrificed by the 
cruelty of my parents —and perhaps 
more inhumanly facrificed at the altar 
of Hymen, than you, Dorothy, ^at that 
^f religion. A paflfion, ft.rong in its ve- 
ry birth, had already taken pofleflion of 
my heart, when they introduced to me 
that Monfieur Varmont. Ah ! of what 
•onfequence> to a youiiy girl like ine,! 
were his talents, his fervices, the ho- 
nourable wounds he had received in 
•fighting his country's battles, or the 
victories he had obtained ? Youth and 
beauty were the objefts of my defire : 
— he poffeffedneither — whereas both 
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Were united in the man on whom I had 
previoufly heftowed my heart. My pa- 
rents (liouM have approved and confirm- 
ed my choice : but, notwithftanding my 
earnell remonftrances, they refufed tof 
comply wiih my wilhes. They tore me 
from the obje£t of my warmed affec- 
tions, and conligned me^ like a flave, to 
the arin§ gf this ftrangen But how great 
was my (hock, how; alarming my terror, 
when once I was fully apprifed of the 
extent of thofe duties to which they had 
fubj^fted me — when I reflefted that 
the bond§ with which they had fettered 
rne were indiffoluble •— and faw myfelf 
cipndemned, without refource, without 
refpite, to drag the burthen of my de* 
tefted chains through the whole courfe 
of my life ! 

Defpair took poffeflion of my foul — 
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of a foul equally impetuous m its hatreJ 
as. in its love. Attend, my daughters 
— blu(h at my fliame — (hudder at tTie 
excefs of mifery which extorts from 
me fiich a confeffion — Our' fex — ♦ 
groaning under oppreffion in every 
country, fn eycry age •— have but one 
mode of avenging theirwrongs-r-but 
It IS an expeditious^ an eafy^ a fur& 
mode. To that I had immediale rsf^ 
courie. Let your aftonifhment there^ 
fore ceafe, my poor Emily 1 -^ you and 
your affaiTm are not children of the fame 
father. Madame de Varmont alone 
claimed a (hare in him -^ he was the 
offspring neither of Hymen nor even of 
Ibve — ' biut the premeditated fruit of 

adultery, and « my hand trembles«^ 

while I write it eVen of proftitth- 

ftion» 



EMILY r>E VAR^ftTNT. 255 

Nor was this all. — I had not com-^ 
mitted fuch a6ls with the intention of 
conceaKng them from him to whom I 
^xpeQed they Would give the greateft 
uneafinefs : — on the contrary^ I hoped 
to derive an advantage from them — I 
hoped that the bond by which I was tied 
IfQ him would immcfdiately be diflblved 
in confequence. But in this expeftatioiv 
1 was tniferably di&ppoiiited^ The on^. 
eflfe£): that the difcavery had on my ftov 
ical hufiband, was to render him jealous^ 
and tyrannical. Nay, that pretended 
hero was mean enough to. torment with, 
his odious love a wi£e -who- coolly iru 
umphed in hec infidelity, andi who feem*^ 
ed to take a pride in.her own (bame. In 
^ite of my tears, and oppofitien, he 
twice rendered me a mother. •— Ah* t 
my daughters ! pardon mal Iheld youi 
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both in deteftation — bccaufe you both 
were his undoubted offspring. 

Meantime I refcrved nw whole affec- 
tlon for my fon — a fatal affcttion to 
him! I early inftilled, into his bofom, 
and carefully foftered during his ad- 
vancing years, a hatred for his fifters. 
I reprcfented the- children of his fup- 
pofed father as. the unwelcome corhqirs 
of an ample fortune — as intfujders who 
would one day deprive him of the chief 
part of that inimenfe property, which 
was a poor compenfation for. the tor- 
ments I endured on his account. Sa- 
vage youth ! how fully he profited by 
my criminal inftruftions ! how worthi- 
ly he has repaid my unnatural leffons I 

Well ! although his crimes, whofe 
atrocity has no doubt been extenuated 
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•by \ht officious tcndernefs of thofe who 
•have reported them to my ear — al- 
though his crimes have curdled my 
blood with horror, his cruel Tpirit has 
taken poffeffion of tne : '- — his foul, in- 
fetifible to the cries'of blood/ has taken 
fip its abode in ttlybofom. The bar- 
barian, even after death, ftill urges me 
tounnaturat deeds' His furious fpirit 
goads me on : and 'tis by another crime 
that his mother is to follow him to the 
grave into which his own crimes have 
prematurely pluriggd him ! ' * 



U} 



■ ' AdiiQU, my daiighters ! — your fa- 
ther's'piftols lie before nie on the table : 
— I havd loaded them without fhud- 
dering^— without (huddering, I will ufe 
them.— I do not intend, by relying far 
my deftru6lion on the painful effe£ls of 
a tardy poiCon; to expofe myfelf to be 



tortured by the cruel affiftance x>f .fhif^ 
iicians, and •— feeble vl&im ! -^ to ftrugw 
gle with death for feme boUrs« No 1 
let a fuddeo5 a fingie, an irremediable 
ilroke terminate my exigence ! and let 
thofe warriors who. (b proudty plume 
themfeWes on their courage »-< let them 
learn from my example, that even a wo- 
man is capable of emulating^ their boaft- 
cd heroifm. 

• ■ • . ■ 

But» what I no frii^qd at hand to fupt^^ 
port me in the agony infeparable from 
thofe laft moments ? — not a word pf 
con'folation to {both my departing foul? 
— none of my childr^ to clofe my 
darkenffd eyes ? — j- Ijjy children J^ — 
wretched woman ! I.ncveTihadbutonel 
^Tis he who awaits my. arrival in the 
other world — who <;alls. me — who 
urj^es my, departure 1 -^'tia he. who wili 
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tell nie which of my daughters is the 
moft amiable, and which I have ren- 
dered the moft wretched ! — Alas ! I 
(hall no longer be in exiftence when 
they receive this monument of my un- 
availing remorfe! I have lived only to 
make them unhappy 5 and even the 
manner of my death will perhaps call 
forth their bitti^r tears — But what dan* 
gerous ideas crowd around my imagi- 
nation, and unnerve my hand ! A mo- 
ment of weaknefs may come upon me ! 
quick i quick, then ! let me haften my 
departure — it is full time. — Emily ! 
Dorothy ! adieu ! adieu, my daughters ! 
and do thou, Varmont, receive th« 
Ihade of thy mother ! 



£ K P. 






ERRATUM. 

■ ■ » ■. ' 

In the date of the letter, ^ge 196 of this vo- 
I\ime, for " Gk iq the aftcrmony^ feJd ** fix in the 
morning.^' *• 
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